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Major: I will 
win general 
election 


Where there are wheels, there’s a way 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

An unbowed John Major yes- 
terday declared that the Tories 
would still win the general elec- 
don - despite the second worst 
defeat in local government his- 
tory inflicted on his party. The 
Prime Minister pledged to let 
Parliament run its full course be- 
fore going to the country. 

Mr Major, convinced tnat the 
threat to bis own leadership is 
now lifted, said: “We have an- 
other year of this Parliament 
left. I went the whole five years 
in the last Parliament and I won 
.... let the people judge us on 
what we have done at the end 
of our term of office when we 
will lay before them all the 
things we have achieved." 

As Tory strategists absorbed 
the shock of losing 56 7 council 
seats in every part of the coun- 
try. Mr Major firmly blamed the 
“pain" inflicted by the “difficult 
economic decisions" he had 
taken lor a rout which wiped his 
airty out in 20 local authorities 
deluding one-time strongholds 
like Basildon, the Thatcneritc 
bastion. Peterboroi 
litieal base of Dr Brian ] 
ncy. the Conservative Party 
chairman, and Cherwell, in the 
green heart of Oxfordshire. 
The result put a record 210 
councils under Labour control 
and in 20 councils the remain- 
ing Conservative councillors 
were completely wiped out, 
leading Frank Dobson, 
Labour’s local government 
spokesman, to dub them “Tbry- 
free zones’". These included 



not just traditional Labour 
northem strongholds but coun- 
cils such as Oxford, Lincoln , 
Harlow, Stevenage, Hastings 
and Slough. . 

The Liberal Democrats 
gained seven councils - taking 
then total to 55 -including once 

; TUI results: page 6 
leading article: page 14 


traditional Thxy heartlands such 
as Thnbridge Wells, Woking, 
Wokingham and Hastings- They 
consolidated their position as 
the second party in local gov- 
[theCan- 


ernment, i 
servatives in both numbers of 
councillors §nd councils con- 
trolled, and raised their share 
of the vote on last year’s local 
elections. 


The main consolation for 
the Conservatives was that 
Labour’s lead in terms of the 
share ofthe vote fefl from 21 per 
cent last year to 16 per cent this 
oh the BBC's analysis -under- 
pinningtbe repeated warning of 
the Labour leader, Tony Blair, 
to hisparty not to be compla- 
cent They also retained control 
of all four councils theywexe de- 
fending, although in Run- 
nymede they did so only on the 
strength of the Mayor's casting 
vote. 

Paddy Ashdown said the re- 
sults - seven council gains, a 
record number of councillors 
and a rise on last year in share 
of the vote - gave the Liberal 
Democrats ‘‘the best general 
election launch pad we have 
ever had”. 

His party had beaten the 
Consevatives “comprehensive- 
ly into third place” in local 
government “We are winning 
where we heed to win to beat 
the Conservatives and we have 
become the opposition to 
Labour where they govern bad- 
ly in northern tides,” he said, 
citing Manchester and New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

Tbiiy Blair said the results 
were “excellent for new 
Labour” and “spectacularly bad 
for the Conservatives” who 
were able ony to “scratch 
around for the odd piece of sta- 
tistical comfort”. 

He accused the Tories of 
reacting with complacency and 
arrogance to the results that 
Labour, despite the scale of its 
gains, pointedly eschewed. 

TURN TO PAGE 2 



Trick cyclist: A German stuntman, Jochen Schweizer, making a bungee jump on his mountain ixte from the Hamburg 
television tower yesterd a y. He was advertising his own bungee jumping centre Photograph: Michael Prabst/AP 
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UN report says 
Israel slaughter 
was deliberate 



DAVID USBORNE 

New 'Ybrk 

The bombardment of a United 
Nations pcace-kceping camp in 
southern Lebanon by Israeli 
forces Iasi month was calculat- 
ed to ensure not only that the 
Tamp itself was struck but also 
that the shells would fall just in 
front of its entrance to ensure 
maximum civilian casualties, a 
draft UN report charges. 

The claim, which threatens to 
spark a diplomatic storm over 
the conduct of Israeli com- 
manders during last month’s 
conflict in Lebanon, is con- 
tained in a first draft of a report 
completed for the UN Secre- 
tary-General. Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali by his military adviser, 
General Frank Van Kappen. 

“This is the most devastating 
item in his report,” a senior UN 
official confirmed last night “It 
seems that they knew where 
most of the civilians were and 
aimed for that area." 

The UN refused last night to 
reveal any details of the report's 
content and insisted that it was 
still subject to changes by Gen- 
eral Vhn Kappen. “The truth is 
that it is not ready yet.” Sylvana 
Foa. the UN's spokeswoman 
said. ; ' 

The UN facility at Qana, 
.which served, as the headquar- 
ters of a Ftfiah battalion of 


than 100 were lotted It 
that when the bombardment 
started most of the civilians were 
gathered just outside the 
entrance. 

While it was widely known 
that General Van Kappen had 
concluded that the camp had 
been deEberately targeted in the 
attack, his charge that the shells 
were even more carefully aimed 
to hir the greatest number of 
rf vilhms adds another powerful 
dim ension to his condtisions. 

Mitigating the evidence 
against Israel, however, is the 
revelation that HizboUah guer- 
rillas who had been firing 
Katyusha rockets into Israeli 
territory from a placement close 
to the UN camp had been run- 
ning in and out of its boundary 
and using it as a hiding place. 
For this reason, it appear^ fne 
Israeli commanders considered 

the camp a fair target. 

Moroever, General vhn Kap~ 
pen reportedly suggests that the 
Friian commanders were fully 
aware of the guerrillas 

^Dfolmnats said they expect- 
ed Mr Boutros-Ghali to offer 
oral briefing on the General s 
fi ndin g to the UN Security 
Council on Monday afternoon. 
Israel has been given untfinoop 
on Monday to offer fresh evi- 
dence contradicting^ General 
\fen Kappen. Ihifingthm,hisr^ 


pence-keepdrs io-focare^was port is expected to stand as now 

destroyed by Israeli shells oorlS. drafted. 

April It was crammed with It is unclear what wifi happen 

Lebanese refugees and more to the report itself 


Thousands are addicted 
to lottery, Camelot admits 


PETER VICTOR 

Camelot, the National Lottery 
irator, admitted yesterday 
thousands of people have 
become addicted to the game. 

Louise White, Camelot’s 
public affairs manager, told 
delegates to a Scottish confer- 
ence on the lottery: “Socially 
there have been obvious areas 
of concern, particularly with 
regard to addiction and under- 
ageplaying." 

The Methodist Church wel- 
comed the admission as “an ac- 


Speaking in Edinburgh, Ms 
White added: “The addiction 
problem does east There is 
undoubtedly a small percentage 


of players who are unfortu- 
nately spending more than they 
should on the lottery.” Ms 
White agreed later at a news 
conference that even a tiny 
percentage of the playing pop- 
ulation could mean there were 
many thousands of addicts. 

Her comments came on the 
eve of today’s rollover draw 
which carries an estimated jack- 
pot of £20 million. But the 
main cause for concern, she 
said, were the Instants scratch- 
cards. 

David Decks, co-ordinating 
secretary on church and soda] 
matters for the Methodists, 
said: “We have said from the 
vejy be ginnin g that the intro- 
duction of Instants has brought 


to the National Lottery a way 
of gambling which is known to 
be compulsive.” 

Methodists have called for 
the abolition of scratchcards. but 
short of that they want the 
minimum age for players to be 
raised from 16 to 18 and tele- 
vision advertising to be banned. 

Leading clerics from all 
denominations are united over 
their concerns surrounding the 
lottery and a group represent- 
ing the Councfl of Churches of 
Britain and Ireland has already 
met Virginia Bottomley, the 
National Heritage Secretary, 
to voice their fears. 

Gamblers' Anonymous 
would not be drawn on toe con- 
troversy, but a spokesman for 


Oflot, the National Lottery 
regulator, said: “The Director 
General has a duty not to license 
any game which he considers 
will contribute to excessive play. 
He has not licensed any such 
game.” Seven sera reheard sur- 
veys. involving 13.000 people, 
bad been carried out Odor’s 
behalf, but findings to date 
were “unreliable”. 

“The picture is becoming 
clearer, but what we can say is 
that there is no evidence of 
addiction in this country,” said 
the spokesman. “Oflot has 
discussed the possibility of 
addiction with Gamblers’ 
Anonymous and other coun- 
selling groups and asked to be 
advisea of any information.” 


Big chill for the bank holiday 


The bank holiday started in pre- 
dictable fashion yesterday with 
packed airports, jams on roads 
to the coast and the prospect of 
miserable weather. 

An Arctic dull blowing in 
from the North Sea promises 
temperatures no higher than 
10C across England and Wales. 
Scotlan d has been warned to 
brace itself for wintry showers. 

Today's weather is expected 
to start cold and frosty with 
showers developing to put a 
damp er on outdoor activities. 

The outlook for tomorrow 
and Monday is lightly more op- 
tirmstky witb rain in the north' 
and bright and mainly dry 


weather in the south. It will stay 
chilly. 

Wth weather like that to look 
forward to, around 250.000 
British sunseekers fled yester- 
day for foreign hotspots. For 
those stuck at home, motoring 
organisations warned of serious 
congestion over the weekend 
even though cones have been 
removed and roadworks sus- 
pended on many main routes. 

“With the weather so un- 
pleasant there has been a last- 
minute rush to head off 
somewhere warmer this week- 
end,” said Keith Betton, head 
of corporate affairs at the 
Association of British Travel 


Agents. “Spain and Portugal are 
favourite destinations and many 
people are also taking a city 
break, with Paris, Amsterdam, 
Venice and Rome popular.” 
Ferry company Stena said it 
was carrying about 100,000 pas- 
sengers on its continental routes 
and about 50,000 on its Irish Sea 
' crossings, while the AA said it 
expected nearly five million 
drivers to hit the road over the 
Bank Holiday weekend. 

* Last year's May Day week- 
rad, winch featured celebrations 
for the 50th anniversary of VE 
Day, was greeted by temper- 
atures up to 28C (82F). 

Forecast, page 2 
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Boy sent back 

A ten-year-old Zulu boy was 
heading for South Africa after 
his white foster mother’s at- 
tempt to keep him in Britain 
failed Page 3 

Land-mine decision 

The UN Inhumane Weapons 
Convention conference ended 
without a total ban on anti-per- 
sonnel land mines Page 10 
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UZ HUNT 

HeaHh Editor 

Four people who tested nega- 
tive for HIV with a faulty test- 
ing kit have been told they are 
infected with the Aids virus, the 
Department of Health revealed 
yesterday. 

No details of the four indi- 
viduals have been released, but 
efforts to trace their sexual 
contacts to offer them HIV 
tests are now underway. 

The confirmation of the false 
negatives follows the re-testing 
of more than 20,000 blood sam- 
ples tested for HIV between 
July 1995 and March this year, 
with the IMX HIV 1/2 3rd gen- 
eration kit. 

Sir Kenneth Caiman, the 
Chief Medical Officer, said in 
a statement “I would like to ex- 
tend my sympathies to [the 
four] individuals in what must 
be a very difficult situation.’' 

The IMX IriL one of several 
used by the NHS, was with- 
drawn from sale worldwide on 
25 March by its manufacturers, 
Abbott Laboratories Ltd in 
Chicago, after some European 
laboratories reported inaccurate 
results with it A doctor in 
Portsmouth was among the first 
to query its reliability when a pa- 
tient he knew to have full- 
blown Aids tested negative. 


News of the kit's withdrawal 
was leaked at the start of the 
Easter bank holiday when clin- 
ics and GP surgeries were 
closed, leaving thousands of 
people - initial estimates sug- 
gested that up to 40.000 were at 
risk - desperate for more in- 
formation and advice. 

Aids charities were inundat- 
ed with rails, and health minis- 
ters were severely criticised for 
sitting on information about the 
faulty kits for a week as the De- 
partment of Health tried to or- 
ganise re-testing facilities before 
making an announcement 

The Department said that 
since July last year a total of 
23,620 blood samples in the UK 
had tested negative using the 
IMX kit. AM available stored 
samples- 20,900 -had been re- 
tested and four of the negative 
results found to be wrong. 

Stored samples were not 
available to re-test the remain- 
ing 2,720 negative results. 
About 800 of these were done 
in NHS clinics and the people 
concerned had been invited to 
provide fresh blood samples. 
The remaining 1,920 samples 
were provided for private tests, 
mainly for insurance purposes 
and visa applications on behalf 
of people considered to be at 
low risk of HTV infection. 

It is believed that only peo- 


ple with a very high number of 
antibodies to HIV m their blood 
were at risk of testing negative 
instead of positive with the 
IMX test. Antibody status may 
be related to the stage of in- 
fection with people only recently 
exposed to HIV and those on 
the verge of Aids being most 
likely to fit this profile. 

Tom Lawson, spokesman for 
the TferreiNre Higgins Trust, said 
the Government had done well 
to carry out the re-testing of 
samples quickly. However, he 
said there were lessons to be 
leaned about the Departments 
co-ordination with journalists 
and support groups during a 
public health crisis. 

“Four people who re-tested 
positive is four people too 
many. We have to ensure noth- 
ing like this is going to happen 
again,” Mr Lawson said. “It 

must be e nnrmfMsyly Hktn wasmg 

for the people concerned. This 
is a terrible way to learn that you 
are HIV positive." 

A spokesman for Abbott 
Laboratories Ltd in Chicago 
said last night that more than 
2J million tests had been car- 
ried out worldwide with the 
IMX kiL The company had, un- 
til yesterday, been aware of 
one confirmed false negative in 
the UK and three others in 
Spain and France. 


5,000 jobs go in merger 



PETER RODGERS 
and NIC C1CUTT! 

Royal Insurance and Sun 
Alliance yesterday announced 
a surprise £6bn merger to 
produce the UK’s largest 
general insurer in a move that 
will cost 5,000 jobs over the next 
two years. The new Royal Sun 
Alliance will be Britain’s largest 
household insurer with about a 
fifth of the market and in car 
insurance will come a dose 
second to Direct Line. 

The agreed merger is the 
biggest reshuffling of (he pack 
in the UK insurance market for 
more than a decade and is 


aimed at cutting costs at a time 
of fierce competition, as well as 
combining forces to expand in 
overseas markets. The City saw 
the merger plan as the start of 
a new wave of consolidation in 
the UK market encouraging 
speculation that names such as 
GRE, Commercial Union and 
General Accident could be 
caught up in takeover fever. 

Most of the job losses will 
come from the merged group’s 
28,000 UK employees, and the 
cuts are part of a plan to save 
£175m a year from 1998. 

Roger Thylor, the £375,000- 
a-year chief executive of Sun Al- 
liance, who is to be executive 


deputy chairman, said most 
staff cuts would be voluntary 
and through normal turnover, 
but did not rule out compulso- 
ry redundancies. 

Roger Lyons, general secre- 
tary of Manufacturing Science 
Finance - the insurance indus- 
try union - attacked the jobs 
threat. “We are seeking urgent 
discussions. There is certainly 
no 'feelgood factor' amongst 
insurance staff today.” Michael 
Meacher, Labour’s employ- 
ment spokesman, called for an 
Office of Fair 'finding inquiry 
into the merger. 

Full story, page 18 

Comment, page 19 



Scotsman to 
fly once more 

A volunteer at work (above) 
on the legendary Flying 
Scotsman, which is being 
restored to its original 
condition (left) under the 
supervision of a new 
owner, businessman Dr 
Tony Marchington. The 
project - carried out by 
volunteer enthusiasts - wfil 
take another two years to 
complete, but the 
locomotive - designed by 
Sir Nigel Gresley and built 
in 1923 - should be back 
on the rails in 1998. 
Photograph: Alison McDougaU 


Vets are 
urged to 
boycott 
cattle 
cull 


PAUL FIELD 

The British Veterinary Associ- 
ation last night urged vets to 
boycott the disposal of up to 
21,000 cattle a week, plunging 
the government scheme to re- 
store public confidence in beef 
into deeper chaos. 

8VA chairman Bob Steven- 
son opposes the use of local ve t- 
erinary inspectors (LVIs) in 
authenticating the date of birth 
of animals - documentation vi- 
tal for the running of the 
scheme: The Intervention 
Board, overseeing the contro- 
versial cull, confirmed that vets 
were crucial to its success. 

In an open letter to the Let- 
erirniy Record, published today, 
Mr Stevenson objects to the fact 
that veterinary surgeons arc 
expected to approve animals for 
slaughter without seeing them. 
“It is the BVAs belief that this 
scheme undermines the signa- 
ture of the veterinarian,” he 
writes. “The BVA would have 
been happy to accept ascheme 
whereby LVIswere asked to do 
[ a veterinary job, namely, visit 
the form, see the animals, check 
the breed and eartag numbers 
and correlate this information 
with the farm records." 

Mr Stevenson says vets could 
be prosecuted if documentation 
proves to be incorrecL “Some 
farm records are notoriously un- 
reliable. As presented, we ques- 
tion why the LVI should be 
involved at ail. The BVA can- 
not agree to the scheme as pre- 
setted and we are advising our 
members not to take parkin it" 

A BVA member told the In- 
dependent that the organisation 
expected large numbers of vets 
to back the boycott “The Gov- 
ernment is turning veterinary 
surgeons into office boys.” 

A Ministry of Agriculture 
spokesman described the de- 
velopment as “not helpful”. 

Meanwhile the cull of cattle 
over 30 months old still does not 
appear to have got under way 
despite assurances earlier in the 
week from the Agriculture Min- 
ister, Douglas Hogg, that it 
was operating. The National 
Farmers Union, the Licensed 
Auctioneers Association and 
Meat and Livestock Commis- 
sion said it was not likely to start 
until after the Bank Holiday. 
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Sacked jails chief 
gets £220,000 


IB f 


7?^- 

I Vi 


P s 


OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT FEW 
CM1S; Sunday wC sea ihn enr r 


Stafim m t aO sU SOOBMOL Isa K«fR ftffi doatf ate 
awl grrtiaBy«.IOgS Baffoneost and Joss Bsktamr. 


V 2th wanyapeteT amFSbS 

should be Wtt. Monday *ortd 
crifS.ll} beflna *am s w wMne end 
^ BV* (Ms RM *■ unwed Me 


north should heap soma sun- 
■ttn. Wednesday and Itanday 
wiD tae cool northeast winds 


ACROSS DOWN 

I Exalted (4) 2 Creek (5) 

*4 Uncertainty (5) 3 Inhibitions (4-3) 

9 Synthetic material (5) 4 Where voting takes 

10 Small settlement (7) place at Westminster 

II Selfless behaviour (S) (8,5) 

12 Slender (4) 5 Unpleasant (4) 

13 Catering establishment 6 Windpipe (7) 

(9,4) 7 Whole (6) 

17 Irish parliament (4) 8 Age (4) 

18 Applause (S) 14 Fht (7) 

21 Adage (7) 15 Type of pudding (7) 

22 Snow leopard (5) 16 Birds of prey (6) 

23 Before time (5) 17 Information (4) 

24 Land measure (4) 19 Interior (5) 

20 River in NE England (4) 

Mutton to yestontoy’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS; 1 Brighten. 5 Rock (Brighton Rod:). 9 Lie-in, 10 VlnuaL 11 fturi- 
arztry, 14 Slanging match. I tj Cerebellum. 20 Against. 2l ftjint 22 Lynx. 23 
Platonic 

DOWN: 1 BcD-pusb. 2 Inert gas. 3 Hand. 4 Environmental. 6 Opuv 7 K3 l 
8 Graham, 12 Sculicm. 13 Thematic IS Greene. 17 Expat. IS WfcIL W Bam. 
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Sacked prisons chief Derek 
Lewis yesterday accepted a 
£220,000 pay-off from the 
Home Office after a lengthy le- 
gal battle. 

The former director-general 
of the Prison Sendee was tired 
from his £125,000-a-year job by 
the Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, in the wake of the 
damning Learmont report into 
the escape of dangerous inmates 
from Parkbursi jail. He is also 
understood to have been paid 
costs of around £50,000. 

Tire settlement foils short, 
however, of Mr Lewis's original 
claim for £300,000. 

A Home Office statement 
confirmed that legal wrangling 
over compensation dating bade 
to last October had ended in 
agreement- “The Home Office 


has agreed to pay Derek Lewis 
£220,000 plus costs, without 
admitting liability, in settle- 
ment of his claim for compen- 
sation following his dismissal 
without notice.” 

“The payment compensates 
Mr Lewis only for the loss of 
earnings and other benefits 
which be would have obtained 
had he been allowed to serve a 
full notice period and for oth- 
er incidental expenses-" 

Mr Lewis said in a statement 
that he was “very pleased” with 
the settlement 
It is understood that he has 
agreed to drop his industrial tri- 
bunal claim for unfair dismissal 
as part of the deal. The payment 
is expected to be formally en- 
dorsed at a High Court bearing 
on Thesdoy. 
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FROM PAGE 1 
“Thfe was not a general elec- 
tion,” he said, "and we take 
nothing whatever for grant- 
ed." 

But Mr Major said; “People 
have, for as for bade as you can 
go since the second World War, 
chosen by-elections and local 
council elections to protest 
against the government of the 
day," he told ITN. 

"There are millions and mil- 
lions of people who will go out 
and vote Conservative at the 
next General Election who 
chose not to do so yesterday." 

Mr Major was said by aides 
to be confident that the moment 
of maximum danger to his lead- 
ership had now passed- not least 
because of the ftwo percent im- 


provement to 27 per cent in the 
Tories’ still dismal vote share 
since last year. 

While the whole thrust of Mr 
Major’s remarksindicated that 
the essentials of his party's 
course between now and the 
election was in place, that was 
sharply questioned by his right 
wing critics. John Redwood will 
publish his own alternative 
manifesto after urging the Gov- 
ernment to take heed of the 
concerns of Tbty supporters 
who Mr Major acknowledged 
had “sat in their hands". 

A 30.000-word document, 
called Action Not Words, will 
give substance to the policies Mr , 
Redwood is urging Mr Major to j 
adopt, on the health service, tax- 
ation and Europe. , 
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Package blown up 
in Barclays scare 

Tm controlled expkaionswere 
carried out yesterday on a sus- 
pect package found outside a 
branch of Barclays. The pack- 
as/£ turned out later lo be a bag 
of rubbish, but a bank 
spokesman said; “You cannot 
take any chances.” 

The two detonuitioi s wvre 
carried out bv explosives fespenv 
as fire and lunbuknice services 
were called to the scene/Roud* 
surrounding the bank in- We' 
bridge. Sumy, were closed a* ■ 
the area sealed off. 

An extort umiM oiling him-, 
self Mardh Gra has posted or 
planted 25 devices to 13a relays 
over the las! 16 months. In an 
incident two weeks jigs’ a device 
exploded outside a branch in 
Ealing, west London. 

Runaway captured 

A convktoi child molester wfot 
absconded from a secure hos- 
pital unit a week ago has been 
arrested ul a seaside boarding 
house. Humberside police said 
Peter Dossena. 64. was ancsl- 
ed at Caernarfon. m»nh Wales, 
after absconding while walking 
in the grounds of the hospital 
near Hull as part of his reha- 
bilitation. Dossena. who has 
spent 27 years in Broadmoor, 
was collected by hospital staff. 

Paper apologises 

The Catholic Herald apologised 
for running an ariielc aecusinc 
the late Archbishop of Uv#- 
pool of driving people away 
from the church. Harry Coen, 
the paper's assistant editor, 
said he had made an error of 
judgment in using the piece hy 
the novelist Alice Thomas 
Ellis, which he admitted had 
caused distress. Ms Ellis 
claimed Archbishop Derek 
Woriock. who died of cancer in 
February, had caused a slump 
in Liverpool mass attendances. 

Crisis on yacht 

Dwindling supplies may force a 
British yachtswoman to aban- 
don her bid to become the first 
woman lo circle the globe non- 
stop against prevailing winds. 
Samantha Brewster. 28, is near- 
ing the Cape of Good Hope 
after an 11 . 000 -milc haul 
through the Antarctic Ocean in 
temperatures as low as -20C. 
She is battling technical and 
equipment prrt>lcms caused by 
howling southern winds, which 
have torn ropes and sails.- 

fire victim has baby 

A mother is fighting for her life 
after giving birth to a daughter 
almost four days after being 
badly injured in a house blaze. 
Debbie Garbuti. 31 suffcre^l 
per cent bums in the fire won 
killed her four-year-old daugh- 
ter Jade on Monday. Doctors at 
Pinderficlds Hospital, Wike- 
field. West Yorkshire, dclK- 
ered her unborn child by 
Caesarian section. The 3 lbs 3oz 
premature baby is stable in the 
neo-natai intensive care unit at 
Leeds General Infirmary. 

Divorce law delay 

Ireland's Supreme Court 
reserved judgment on a legal 
challenge to last year’s refer- 
endum decision allowing a di- 
vorce law to be passed. 
Anti-divorce campaigner Des 
Hanafin appealed against a 
High Court ruling rejecting his 
claim Lhat the narrow referen- 
dum vote for divorce was 
influenced by government 
promotional spending later 
declared anti-constiluliouaL 
The five judges will deliver 
their verdict later this month. 

Hospital death fad 

A 12-year-old girl has died 
after failing from a hospital 
escalator. Stacey Newey, of 
Greenwich, south-east London, 
was rushed to Greenwich Dis- 
trict Hospital’s casualty 
department with serious head 
injuries, and died soon after- 
wards. A spokesman for Green- 
wich Healthcare Trust sa^ 1 
“Police, who aren’t treating 
Stacey’s death as suspicious, 
believe she was playing on the 
escalator but lost her grip and 
fell off, foiling several floors.” 

Seen and herd 

Pictures of cows are being paint- 
ed on a road through grasland 
near Stroud, Gkraceamshne, to 
warn drivers that cattle roam 
freely. They replace the -tradi- 
tional upright wamingfflgns on 
poles, which the animals rubbed 
against and demolished. 
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a her 'son' is flown to Africa, a white 
■'* foster mother vows to get him back 



flies hoihe 



plea fails 


MICHAEL STREETER 

A ten-year-old Zulu boy was 
heading for South Africa last 
night after a last attempt by his 
white foster mother to keep him 
in Britain was rejected by the 
Government and the Court of 
Appeal. 

Campaigners for the boy and 
the white woman had hoped the 
Attorney General Sir Nicholas 
Lyell would let him stay while 
appeals were made to the Eu- 
ropean Commission on H uman 
Rights in Strasbourg. 

But in an unprecedented 
move the Attorney rejected a 
specific request from the Pres- 
ident of the Commission, 
known as a Rule 36 indication, 
to suspend the order for the boy 
to leave. 

A spokesman for Sir 
Nicholas said it was the first 
time the Government had 
turned down a Rule 36 indica- 
tion, but this was because it was 
“unprecedented” for such a 
request to be made in proceed- 
ings involving private parties. 

“The British Government is 
not a party to these proceedings. 
When it is a matter in which the 
Government is concerned, it is 
our invariable policy to comply," 
he said. However, the Com- 
mission's decision to intervene 
in the case showed their deep 
concern about possible in- 
fringement of the boy’s and the 
woman's “family” rights . 

The Government’s decision, 
hacked by the Court of Appeal, 
meant that the boy was reunit- 
ed with his natural mother at the 
offices of the Official Solicitor 
in central London. He was due 
to leave on a flight back to his 
native Tfrmsvaal last night or 
some time today. ! 

Public relations consultant 
Max Gifford, who has worked 
^without' payment for the tioy 
and his foster mother, said: “I 
saw them the other night and 
they are both heartbroken by 
what is happening. He is a very 


- . lad. 

‘He had a farewell -party 
and one of the girls from his 
school had a card with a picture 
of a judge with boms.” 

Mr Clifford added: ‘As far as 
I know the fight will stiQ go on 
to let hhn Jive here.” 

The boy, who cannot be 
named while in this country, 
was brought to the UK by the 
white woman, a British dtizen 
with an Afrikaans background., 
She wanted hhn to be adopted 
as a member of her family and 
to live with her in Maida Vale, 
London, and be educated at a 
leading British s cho o l , 

His natural mother, who 
worked as a housekeeper and 
nanny for the British woman, 
initially agreed to the adoption 
but later changed her mind. 

Earlier court hearings were 
told that to get around 
apartheid laws, the white 
woman had taken responsibil- 
ity for the boy when he was an 
infant so that he could stay in 
her home, while his mother had 
her quarters elsewhere. 

When the woman decided to 
come to Britain in 1992, the 
bosj's parents signed a document 
which gavepennission for him 
to go too. But when his natnr- 
' a! mother was later questioned 
by social workers she said she 
wanted her son back and did not 
want hhn to be adopted. 

Last week in a private hear- 
ing the Law Lords backed an 
earlier Court of Appeal order 
to send the boy back to South 
Africa and said that the boy, 
who has forgotten how to speak 
Zulu, would be better off with 
his natural parents. Last night 
spokesman Max Clifford said 
the foster mother was “ab- 
solutely devastated” by her 
parting with the ten-year-old. 

Tt was a very emotional 
firewdlandsheSsnahiially dis- 
traught,” he said. “She is going 
to cazzy on the fight however - 
she wants him back.” . 

Polly Tbynbee, page 15 



Riding high: Canoeist John- Paul Ealock, based at the Itoy-y-Felin training centre, caught taking a wave while practising for the “Cuervo Bitches Rodeo”, an international 
canoeing competition being held off the Pembrokeshire coast at Ramsey Sound this weekend Photograph: Rob Stratton 


A1 Fayed buys Viva! radio for £3m 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Mohammed A1 Fayed has 
bought the troubled women’s 
radio station Viva Radio for 
£3m in a bid to expand Ids 
nascentmufia empire, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Viva! 963 was Britain's first 
radio station for women, 
launched last July by PR guru 
Lynne Franks, Debbie Owen, 
literary agent and wife of Lord 
Owen, and Labour Party 
ffrndfii^er BarbaraTFolletL ‘ 
It plunged into trouble after 
it failed to pull in its target 
400,000 listeners and has strug- 
gled with money and reception 


problems — across half Us Lon- 
don area — which made it ef- 
fectively unviable. 

In January it was forced to 
make cutbacks and has been op- 
eration once on a skeleton staff 
from its offices near Marble 
Arch, west London. 

Jts latest blow came in March 
when RAXAR’s official listening 
figures showed it was the least 
popular in London, with less 
than a third of the following of 
stations like Spectrum, aimed at 
ethnic minorities. 

. In all it was pulling only 
59,000 listeners for around 20 
minutes a day, research which 
may have finally persuaded its 
owners. Golden Rose Com- 


munications, to sell. 

However, Golden Rose, 
which also owns another trou- 
bled station. Jazz FM, most now 
gain shareholder approval for 
the deal 

Richard Wheatly, chief ex- 
ecutive of Golden Rose, said: 
“We welcome Liberty's in- 
volvement in the London radio 
market with their acquisition of 
Viva!. The resources which Lib- 
taty will hereto apply to Viva! 
I feel confident will, following 
an anticipated relaunch, result 
in success.” ‘ J,s - 

Stewart Steven, former edi- 
tor of London's Evening Stan- 
dard, now the chairman of 
Liberty, described the purchase 


of Viva as “a small but signifi- 
cant building block in the com- 
pany’s plan to create a new and 
independent media company in 
Britain”. 

Under the terms of the li- 
cence liberty is obliged to con- 
tinue to aim the station at 
women ^ged 24 to 44, and it says 
that Viva! will stay on air while 
relaunch plans are finalised. 

It will not be an easy task to 
turn Viva! around after an al- 
most blanket thumbs down to 
the new concept of radio for 
women. Even Viva’s own initial 
research showed that women 
were surprisingly unliberated 
when it came to radio listening: 
if their male partner did not like 


it they would turn it off. 

Their research also showed 
that women would not listen to 
a station which smacked of 
feminism or was “anti-men”. 

The bid by Mr A1 Fayed, the 
owner of Harrods, follows Ins 
recent acquisition of the defunct 
Punch magazine for £500,000. 

He adds Viva! to his media 
company. Liberty Publishing, af- 
ter having been fofied is his at- 
tempts to acquire London News 
Radio, Today newspaper — 
which Rupert Murdoch chose 
instead to dose — \hc Daily Ex- 
press and The Observer, for 
which he offered the Guardian 
Media Group £20m. 

Comment, page 15 



KATE WATSON-SMYTH 

A manager demonstrated to an 
industrial tribunal yesterday 
how he Japanese boss kicked an 
i maginar y ball into the air as.he 
told him that his face resembled 
a football. 

Cliff Wakeman. 42, is seek- 
ing compensation for unfair 
dismissal and racial discrimi- 
nation from his former em- 
ployers, the Tokyo-based Quick 
Corporation financial informa- 
tion company. 

He showed the tribunal how 
Noriaki Nakajima, joint senior 
general manager of the com- 
pany's London branch, pulled 
at his cheeks, saying: “You have 
a strange skin colour.” 

Mr Wakeman. formerly a 
£52,000-a-year deputy general 
man ager in charge of comput- 
er development, then kicked 
one foot into the air to demon- 
strate the gesture Mr Nakajima 
made as he told him: “Your faoe 
looks like a rock or a football- 

Mr Wakeman, from ■Whit- 
stable, Kent, told the tribunal 
hat Quick's Japanese directors 


in Britain were running a “con- 
spiracy” to prevent the ad- 
vancement of his career 
because he was English. 

“It was never possible for an 
English manager to reign over 
a Japanese manager,” he said. 

The directors Bred to have 


much for business operations, 
but for their own comfort”. 

Another senior employee 
with 20 years' experience told 
the tribunal be earned three 
times less than lower-ranking 
Japanese colleagues. Ashok 
Solanki, aged 44, frero JSdgware, 
London, an operations manag- 
er, said “the difference be- 
tween British and Japan esse 
salaries smacked of r acial dis- 
crimination”. 

“It was beyond belief that 


us with such otter contempt, 
was a long-standing manager 
and was paid under naif the net 
income of even lower r ankin g 
Japanese managers and non- 
management Japanese staff.” 
Mr Solanki, who was made 
redundant after six years at 


Quick, Mr Wikeman and Stew- 
art Mitchell, aged -45, from 
Leighton Buzzard, Bedford- 
shire, all claim racial discrimi- 
nation and unfair dismissal. 
Quid: Corporation has admit- 
ted unfair discrimination but de- 
nied racial discrimination. 

Mr Solanki fought bade tears 
as he described how he worked 
18-hour days and weekends be- 
cause he was told that com- 
mitment and loyalty would 
advance his career. 

“I was told dial Quick looked 
after their staff and at my in- 
terview they said “have you 
ever heard erf a Japanese com- 
pany making people redun- 
dant?’. I expected to retire with 
them and although my previous 
job had paid more, I was excit- 
ed by working for an interna- 
tional Japanese company with 
a long-term productive career 
and the prospect of never be- 
ing made redundant.” 

But Mr Solanki said he was 



Cliff . Wakeman: Said he 
was victim of a conspiracy 

“I felt cheated and betrayed 
because Ifeh 1 bad proved my- 
self* It was dear that this was a 
masterplan to evade providing 
general management positions 
to non-Japanese staff” he said. 

In July 1994, Mr Solanki re- 
ceived a letter saying he was sur- 


motion and a general manage- 
ment job was given to Japanese 
nationals with less experience. 


s was shattered and in tatters 
-I had worked so hard for that 
company&nd could not bring 
myself to tell my wife.” 

His £39,500-a-year job was 
given to Mr Tfekase whom, Mr 
Solanki later discovered, was 
earning three times more than 
him and had no experience. 
The hearing continues. 


Heavy-footed edible 
dormouse marches on 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Frustrated householders are 
helping to disperse an increas- 
ingly serious pest- the fat or ed- 
ible dormouse. 

Ten times the weight of the 
native, common dormouse, its 
squirrel-sized cousin may be on 
the verge of a sudden explosion 
in its range. 

The edible dormouse was 
brought to Tring, Hertfordshire 
from Hungary by one of the 
Rothschild family in 1902. Since 
then it has slowly spread 
through Chiltern woodlands in 
"Bu ckinghamshir e and Hert- 
fordshire and a little beyond. 

Sometimes it moves into 
house lofts in large numbers, 
where it will gnaw on wood- 



Protected: Edible dormouse Is being moved illegally 


tic garden furniture. It maxes a 
strange, mechanical, high- 
pitched noise in the mating 
season and sounds surprisingly 
heavy-footed for a small, tree 
dwelling mammal. 

In woodlands and planta- 
tions it can strip the bark from 
young conifer trees, in much the 


same way the grey squirrel at- 
tacks broadleaved trees. “It 
causes considerable damage 
and it makes a heD of a noise,” 
said Mike Render, forestry of- 
ficerat Buckinghamshire Goun- 
ty Council. 

It is illegal to kih the creature 
under the Wildlife and Coun- 
tryside Act 1961 because it is en- 
dangered in jts native central 
Europe. But under the same act, 
it is also illegal to move it 
around the country because it 
is an introduced species. But a 


survey organised by the Mam- 
mal Society, the county coun- 
cil and several other 
organisations found evidence 
that people are moving the ed- 
ible dormouse. The society 
chairman Pat Morris says the 
a nim als were being released in 
Berkshire, near Oxford and in 
the New Forest, in Hampshire. 
“It is only a matter of time be- 
fore the mt dormouse and its as- 
sociated problems turn up in 
other parts of the country,” he 
says in Mammal News. 


Inspector 
of schools 
is accused 
of bias 

FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

The Chief Inspector of Schools 
was forced to defend himself 
against accusations of political 
bias yesterday as local author- 
ities released details of a report 
on reading standards which 
they said had been given a neg- 
ative spin. 

Inspectors who carried out 
the inquiry into reading in the 
London boroughs of Tower 
Hamlets. Islington and South- 
wark had had the final draft of 
their work changed. 

The chaige was denied by the 
chief inspector, Chris Wood- 
head. who said the data in both 
versions was consistent. 

“If it is political to write as 
dearly as we can about the fact 
that significant numbers of chil- 
dren from our roost disadvan- 
taged communities are not 
learning to read then 2 would 
like somebody to explain what 
the word ‘political’ means,” he 
said 

Reading scores collected dur- 
ing the inspection showed that 
eight out of 10 pupils were be- 
low average, but in govern- 
ment tests only three out of 10 
had foiled to reach expected lev- 
els. The inspectors' results were 
in the report but the discrepancy 
was not highlighted. 

The boroughs, which were 
sent a copy of the report, said 
that a sentence which said read- 
ing was “well organised in three 
out of five classes" was altered 
to say that “weaknesses... af- 
fected the teaching of reading 
in two out of five classes." 

Where reading had been 
classed as “satisfactory' or bel- 
ter in approximately two thirds 
of the lessons” it was now “un- 
satisfactory or poor" in one 
third. 

A supportive paragraph 
which said teachers were over- 
whelmingly pragmatic and non- 
doctrinarre had been removed. 
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Bingham tops 
contenders for 
Chief Justice 


RATRiCM WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Sir Thomas Bingham, the 
Master of the Rolls, was yes- 
terday emerging as a potential 
successor to the Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Taylor, whose 
illness with cancer is forcing him 
into early retirement. 

As the head of the Court of 
Appeal’s civil division since 
1992, Sir Thomas, a relatively 
youthful 62 but with an already 
formidable reputation, was be- 
ing tipped as one of the 
strongest candidates to become 
the most senior c rimin al judge 
in England & \ftfeJes. 

The suggestion took some 
lawyers by surprise yesterday be- 
cause of Sir Thomas' long as- 
sociation with civil rather than 
criminal work, but this could be 
viewed as more than out- 
weighed by his well-es tablishe d 
authority and intellectual and 
administrative ability. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay, has already begun the 
process of consulting the High 
Court heads of division, of 
which Sir Thomas is one, senior 
Lord Justices of Appeal and 
some of the law lords over the 
succession to Lord Tkyior, ar- 
guably the most popular Lord 


Chief Justice among lawyers 
and certainly the only one to 
have made an impression on the 
wider public. 

Even barristers on the Bar’s 
radical left, who view Lord Tay- 
lor as less liberal than is wide- 
ly suggested, were grappling 
with a genuine and deep sadness 
about his predicament. 

Fears were also being ex- 
pressed about wbat some 
viewed as the most politically 
sensitive judicial appointment 
for a decade. Against the back- 
drop of the battle raging be- 
tween senior judges and 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, over his sentencing 
plans, it could be the ultimate 
test of the degree of trust and 
confidence that exists between 
John Major and Lord Mackay, 
whom he must consult before 
making the final recommenda- 
tion to the Queen. 

The 59-year-old Court of 
Appeal judge. Lord Justice 
Rose, another widely-tipped 
candidate because of his broad 
criminal experience and (like 
Lord Taylor) Northern Circuit 
background, has been as out- 
spoken on the Howard plans 
as his chief, and was branded 
the equivalent of a “do-gooder” 
after he suggested that 


mandatory life sentences for 
second-time rapists would lead 
more rapists to kill their victims. 

Other suggestioosyesterday 
included Lord Justices Auld, Si- 
mon Brown, Mustill and [Paul] 
Kennedy. But Sir Thomas Bing- 
ham could be the most inspired 
choice. He has not shrunk from 
giving limited support for 
Michael Howard's sentencing 
reforms 1 He also backed At- 
torney General Sir Nicholas 
LyeU, not Sir Richard Scott, 
over public interest immunity. 

For the Bars radical wing, the 
law lord Lord Woolf, author of 
the Strangeways riot inquiry 
report, would be the dream 
appointment. But his shares 
did not appear to be rising 
yesterday. 

Left-of-centre barristers 
spotlighted wbat they see as an 
unprecedented attempt by the 
Government to politicise law 
and order, fetrick O'Connor, a 
criminal QC. said: "It is very 
worrying that this dying Con- 
servative government, which 
has been deeply politicising is- 
sues of law and order and en- 
countered very effective 
opposition from Lord Thylor, 
has the power to appoint a new 
Lord Chief Justice who will rule 
over us for the next 10 years.” 


Possible successors to Lord Taylor 



Sir Thomas Bingham, 62, the 
Master of the Rolls. 

Admired for intellectual rigour 
and pure reason. Made a QC 
at 39. Caused near apoplexy 
at the Bar in 1991 by sug- 
gesting solicitors should ap- 
pear in higher courts. More 
patrician than Lord Taylor. 


Sir Christopher Rose, 59, 
Court of Appeal Judge. 

Has the kind of background - 
Morecambe Grammar School, 
Leeds and Oxford Universities, 
Northern Circuit - that stood 
Lord Taylor in good stead. 
Condemned Howard plans for 
sentencing repeat rapists. 


Lord (Harry) Woolf, 63, a Law 
lord. 

While once a Treasury (Gov- 
ernment) counsel, would be a 
radical’s choice. But most of 
his recommendations after 
the Strangeways riots have 
been ignored. Still involved in 
review of civil justice system. 



Wicket maiden: Sarah Harvey, of London auctioneer’s Phillips, with prints and ties from the collection of the 

Johnston, who died in 1994, The items, on show for a week, are part of a sale of cricket memorabilia next Saturday Photograph. Cohn McKiilop 


Fan’s early jail release 
‘undermines courts’ 


Prison chiefe were criticised by 
politicians, police and magis- 
trates last night for allowing 
Matthew Simmons, the soccer 
fan who was jailed for a week 
for attacking a lawyer in court, 
to walk free after serving less 
than 24 hours of his sentence. 

Simmons, found guilty of 
provoking the infamous kung- 
fu kick by footballer Eric Can- 
tona al a match last year, left 
Highdown Prison, Sutton, Sur- 
rey, yesterday because gover- 
nors said be could not be kept 
in over the weekend. With 
automatic remission, Simmons 
should have been freed tomor- 
row, but prison chiefs said this 
was brought forward because, 
by law, inmates cannot be dis- 
charged at the weekend. The 
ruling was attacked by the Mag- 


istrates’ Association, who said 
Snnmons could have been kept 
in for a second night under re- 
cent Home Office guidelines. 

The 21-year-old was jailed 
for contempt of court on Thurs- 
day for launching himself at 
prosecutor Jeffrey McCann af- 
ter he was found guilty at Croy- 
don Magistrates’ Court of using 
threatening words and behav- 
iour to Cantona during a match 
between Manchester United 
and Crystal Palace at Selhurst 
Park. Cantona made his attack 
in response to foe taunts. 

Simmons, of Thornton 
Heath, south Loudon, was fined 
£500 and banned from every 
football ground in Britain - 
but as the guilty verdict was 
announced he Tfcapt over a 
bench and appeared to kick Mr 


McCann in the chest. 

Lady Olga Maitland, the 
Tory MP, will table Commons 
questions next week about the 
situation. “This man displayed 
gross misbehaviour in court 
and should serve his full sen- 
tence,” she said. “This is send- 
ing out entirely (he wrong 
message by undermining the 
courts. We must examine our 
release procedures.” 

Chief Supt Brian Mackenzie, 
president of foe Police Super- 
intendents Association, con- 
demned the way foe criminal 
justice system was developing. 
“It will be causing a lot of con- 
cern and the sooner we can get 
sentencing straightened out 
and transparent, the sooner 
the public's confidence will be 
restored.” 


‘Loophole found" in 
speed camera law 


Thousands of drivers could 
have speeding conviction 1 ; over- 
turned after the discovery of a 
legal loophole in existing legis- 
lation, the RAC said yesterday. 

In a recent case, police speed 
camera evidence against a 
speeding motorist was deemed 
inadmissible because pho- 
tographs were enlarged to make 
them more readable. Now the 
RAC believes thousands of oth- 
er motorists convicted by cam- 
eras might be able to take 
advantage of the loophole. 

In the specific cose at 
Uxbridge Magistrates Court in 
Middlesex, a businessman was 
accused of exceeding a 60mph 
limit on foe M25 in Surrey. 

His solicitor successfully ar- 
gued that some of foe camera 
picture was enhanced to make 
the number plates more read- 
able and that only evidence 


produced directly by the speed 
camera was admissible. 

“This type of enhancement is 
commonly used by police cam- 
era units throughout the coun- 
try in an attempt to identify 
vehicles." said RAC head of 
campaigns Edmund King. 

He went on: “Motorists con- 
cerned about their speeding 
prosecutions, where photo- 
graphic enhancements were a 
factor, should in the case of 
fixed penalties contact the po- 
lice force involved and, in court 
cases, contact the court in- 
volved to question the validity 
of their conviction.'' 

The RAC said the confusion 
needed to cleared up because 
speeding was the biggest single 
cause of death and serious in- 
jury in road accidents, and it 
constantly campaigned foreun- 
sistent enforcement of Ihehmr. 



Sir Richard Steele 1672-1729 
Author and founder of “The Tatler". 
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Inspectors to 
crack down on 
‘weak’ schools 


i.1 


It , 


Iff 



FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

One school in 10 will be labelled 
as “weak” under plans for 
changes to the inspection sys- 
tem published yesterday. Al- 
though healthy schools may 
only receive a visit once every 
six years, others will be seen by 
inspectors every term until they 
show an improvement. 

In addition to the 2 per cent 
of schools labelled “failing" 
under the current system, 
inspectors will be asked to icienr 
tify those with serious weak- 
nesses so that they can be 
targeted for action. These are 
expected to make up another 
8 per cent of the country’s 
24.000 schools. 

In future the inspectors will 
concentrate on the quality of 
E n glish, maths and science in 
primary schools and on those 
subjects plus another four, yet 
to be finalised, in secondary 
■ schools. 

The aim of the changes is to 
bring more flexibility to the in* 
spection process, which cur- 
rently works on a four-year 
cycle, and to take pressure off 
the inspection body, Ofsted, 
which is struggling to keep up 
with the cycle of primary in- 
spections, due to be completed 
by 1998. 

Yesterday the Chief Inspec- 
tor of Schools, Chris Woodbead, 
announced a consultation on 


the plans, which would come 
into effect for secondary schools 
next year and for primary 
schools the foUowing year. 

Schools which £ul inspec- 
tions are already subjected to 
special measures which include 
frequent vials by inspectors 
and the preparation of an action 
plan which must be approved by 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation. If a school continues to ' 
fail, an education association 
can be sent In to take over and 
either improve standards or 
close the school 

ha future, a larger number of 
schools with weaknesses wfll be 
subject to extra scrutiny. These 
weaknesses could include; low 
standards of teaching in four or 
more subjects or in more than 


noun ineffective manage- 
ment; poor value for money; low 
attendance; or a high number 
of exclusions. 

Schools which are not sub- 
jected to extra visits after their 
initial inspection may receive 
them later if their exam and test 
results or attendance levels fall, 
if exclusions rise or even if the 
head teacher changes. 

Ofsted has yet to decide how 
to choose the four subjects 
which will be inspected in sec- 
ondary schools m addition to 
maths, English and science, 
though one option is to allow 
schools to have a say in the 
choice. The subjects will prob- 


‘Failed’ teaching 
college faces 
uncertain future 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Lancaster University is consid- 
ering the future of its teacher- 
training college after It. became 
the first to fail an inspection of 
its primary school courses. 

Ofstedrthe national inspect 
non body, found that some stu- 
dents- at Charlotte - Mason 
College in Cumbria lacked the 
levels of literacy and numeracy 
needed to teach maths ana 
En glish. In particular they were 
weak in spelling, grammar and 
phonics, all of which are now 
considered central to the teach- 
ing of reading. 

The college, which is part of 
the university but which is based 
in Amblesicle, could be merged 
with the University College of 
Saint Martin in Lancaster, 
whose courses are accredited by 
the university. 

The report is bound to have 
come as a significant blow to the 
university. The only other 
teacher-training course to fail 
was the secondary provision at 
the South Bank University in 
London, a former polytechnic. 
That course was dosed shortly 
afterwards. 

The Ofsted inspectors found 
courses at Charlotte Mason 
defident in every area they re- 
viewed. While 3 few students 

had a good grasp of the English 

national curriculum, too many 
had “limited and superficial 
knowledge. In maths, some stu- 
dents were unable to teach 
effectively because of gaps in 
their own knowledge. 

A significant number of 
, students were unable to plan a 


sequence of lessons property, 
the inspectors said, and In some 
cases the work set was pooriy 
matched to the ability and in- 
terests of their pupils. The qual- 
ity of 'children's learning was 
poor as a result. 

■■ A team of five inspectors vis- 
ited the college for four days in 
June last year, wite a repeat vis- 
itinNovember. They observed 
teaching practice and training 
sessions at the mriversity for the 
. 830 students, 78Q of whom were 
on a four-year undergraduate 
course and The rest on a one- 
year postgraduate scheme. 

Yesterday the university ad- 
mitted that it needed either to 
make a substantial investment 
m the college or to mexge it, and 
said that a decision would be 
made at the end of May. How- 
ever, the majority of students 
had been found to be able, to 
teach effectively and some 
changes had already been put 
in place to address the short- 
comings of the courses, it -said. 

John Halstead, principal of 
the college, said the condnsions 
had been based ou the weak- 
nesses of a minority of students. 
Other aspects of work in the 
department had previously re- 
ceived good reports, he added, 
expressing disappointment that 
Qfeted had chosen to base its 
findings on a small proportion 
of students. 

“Wfe have had massive sup- 
port from ... the schools which 
employ our output. Getting on 
towards 100 schools have writ- 
ten in to say that their experi- 
ence doesn't fit with that of the 
Ofsted inspectors,” he said. 


Half of under-30s 
We tried drugs’ 



Almost half of undethWs have 
dabbled with drugs wnh young 

whites overtaking Afro-Canb- 

beans of the same age as the 
biggest drag users, a report 
revealed yesterday. 

The British Crime purvey 
found that while many lb m 29- 
year-olds have taken drugs at 
some point, most claim they 
have taken them merely on a 
one-off basis or only occasion- 
ally. One in four have taken 
drugs in the past 12 months 
while one in seven admit 10 
being regular users. 

Cannabis is the most com- 
monly used drug -and is twice 
as popular among younger peo- 
ple than. other drugs... 

The 1994 study, based on in- 
terviews with 10,000 

f«ed 1659. ‘ 



I in five claiming to 

drugs in the past 1 * v - “ 

46 per cent ever. 


A breakdown of under 30s 
who took stimulants at some 
point found 14 per cent bad 

tried amphetamines or speed, 
13 per cent poppers, 10 per cent 

magic mushrooms, 9 per cent 
LSD and 6 per cent ecstasy. 

Just 3 per cent of under 30s 

bad tried cocaine and less than 
1 per cent had ever experi- 
mented with harder drugs like 
heroin, crack or methadone. 
People living in London, otn- 

inner-cities or areas with laige 

numbers of young people were 
more likely to have had contact 

with drugs- . . 

Other strong indicators m- 

“pSSSSS 

weremoi? 
U^u^nformatton 1 by 

drug action 

Government's drugs slrategy- 


abfy vaiyffom one school to an- 
other, and could be based on 
exam results or earlier inspec- 
tion findings 

Commenting on the plans to 
name more weak schools, Mr 
Woodhead said the aim was to 
help rather than to vilify. 
“Whatever the impact on the 
staff or the community, we 
must find out what is going on," 
he said. 

Labour’s education spokes- 
man, David Blunkett, -con- 
demned the changes. “This is a 
major admission of failure bv 
minsters and Ofsted," he said 
“The feet is that Ofcted missed 
its target for primary schools by 
a quarter in 1994-95 and has not 
recovered since. Thai is the 
main reason for this change." 



Sitting pretty: Wilfred aid Jeanette Cass with the sculptural seat ‘Sitting on History I* which was bought for Sculpture at Goodwood, thefr roffing display 
of contemporary works set in 20 acres in West Sussex, with £05,000 awarded to them by the 1996 National Arts Collections Fund Photograph Jane Baker 
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Swing augurs a 138-seat 


The implications of Thursday's 
vote for the next general elec- 
tion are deeply gloomy fur the 
Conservatives, with only the 
faintest of silver linings. 

Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, admitted at yesterday’s 
victory news conference: “I’m 
useless at statistics." But he was 
right to insist that the important 
comparison is between this 
week’s local elections and those 
in May 1991, 11 months before 
the last general election. 

Although the elections in 
1991 were in a different set of 
local councils, the BBC’s num- 
ber crunchers estimate how 
they translate into parties’ 
shares of the national vote. In 
1991, Labour were just 1 per- 
centage point ahead of the 
Tories. On Thursday, Labour 
were 16 points ahead. 

A simple projection for- 
wards, assuming the same re- 
lationship between local and 
national voting, suggests that Mr 


Blair is heading for a 7o-point 
lead at the general election, 
which must be held within the 
next 12 months. That, as the 
BBC's Peter Snow might say. 
would mean a Labour majori- 
ty of 138 seals - nearly as large 
as Margaret Thatcher's 144-seal 
majority in 1983. 

Little wonder the bookmak- 
ers yesterday shortened the 
odds on a Labour victory. 

But, of course, there are - as 
Brian Mawhinney. the Tory 
party chairman, also rightly in- 
sisted yesterday - reasons for 
thinking that Mr Blair will not 
have such an easy ride to Down- 
ing Street. 

The firet, and perhaps most 
important, was the low turnout, 
suggesting that voters are not yet 
so enthused by new Labour that 
they feel they actually have to 


take a detour on the way to 
work to sign up for it. 

Turnout figures for local elec- 
tions arc notoriously difficult io 
compare year on year, but the 
BBC computer processing the 
early results on Thursday night 
showed many turnout figures 
dropping by about two per- 
centage points. 

This means turnout was. on 
average, sinking down towards 
3(1 per cent, compared with 46 
per cent in 1991 (and 78 per 
cent in the last general election). 

Against this background. Mr 
Blair’s claim that the local elec- 
tions showed “people are 
demonstrating a far greater en- 
thusiasm for today's Labour 
Kirty" rings a Little hollow. 

The other main reason for 
scepticism about Labour’s per- 
formance is that local elec- 
tions. like by-elections and 
opinion polls, have increasing- 
ly been used to express a protest 
against the Government - a 


protest that is probably be- 
coming increasingly discon- 
nected from people's real views 
when it comes to choosing a 
Government. 

On the other hand, there are 
grounds for suggesting that 
Thursday's results might even 
have understated Labour's 
strength. Labour has for years 
underperformed its national 
opinion poll ratings in local elec- 
tions. while the Liberal De- 
mocrats have ewerperformed. 
and the Tories follow their poll 
ratings quite closely. 

It is likely that, as at (he last 
general election, many people 
who have become used to vot- 
ing liberal Democrat for coun- 
cil electrons - cither as a tactical 
vote against the Tories or as a 
protest against a local Labour 
council - will switch to Labour 
for parliamentary elections. 

But the triumph for the Lib- 
eral Demo c rats was that they re- 
sisted the surge of new Labour 


onto the centre ground. They 
took control of six more coun- 
cils and pushed the Conserva- 
tives further into third place. 

Even more encouragingly 
for them, on the BBC’s esti- 
mate, their share of the vote was 
up - and if some of their targets 
such as Mole Valley and Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon failed to fall, 
they took Hastings in a fierce 
fight with Labour. 

They failed to advance in 
Oldham, where Labour took 
five seats from the Conserva- 
tives to sain overall control and 
along with the Conservatives 
lust seats in Rochdale as labour 
took the council decisively from 
no overall control - a change 
that could threaten the Liber- 
al Democrat MP. Liz Lynne. 

The party’s results aggregat- 
ed across other constituencies, 
however, showed them taking 
over 50 per cent of (he vote in 
the new Oldham East and Sad- 
efieworth seat, while Norman 


La mom's departure from 
Kingston to the apparently safer 
haven of Harrogate and 
Knaresborough will prove a 
nasty shock if the general elec- 
tion' result minors the council 
vole. The liberal Democrats 
look 49.5 per cent, against just 
over 32 per cent for the Tories. 

The party's results in the in- 
ner cities were mixed - despite 
Paddtv Ashdown's claim that 
“Where the Conservatives need 
to be beaten wc are proving we 
can beat them, and where 
Labour governs badly we can 
heat them too." The Liberal De- 
mocrats took six scats in 
Sheffield, three each off Labour 
and the Conservatives, and be- 
came the official opposition 
ahead of the Conservatives in 
Birmingham as ibe Tories lost 
fifteen seats. 12 to Labour and 
3 to the liberal Democrats. 

John Rentoul and 
Nicholas Timmins 


Con. 

Lab - 
t D 

No overall control 
Other 


Source: 88C Robbcal Resauch Unit 
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From no change in Barnsley to a Labour win in Wyre Forest, the results in full 


Metropolitan 

councils 


BARNSLEY 
Lab. 63; fad, 2; C. 1. 

Lab, No change 
BIRMINGHAM 
Lab. 87: LD, 17; C, 13. 

Lab, No change 
BOLTON .. 

Lab. 48; C, fe LD. 6. 

Lab, No change 

BRADFORD 

Lab. 71; C. 13: LD. 6. 

Lab. No change 
BURY 

Lab. 41; C. 4; LD. 3. 

Lab. No change 
CALDKRDALE 
Lab. 37; C. S: LD. & Ind, 1. 

Lab. No change 

COVENTRY 

Lab. 49; C. 4; Vac. 1. 

Lab, No change 
DONCASTER 
Lab. $9: C. 2 LD. 1 
Lab, No change 
DUDLEY 

Lab.bO-.C8: LD.4. 

Lab, No change 
GATESHEAD 

Lab, 50; LD, 13: C, 1; Lib. L: Other*. 

1. 

Lab, No change 
KERKLEES 

Lab, 45; LD. IS; C . 6: Ind. 1; Wc, 1: 
Green. 1. 

Lab. No change 
KNOWS LEY 
Lab, 65; LD. 1. 

Lab, No change 
LEEDS 

Lab. 8! LD. 9: C 8. 

Lab, No change 
LIVERPOOL 

Lab.Sl; LD.41:LiK 2C. l; Ind. 1; Oth- 
ers. 3. 

Lab, No change 
MANCHESTER 
Lab. 84: LD. 15. 

Lab, No change 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
Lab. b5: LD. 13. 

Lab, No change 
OLDHAM 

Lab. 35: LD.24: Ind. 1. 

Lab, gain from NOC 

ROCHDALE 

Lab. 36: LD. 18: C. 6. 

Lab. gain Iran NOC 
ROTHERHAM 
Lab. 65: C, i; 

Lab. No change 
SALFORD 
Lab, 57: LD. 3. 

Lab, No change 
SAN DWELL 

Lab, 60: LD. 9; C. 2; lad, 1. 

Lab, No change 
SEFTON 

Lab, 32: LD. 24; C. 13. 

NOC No change 
SHEFFIELD 
Lab, 55; LD. 31; C. 1. 
lab, No change 
SOLIHULL 

C. 16; Lab. 16: LD. 12 R.4; fad, f: Vhc. 
I; Other*. 1. 

NOC No change 
ST HELENS 
Lab, 44: LD. ft C, L 
Lab, No change 
STOCKPORT 

LD, 31; Lab. 27: C. 2 R. 2 fad, l. 

NOC No change 

SUNDERLAND 

Lab. 68; C. 4: LD. 2 Others. 1. 

Lab. No change 

TAMESIDE 

Lab. 54: fatL 2; LD. t. 

Lab, No change 

TRAFFORD 

Lah. 35; C. 13: LD. 5. 

Lab. gain from NOC 
NORTH TYNESIDE 
Lab. 45: C. 8; LD.6: Ind. 1. 

Lab. No change 

SOUTH TYNESIDE 

Lab. 52; LD. o: Ind. 1: Others. 1. 

Lab. No change 
WAKEFIELD 
Lab. 61: C. 2. 

Lab. No change 
WALSALL 

Lab. 25; C. 11 LD. S: Ind. 3: Others. 
15. 

NOC No change 
WIGAN 

Lab. 69; LD.lInd. 1. 

Lab, No 
W1RRAL 

Lab. 4L-C. to: LD. V. 

UK No change 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Lab. 4o; C. 12: LD, 1 
Lab, No change 

Non-metropolitan 

councils 






- ~'-6. 


Tomorrow’s voters: A visibly unruffled John Major meets a party of schoolchildren in Downing Street yesterday 


LD. 2ft Lab. n: C. 2 R. 1 
LD, No change 
AMBER VALLEY 
Lab, 3ft C. 2; Ind. 2. 

Lab, No change 
BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
Lata. 29: C. 4; Others. 5. 

Lab, No change 

BASILDON 

Lab, 24: LD. 17; C, 1. 

Lab, gain frwn'NOC 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE 
C. 23; LD, 17; Lab. 14; Ind. 3. 

NOC No change 
BASSETLAW 

Lab, 34; C. 6; LD. 3: Ind. 2: Others. 5. 

Lab. No change 

BEDFORD 

Lab, 22: LD. lb; C. IU; Ind. 5. 

NOC No change 

SOUTH BEDFORDSHIRE 

Lab. 24; LD. 15; C. 1 1; Ind, 3. 

NOC No change 
BLACKBURN 
Lab, 45: C, Ll LD. 3. 

Lab, No change 
BRENTWOOD 
LD, 25: C, 12 Lab. - 
i n , No change 
BROADBAND 

Lab. 20; C, 11 LD. 11 Ind. 5. 

NOC No change 
BROXBOURNE 
C. 24; Lab. 14: LD. 4. 

C. No change 
BURNLEY 

Lab. 38; LD.lfcC. Lind. L 
Lab, No change 
CAMBRIDGE 
Lab, 23: LD. lit C. 1. 

Lab, gain bom NOC 
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
fad. 21: C. 13: LD. il: Lib lit. 

NOC No change 
CANNOCK CH.VSE 


Lab. 40. LD. 1 

Lab. No change 
CARLISLE 

Lab. 33: C 14; LD.3:fad.l. 

Lab. No change 

CHELTENHAM 

LD, 34: C. 3: Lab. I: Ocbcre. 3. 

LD. No change 

CHERWELL 

Lab. 28: C. 16; LD. 8. 

Lah. gain from NOC 
CHESTER 

Lab. 27: LD. l& C, 14; Ind. I. 
NOC No change 
CHORLEY 

Lab: 35: LD.7;C.5: Ind. 1. 

Lab, No change 

COLCHESTER 

LD. 33: Lab. 15;C1I;R,1. 

LD.No change 

CONGLETON 

LD. 28: Lab. 11; C 5: Ind. 1. 

LD, No change 
CRAVEN 

LD. l&C.6;Lab. ti; Ind. 4. 

LD. No change 
CRAWLEY 
Lah. 28: C. 1 LD. 2 
Lah. No change 
CREWE & NANTUTCH 
Lah. 38: C. 15; LD, 3: Ind. 1, 

Lab. No change 
DAVENTRY 

Lab. 15; C. 15: Ind, 3; LD. 2 
NOC No change 
EASTBOURNE 
LD. 21 C. S. 

LH.No change 

EASTLEIGH 

LD. 3 1: C. 7: Lah, 6. 

LD, No change 

ELLESMERE PORT & NESTON 
Lab. 36; C. 5. 

Lab. No change 
ELMBRIDGE 


Councils changmg hands -■ aBItazp no overall control V; 

, Sewn Labour gains: H 

Trafford, Hertsmero, Rochdale, Oldham, Basddon, Petertwt w jft, 
Wyre Forest, ChanW, Cambridge, Nortft l ta-tft mHW r e, MBtonKaynes 

Seven liberal Democrat gains: V 'j 

Hasflngs, Ttmbridge WeBs, West Undsaj^Woldt^ YfoUngham, Niarlh 
Somerset, -Poole. • 

Runnymede slipped from Conservative eweratt confrolbiiw8lfie'aii : ty ! 
Tories on mayor's casting vote. 


C. 21 R. 20: LD. ft Lab, 8: lad. 1. 
NOC No change 
EPP1NG FOREST 

Lab. 17: LD. 16:C. 13; R,ft Iod.3; Soc 
Dcm. 1. 

NOC No Change 
EXETER 

Lab, 24: LD. 7: Lib, 3: C 1 

Lab. No change 
FARE HAM 

LD. 21; C. 10. Lab, 8: Others. 3. 

NOC No change 
GILLINGHAM 
LD. 30: Lab. IO, C. 1 
LD. No change 
GLOUCESTER 
Lata. 25: LD. $; C. 2 
Lah, No change 


c 

Consenratwe 

Lab 

Labour 

W 

libera! Democrat 

Green 

. Green Party 

BNP 

Brtrtbta National Party 

Ind 

Independent 

R 

Ratepayers or Residents 

Ub 

Uberaf 

Soc Dem 

Social Democrat 

Omers 

Other 


GOSPORT 

LD. 17; Lab. 7: C, 4; Ind, 1 
LU. No change 
GREAT YARMOUTH 
Lab. 38; C. 9; LD,' I. 

Lab, No change 
HALTON 
Lab. 46: LD, 7. 

Lab. No rhnnp» 

HARLOW 
UK 3ft LD. 3. 

Lab, No change 

HARROGATE 

LD. 44; C, 10: Lab. 4: Ind, 1. 

LD, No change 

HART 

LD. 15; C, 12 Ind. S. 

NOC No change 
HASTINGS 
LD. 17; Lab. Lft 
Lft gain from NOC 
HAVANT 

LD. 20; Lata. 1 1: C, 8; Ind. X 
NOC No change 
HEREFORD 
LD. 23: Lab. 4. 

LU, No change 

SOUTH HEREFORDSHIRE 

Ind, 25: LD, 13: Vac. 1. 

Ind. No change 


NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE 
Lab. 27; C 16; LD.6; Ind, L 
Lab, gain fro a NOC 
HERTS MERE 
LaK 22 C.8.LD. 8; Ind, 1. 

Lab, gain front NOC 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE 
C. 33; LD. 13; Lab. 5; Ind, 2 
C No change 
HYNDBURN 
LaK44;C,3. ■ 

Lab, No change 

IPSWICH 

Lab. 41; C,6;LD, 1. 

Lab, No change 
SOUTH LAKELAND 
LD. 24; Ind. 12 C. 1ft Lab, K 
NOC No change 
WEST LANCASHIRE 
Lab, 35; C 20. 

' Lab, No change 
LEOMINSTER 

Ind, 1ft LD, 7; Lab, 6; C, 3; Green. I. 

Ind, No change 

LINCOLN 

Lab. 31 

Lab, No change 

WEST LINDSEY ■ 

LD, 19; Ind. 10: Lab. 3; C, 1 Others, 
3. 

LD, gain frwn NOC 

MACCLESFIELD 

C. 33; Lab, 11 LD, U; R, 3; Vac. I. 

C, No change 

MAIDSTONE 

LD. 21; Lab. IftCIL Ind. 5. 

NOC No change 

MOLE VALLEY 

LD. ift C. 1 1; Ind. ft Lab, 1 

NOC No Chaqge 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 

Lab. 41 LD. Uh C. 4. 

Lah, No change 
NORWICH 
Lab. 37; LD, II. 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 

Lah, No change 
NUNEATON ft BEDWORTH 
Lab, 42 C 3. 

Lab, No change 
OXFORD 

Lab, 3ft LD, ft Green. 3. 

UK No change 
WEST OXFORDSHIRE 
lad, 15; LD. 14; Lab. 1 1; C ft 
NOC No change 
PENDLE 

LD. 29: Lab. 1ft C. 3. 

LD, No change 
PENWITH 

LD. 1 1; Lah. ft lad, 8; C. 4: Others. 2. 

NOC No change 

PETERBOROUGH 

Lab, 29; C. 13: Lib, 3: LD, 2 Ind, 1. 

Lab, gain from NOC 

PRESTON 

Lab. 32 C. 13; LD. 12 
Lab, No change 
PURBECK 

LD. 11: Ind. 5: C.3; Lah. 3. 

NOC No change 

READING 

Lab. 35: LD, tt C. 4. 

Lab. No change 
REDD ITCH 
Lab. 25: C.3: LD. 1. 

Lab, Nu change 

REICATE & BAN STEAD 

C. 15: LD. 14; Lub. 14: R. 4; Ind. 2 . 

NOC No change 

KOCH KURD 

LD. 23. Lab. 11: R. 3. C. 2; Ind. 1. 

UX No change 
KOSSLNUaLE 
Lab 31; C. 5. 

Lab. No <*»"(> 

RUGBY 

Lab. 22 C. 1 J; R, b; LD, 5; Ind. 2 Oth- 
ers. 2 

NOC Nodtange 
RUNNYMEDE 


C. 21: Lab. 14; tad. k LZ>. I. 

C, lose ta NOC 

RUSHMOOR 

LD. 18; Lab. 14; C, 15. 

NOC No change 
SHREWSBURY & ATLTLVM 
LaK 22: LD. 13; C 8: Ind. 5. 

NOC No change % 

SLOUGH 

Lab, 36: UK 3; ImL 1. 

Lah. No change 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
LD. (8; Lob. 12 C, ft 
NOC No change 
ST ALBANS 

LD, 39; Lab. |1; C. 5; tad. 1: Vac. 1 
UX No change 
STEVENAGE 
LaK3&LD. t. 

LaK No ebange 
STRATFORD-ON-AVON 
LD. 24: C, 17; Ind, ft Lab. 5. 

NOC No change 
STROUD 

Lab. 27; LD, 1 1; C. 7: Ind. 3: Green. 4: 
Vac. I. 

NOC No change 
SWALE 

LD.H: Lab. ift C. 6: Ind. 1. 

NOC No change 
TAMWOKTH 
LaK 27; Ind. 3. 

Lob. No change 

TANDKIDCE 

LD. 19; C\ IK Lab. 7. 

NOC No change 
THREE RIVERS 
LD. 23; C. 17; Lab. 8. 

NOC No change 
THURROCK 
Lab. 38; C, 1, 

LoK No change 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS t 

LD. 27; C. 14; Lab, (k Ind. 1 . 

LD, gain from NOC 
WATFORD 
Lah. 21; LD,9:C.K 
Lab, No change 
WAVEN EY 
Lab. 44: C, 2 LD. 2 
LaK No change 
WELWYN HATFIELD 
Lab. 31; C, 16. 

Lab, No change 

WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND 

Lab. 15; LD. 14; Iml 4: R. 2 

NOC No change 

WINCHESTER 

LD. 36; C. ft Lab. o: lod. 4. 

UX No change 
WOKING 

LD. 18: C. Ift Lab. 7. 

U). gain from NOC 
WOKINGHAM 
LD, 29; C. 24: Ind, 1. 

UX gain front NOC 

WORCESTER 

Lab. 23; C ft LD. 3: Ind. 1. 

Lab. No change 
WORTHING 
LD, 25: C, 11. 

LD, No change 
WYRE FOREST 

Lab. 26: LD.S; C, 3; UK 3; Ind, 2 
Lah. gain front NOC 


Unitary councils 

BOURNEMOUTH 
LD.29.C. ift Lab. 6; Ind, 4. 
No overall control 
BRIGHTON ft HOVE 
Lab, 54: C. 23; Green.,1- 
Lnb. control new conndl 
DARLINGTON 
Lab. 36; C. 12 LD. 2 fad, (. 
Lab, control new council 
DERBY 

UK 39; C. 3; LD. 2 

Lab, coacro! aewcoasctt 

HARTLEPOOL 

Ub. 39; LD, 5; C, 2 fad, 1. 

Lab, No change 

LEICESTER 

Lab. 41; LD. S: C, 7. 

LaK control sew connefl 

uton 

Lab. 36c LD. ft C. 3. 

UK control new council 
MILTON KEYNES 
Ub, 3U: LD, IS, C, 2 Ind. 1. 
UK control new council 
POOLE 

LD. 23; C. 13: Ub. 3. 

Lft control new council 
PORTSMOUTH 
Uh.2i; LD, I2C.0, 

Labour boM 
RU1XAND 

Ind. It: LU. 5; C. 2 Lab, 2 
lad. control new council 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Ub. 2ft LO. 13; C, 3. 

LoK control new council 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Ub. ht). 

UK control new cuund! 
THAMES DOWN 
Lab. 41; IT), ft C. 3; lmJ. 1. 
UK control new councB 
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Tories fail A lonely life now Essex has rejected old allies 

to find 
southern 
comfort 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Bournemouth, Poole, Brighton 
and Hove, three South coast 
towns which the Conservatives 
promoted as their best hope for 
signs of a Tbry revival, failed to 
deliver on Thursday. 

With the elections for new 
shadow unitary authorities the 
seals were being contested on 
last year’s results - the Con- 
servatives worst ever in local 
government - rather than the 
high of 1992 on which most of 
Thursday’s poll was fought. 

But in Bournemouth, rather 
than advancing to lake control 
again of a town that Had been 
true blue for a century up to 
UPl. the Conservatives slipped 
back, taking a net loss of two. 

In Poole, they merely stood 
still, sticking on 13 seats as the 
Liberal Democrats gained five 
- three new seats plus one gain 
from Labour and one from an 
independent. 

In Brighton and Hove. Ge- 
offrey Theobald, the likely Con- 
servative group leader, claimed 
a 2 per cent swing back to the 
Conservatives yesterday. But 
they’ still lost seven seals to 
Labour's nine gains. Steve Bas- 
sam. Labour's leader in 
Brighton, retorting that “54 
seats out of 78“ - Labour’s po- 
sition on the new authority -“is 
a landslide in anybody's terms”. 

In Bournemouth. Juney Grif- 
fiths, a defeated Conservative 
councillor, blamed the Gov- 
ernment. “The things that lest 
us this were national policies, 
not local (Hies,” she said. “There 
is general dissatisfaction with 
the way the Government is 
handling oh so many things." 

Low interest rates were hit- 
ting the income of Bourne- 
mouth's army of pensioners, she 
said, while many were worried 
about long-term care. If the 
economy was improving, “peo- 
pL|$ke us have not felt it yet". 


Bob Chapman, the Tory 
group leader, also blamed “gen- 
eral dissatisfaction" with the 
Government “We worked very 
hard. We couldn’t have done 
much more to pull the vote out, 
but it didn’t want to come," 

The town held its own dis- 
appointment for the Liberal 
Democrats who failed by one 
seat to turn their minority con- ■ 
trol into full control. A revived 
Labour vote produced a Con- 
servative gain in one ward at the 
liberal Democrat’s expense. 

In neighbouring Poole, how- 
ever, talked up by Labour as 
much as by the Ibries as a like- 
ly site for gains, there was no 
such Blair effect Their four 
seats fell to three as the liber- 
al Democrats strengthened 
their control. “We expected to 
do much better,” Tony Gardner, 
the Labour group leader who 
lost his own seat, admitted. 

Ominously for the Ibries he 
said tactical voting played a part 
“The Libera] Democrats said 
very clearly that only they could 
keep the Ibries out and that had 
some effect, there’s no doubt 
about that" 

The result leaves the liber- 
al Democrats poised to take the 
new parliamentary seat of Mid 
Dorset and North Devon, to be 
contested by Alan Leaman, the 
party's director of strategy. In 
the relevant wards the liberal 
Democrats took 52 per cent of 
the vote, he said, yesterday. 

Further along the coast,. 
Conservative Central Office’s 
hopes of a revival faired no bet- 
ter. Labour held Portsmouth 
and in Hastings the Ibries suf- 
fered a wipe-out losing their last 
five seats as the Liberal De- 
mocrats took control. Thctkal 
voting in the general election 
would threaten the 6,634 ma- 
jority of the Conservative MP 
Jacqui Lait over the Liberal De- 
mocrats in Hastings and Rye. 


WILL BENNETT 

Malcolm Buckley yestatfay con- 
templated a solitary existence in 
Basildon council chamber noth 
the sort erf determined optimism 
which Conservative activists 
have to adopt in these desper- 
ate times. 

T suppose I will feel a bit 
lonely,” said Mr Buckley. “But 
there are a great number of for- 
mer anmtiflors and party work- 
era who will be working with me 
to achieve some of our Con- 
servative ideals and put our case 
forward.’' 

■ On Thursday Mr Buckley 
was the only Conservative coun- 

Stumped 
by mayor 
in cricket 
heartland 


JAMES CUS1CK 

When the Magna Carta, the 
great charter of liberties, was 
signed in Runnymede in 1215, 
there was so much worry over 
“the abuses of local govern- 
ment" that a -special clause was 
demanded by the barons. Yes- 
terday, 781 years cm in Rim- 


cfllor to survive in Basildon 
when he fought off the liberal 
Democrat challenge in bis 
Widrford South ward by 99 
votes. Thirteen of his party col- 
leagues were defeated and 
Labour took control of the 
council. 

The landslide qualified him 
for endangered species status in 
the Essex town which was the 
symbol of John Major’s General 
Election victory in 1992. The 
Ibiy victory there provided the 
first dear signal that labour had 
lost for the fourth time r unnin g. 

It demonstrated that Essex 


Man, the epftomy of the 
populist working-class voter 
enlisted to the Tory cause by 
Baroness Thatcher, was still 
backing the Government But 
Mr Major can no longer rely on 
this crucial sector of the elec- 
torate. 

Mr Buckley, 45. an estate 
agent, tried to sound upbeat yes- 
terday when he pointed out that 
last year BasQdoo Conservatives 
lost every ward, including his 
own which went to the Liberal 
Democrats by four votes. Bui he 
admitted that voters had told 
him that all the political patties, 
including the Conservatives, 
lacked any kind of broad vision. 


He believes that to start win- 
ning back seats in Basildon the 
Conservatives have to stop 
squabbling, tell voters that there 
is more that unites them under 
the Ibiy banner than divides 
them and hammer home the 
message that Britain is doing 
belter economically than other 
European countries. 

“In terms of public relations 
the Conservative forty as an or- 
ganisation has an appalling 
record," he said. “The Labour 
Party has rung rings around us 
for a couple of years and 1 cer- 
tainly think that Brian Mawhin- 
ney. the party chairman, has got 
to take that in hand." 


Like many grass roots Con- 
servatives he has watched with 
dism ay as the party has fought 
publicly over European policy. 
“We should concentrate on ar- 
eas of European policy where 
there is agreement and on the 
positive aspects, resolve our 
differences in private and pre- 
sent a publicly united front," 
he said. 

“The other thing wc hove to 
do is to bring to the electorate’s 
attention just how how unreli- 
able the opposition are. If 
Labour came to power 1 don’t 
think that we will see the Tbuy 
Blair version of the Labour 
Party, we will see the John 


Prescott and Robin Cook ver- 
sion." 

Conservatives in Basildon 
still regard Lady Thatcher as the 
leader they should never have 
Ipsi but have reluctantly ac- 
cepted Mr Major as her suc- 
cessor. They believe that he now 
has to demonstrate her political 
gut instincts when faced with a 
crisis. 

“I don’t think we have any 
choice about John Major lead- 
ing us into the nest general elec- 
tion," Mr Buckley said. 

T expect him to get back on 
his soap box and deliver the 
goods by sticking to good, basic 
Conservative beliefs." 


tut local government 
True-blue Surrey, redolent of 
gins and tomes, fine golf clubs, 
pop stars* palaces, and the 
cricket and warm beer erf village 
greens so beloved by the Prime 
Minister, had almost lowered 
the Ibty flag of control 
Only the casting vote of the 
Tbry mayor of Runnymede will 
now ensure the party’s control 
In two key wards of the 13 con- 
tested on Thursday, Labour 
lost by a total of only 24 votes. 
“It was sickening for us really," 
said Rodney Pate, leader of the 
Labour group in Runnymede. 

In this part of world the 
Labour Party don’t normally 
choose council candidates, they 
send out a search party. The 
Ibries’ loss of two wards, with 
Labour gaining two, means the 
new coundJ is now made up of 
21 Ibries, 14 Labour, six inde- 
pendents and one Liberal De- 
mocrat A new mayor wfll be 
elected on 14 May. 

7 If tbe Conservative’s national 
party chairman, Brian Mawhin- 
ney, is still struggling to see the 



Tory stronghold still: Englefield Green, where villagers are preparing for cricket and warm beer this summer as usual Photograph: Philip Meech 


light at the end of a tunnel to- 
day, he could do no better than 
telephone Howard Langley, 
Rumrymede’s council leader. 
Mr Langley spent most of yes- 
terday with his calculator. The 
result of his digital arithmetic 
was, be insisted, good news.- . 

Loss of control loss of two 
seats, end of an era? Mr Lan- 
gley will have none of it. With- 


out mentioning losses he said: 
Tfro years ago we won five 
seats, last year we won seven 
seats, this year we won sine 
seals. Anyone who is writing off 
the Conservatives is a fooL 
There will be warm beer and 
cricket at Englefield Green 
where the grass isbeing pre- 
pared for the village cricket sea- 
son and even if Tories all over 


the country are drowning in 
tears, Mr Langley is set to 
break out the champagne. “The 
Conservatives in Runnymede 
did brilliantly," he said in his 
best Dunkirk voice. “Our over- 
all vote went up by 3.000 to 
1 1,000; our overall percentage 
of the vote went up from 74 to 
76 per cent. If this is melt 
down, then gee whizz, who is 


kidding who?" And there was 
a message for Mr Mawhinney; 
Mr Langley insisted the Tories’ 
campaign was positive. “We 
fought on what the reasons 
were to vote for us." 

Labour, as almost-but-not- 
quite losers sometimes do, 
blamed anything. Mr Pate said 
Labour had too few troops on 
the ground, and claimed the 


Tories fought a “dirty" leaflet- 
ing campaign. 

And m Virginia Water the 
Labourvote actually tripled frran 
around 30 votes to just over 100. 
Ts that all we got?” asked Mr Rate. 
“We were hoping for more, but I 
suppose when the constituency is 
divided into the wealthy and die 
very wealthy, you cant call that a 
natural Labour seat, can you?" 
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JERSEY ROYAL NEW 

POTATOES 


With their thin skins and 
delicate flavour; Jersey Royals 
are the finest new potatoes you 
could ever taste. From the first lime they 
were grown on the sun-wanned island of 
Jersey, they're been relished for a flavour 
that’s unique. Jersey Royals are in the 


shops for just a few short weeks each yean 
Enjoy them while you can. 

Bur link and often. Jersey Royals are best 
at their freshest - that's i thy ice rush in 


new supplies each day. No need 
to peeL just trash, or rub iff the 
skins if you prefer. Simply place 
in boiling sailed water and sunnier udth a 
sprig of mint fur 12-15 minutes or until 
tender. Serve hot with a knob of butter, or 
cold with spring salads. Delicious! 



JERSEY PRODUCE RECIPES 
FROM ANTON MOSMANN 
Master Chef Anton Mrairaann 
loves Jersey Royals and serves them in ail 
kinds of ways. Many of bis latest ideas for 
Jersey produce are in our free 28 page 
booklet. Send a stamped addressed envelope 
hr your copy today. 


t 



VjWft A LUXURY HOUDAY IN JERSEY 

Simply complete the coupon Wow to enter a fne priw diav 
to take place at the end of July, for on unforgettable holiday for Wo in 
Jersey. You and your partner will fly to Jersey from your loeal airport, ihei 
stay for a week on half board at the luxurious beachfront Hotel L’Horizun 
overlooking St Brelade’s Bay. Spacious and comforiuble, this Tour star hoti 
is renowned for its excellent cuisine reflecting French and English 
influences. No purchase necessary. 


Post now to: Jersey Produce, PO Box 217, London N10 lQJ 
Please enter me for the holiday draw. 


Name. 


Address. 


’Genuine 

yoney 

fpROpUCE* , 


•Postcode 


Foe your FREE recipe booklet, plw mrlow n stamped, adT-addrewed ondopr, UO x 220mm (4VS"x 
If you do not want lo receive other offers which we fret may be of imercai i o you. pk&c lick hox Q 
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news 


Jail for killer 


Rowing out to win after a quiet winter with the lettuces* 


who called 1471 


to trace victim 


An unemployed man who 
slabbed his love rival to death 
with an eight-inch carving 
knife after finding out his iden- 
tity by dialling British Tele- 
com’s 147 i call-back service 
was yesterday cleared of mur- 
der by a jury. 

But Colin Crilchlow. 23. of 
Wednesfield. West Midlands, 
was jailed for five-and-a-half 
years for the manslaug hter of 
18-year-old soldier -Andrew 
Green, of WillenhalL West Mid- 
lands. 

The jury at Northampton 
Crown Court was told that 
Crilchlow. who had denied 
murder, stabbed Mr Green in 
the back four times then kicked 
him in the head with stccl- 
capped safety boots as he lay dy- 
ing. 

The jury found Crilchlow 
guilty of manslaughter on the 
grounds that he was provoked 
into the attack by his live-in girl- 
friend Joanne Rudge, 19. also 
of Wednesfield. 


They bad been told that she 
Haunted her affections for Mr 
Green in front of him. 

r riichlow was also sentenced 
iu-j ... s jail, to tv served con- 
secutively. alter admitting steal- 
ing nearly £14.1)00 from the safe 
of an hotel in Wolverhampton 
where he previously worked as 
a porter. . 

He asked the court to pass on 
his regret and sorrow wbat he 
had done to the Green family. 

Outside court after the bear- 
ing members of Mr Green’s 
family were in tears, and de- 
scribed the verdict as a disgrace. 

“He has got away with mur- 
der. It is a disgrace." said Mr 
Green's grandmother, Eliza- 
beth Green. 

Mr Green's parents and oth- 
er members of his family were 
often in tears as they sat through 
the five-day uiaL 

The jury had been told how 
Crilchlow became suspicious 
that Ms Rudge, with whom 
he has a one-year-old daughter. 


was seeing someone else. 

He dialled 1471 after finding 
a number he did not recognise 
on their telephone - and got the 
□umber of Mr Green's parents 
home. 

He then chased Mr Green in 
a car after spotting him kissing 
and holding hands with Ms 
Rudge in Wednesfield last Au- 
gust 

Mr Green stumbled and fell 
over as he tried to get away. 
Crilchlow leapt out of the car 
and stabbed him four times in 
the back as he lay face down on 
die floor. 

He then kicked Mr Green in 
the head, shouting: “Gel up and 
fighr you bastard." 

Critchlow claimed in his ev- 
idence that he had not intend- 
ed to kill Mr Green and said he 
had no memoiy of slabbing him 
with the knife. 

Mr Green, a private in the 
Royal Artillery, had only re- 
turned home on leave the night 
before his death. 





The.4nn Clunvilie sets out to sea in one 
uf the toughest and fastest-growing 
sports in the world - pilot-gig racing. 

Manned by a crew of “hefty lads”, the 
gig, named after a legendary 6ft Cornish 


oarswoman. win defend its title in the 
world championships to be held around 
the Sdfly Isles this weekend. 

Martin Langdon, a graphic artist and 
crew member - along with a coalman. 


two builder's labourers and a firefight- 
er- has hi gh hopes of winning again this 
year, with crew and boat well-prepared. 
“We stripped the gig down ... and let it 
dry out inside the [garden] lettuce 


cloche." he said, making her "very, very 
light" for the rare, which goes ahead even 
in the roughest seus. “One minute vour 
oar can he 10 feet in the air, the neoffau 
are 10 fuel under water," he said. 
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“Find them for less locally. 
§r & we ll refund Ni 


’save' 

£3 


Dulux Vinyl Merit, 
Silk or Soft Sheen 
Emulsion 
Pure Brilliant 
White. 2.5 Litres. 
Was £7.99 

£ 4 ” 

Dulux Vinyl Matt 
or Silk Emulsion 
Pure Brilliant 
White. 7.5 Litres 

Was £15.99 


was w.yy 

m DOUBLE THE 


r SAVE \ B&Gt Hanging 
CA 6 A \ Basket tit 
umnj you ) Contains 
JOU / I2fns wire 
BUY A KITy hanging 
|^i S basket, fiore 

S; liner, bracket with 

Jffl'i fixings, compost 
T- v&i and plant food. 

£3-49 


Dulux Natural 
Hints Vinyl Matt, 
Silk or Soft 
Sheen Emulsion 
12 Colours. 

2.5 litres. 

Was £11.99 


£ 12 £ 


dieference: 


t Price for basket, fibre finer and bracket 
£8.43 when purchased separately. 


[ErtRGKFLNl 

! S© i 


Levmgton ‘Evergreen 
Extra 1 Lawn Feed 




Dulux 

^NYtMATT 


Hint*' 

J 


Ry>iM7tf.gg 


- — »i f 


B8f€t Non Drip 
Gloss, Undercoat 
or Liquid Gloss 

Pure Brilliant White. 
2.5 Litres. 

Was £5.99 

£ 4 " 



With weedkiller and 
mosskiiler. Contains 
MCPA, Mecoprop 
and Ferrous Sulphate. 
Treats * f OO 
100sq.m. f 


•Grass Hopper* Triple 
Action Lawncare 

Contains DJcamba and 
Ferrous Sulphate. Treats 
up to 300sq.m. 

£ 19 ” 


B&G Slug Kilter 


i v .V DRIP 


Blue mini pellets. 
Contains a 
Metaldehyde. J 
800g. I 


£1 


ilLLEB 


U- PURS 7 

[Hi til Am 

HITE 


Crown Wallpaper 
Small florals or floral 
stripe design in 
5 colourways. 

Was £4.99 


KEVIN PINOS* B&Q WANDSWORTH 




£9" 

AmMm per roll 


) Blue Hawk Plaster Coving 

'Pack of 6. 

100mm x 2m lengths. 


£10 

Also 127mm 

£122 


Also 127mm x 2m lengths. 

£12" 

par pack 



g«c*nc Mountfield Omega Laser 42 

Garage Door Petrol Rotary Mower 
Opener 161ns cutting width, recoil m 

start and 50 litre grass M 
SN122 collection bag. 09^^ 

ism-* mm 


Was £115 


Canopy Garage Door Adaptor 
Synapse SN 1 23 (not shown) a 


Blue Hawk 
Readymixed 
Cove Adhesive 

Sufficient for 
6 x 2m lengths. 

2 Litres. 

£ 8 ” 


Synapse SN 1 23 (not shown) 
for use with opener if garage 
door is canopy style. 


£100 

rpfor 

£40 





Cuprfno! Garden 
TimberCare 
Available in 

4 colours. 

5 litres. 


£ 6 !! 

9 Litres. 

£ 0.99 

mm W each 


MK46 1 3amp 
Extension A 
Reel T 

30 metres. m 


Qualcast RE30 
Electric Lawn Rake 

12ins raking width. 


FULL) 
.SIZE J 


np 

£19 


EARN TESCO CUJBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q NOW! 



£69 


B&Q Growing 
Bag or Shamrock 
Peat Free Growing Bag 
Was £1.49 


99p 



■ V Pick up o 

- leaflet In store. 

Does not apply In B&Q 
Warehouses or BitA Depots. 


M ^,1 PowerB reaker 

3S? Adaptor A- 

Was £18.99 » ■ 

Char-Broil Arizona 

Gas Barbecue wSHK 

Cast olumimium hood \. A 

and bowl, push 

button ignition . 

and dual 

control burners. 


£ 14 ” 


f BIG>( 
150 LITRE 
V BALE 



BAG Mufti 
Purpose 
Compost 
150 litre bale. 
WAS £6.99 


£79 


£ 4 ” 

80 litre bale. 

£ 2 ” 



Japanese Azaleas 

In various colours. 
In 2 litre pot. 

/4.99 


£ 4 ” £2 


Gallery Lupins 
(n various colours. 
In 2 litre pot. 


BHTADTS BIGGEST DJ.Y CHAIN - FOR YOUR BAREST STORE PHONE OUT 466 4166 


READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU 
BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 


A BIGGER CHOKE 
A BETTER PRICE 


MondapStfiBday: 

MoS Potw Bonvflpm 
Sondoy: Mw» Mores &»fltond * W«*a 
lOanvJpm rwtwr* pemutod) 
ScotoNj SNoffrwrri tre&uJ OcttvGotti 


■sr'Awnceufjf lajfAxtf *rou*KlanriorfeBioea(irMi«i« 

M4Mn» AS «« a» a rig .yy cuoyno! one mm you cm poet yCM B6Q 9m 

wc ■»" aaag y .mnae "*• Saar MAro d Ji roacB pne* ptoi <4ncti a^fraifac* jtw oroOuO^ 

Oficr. nav«**c* MO nfcrthwrwsorMMO Donee aBMwa<«xuiwi O’knuCfKt <o -3«4Uwy MwctuKHaOMDann^ 


cotoKS A Northern tretaid 9m4pm 

BANK HOUDAY 
MONDAY 
8am to 8pm 

Cito h ita w how may vary, ptetaa 
pnons jw nacnS Hors to corem 
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Fans united in 


stand over seats 


of yearning 


KATE WATSON-SMY7H 


Manchester United expect to be 
crowned champions of foot- 
ball's Premier League at 
Middlesbrough tomorrow, hut 
a group of their most loyal 
supporters will be reluctant to 
join the celebrations. 

The club, who have annoyed 
fens with frequent changes of kit 
and been criticised for selling 
their own brand whisky, now 
face protests stemming from the 
£28 million redevelopment of 
their Old Trafford ground. 

Last season. 1,500 season 
ticket holders were temporari- 
ly moved while the north stand 
was' rebuilt But United have 
told the supporters that they will 
not be able to return to tbeir old 
seats because the area has been 
set aside for executive members 
and corporate entertainment. 

Two disgruntled regulars, 
Eric and Mary BrownhilL have 
supported the dub for the last 
50 years and never miss a home 
match. Since 1966, they have 
enjoyed “the best seats in the 
ground” - in the centre of the 
North Stand. Now, they may 
cancel their season tickets. 

Mrs BrownhilL aged 75. from 
Stretford, said: “We have been 
totally loyal for 50 years and 
now they have taken our seals 
away so that they can give them 
to people with more money. 
There is an enormous feeling of 
betrayal among fans. We nev- 
er deserted them, even when 
tbeywere in the second division. 
This is how they treat us.” 

United season tickets are 
highly prized and supporters 


must show strong evidence of 
their loyally to the club before 
they can buy one. The Brown- 
hills spend £308 out of their pen- 
sion every year, but the new cost 
in the executive stand is £1,200. 

“We have been told that we 
can keep our temporary seats 
which arc right up in a corner 
where we can't see the goal.” 
said Mrs BrownhiU- “We can 
return to north stand, but only 
on one of the new tiers which 
are very high up. We cannot 
manage that many steps. 

“Wc may just call it a day and 
cartel uur tickets altogether. It 
will be such a shame, hut there 
is no point spending money for 


scats that are no good. ' yjf : 
Susan Halpem, who has s 


Susan Halpem, who ha s sat 
behind the Browuhillswilh her 


husband Jeffrey for 28 years, 
accused the club of not telling 


accused the club of not telling 
supporters of its plans until 
the last minute. “Wc were led 


to believe up until last week that 
we would have our old seam 


back and now we will have to 


take grossly inferior seats be- 
cause it Is too late to do anything 
about it. The fans have’ been 


treated disgracefully.” 

Ken Ramsden, United's as- 
sistant secretary, said ii had 
been derided that an executive 
area was the best way of re- 
couping the huge ground costs. 
“We've apologised, but it was 
very expensive to rebuild the 
stand and we had to gene rale 
the money from somewhere," 
he said. “We are a commercial 
organisation and need to gen- 
erate an income to continue our 
current level of success.” 
Championship preview, sport 


Oyston ‘victim’ 
dabbled in drugs 


jjismi 

(o in** 1 


Chinese tli 
flees to A i 





A woman who claims she was 
raped by millionaire Owen Oys- 
ton in a three-in-a-bed sex ses- 
sion told a court yesterday that 
she had dabbled in drugs since 
the age of 13. 

The woman, now aged 20, 
daims that when she was 16 she 
was driven to 62-year-old Mr 
Oyston's country mansion, 
where she watched him have sex 
with another girl before being 
ordered to take her clothes off 
and join them. 

Cross-examined by Anthony 
Scrivener QC, defending, at 
Liverpool Crown Court, the 
woman admitted she had 
smoked cannabis and taken ec- 
stasy and amphetamines occa- 
sionally since she was 13. 

She ' said she smoked 
cannabis as recently as last 
year. “I was smoking cannabis 
to forget," she said. “It made me 
forget things. I didn’t want to 
face up to things.” 

But she told Mr Scrivener: “It 


all, not at all." 

The woman also daims Mr 
Oyston, chairman of Blackpool 
fool ball dub, forced her io per- 
form oral sex in die badi of a car. 

Mr Oyston, of Claughton 
HalL near Lancaster, pleads not 
guilty to raping and indecently 
assaulting the woman, and de- 
nies raping another woman. 

The first woman in the case. 


has told the jury she was driven 
to Mr Oyston’s house late at 
night and raped on the four- 
poster bed. 

Asked by Mr Scrivener 
whether she protested when Mr 
Oyston allegedly forced her to 
have oral sex, the woman asked: 
**Wbat could J do?” 

Mr Scrivener raid: "You 
could have raid no.” 

“I put my head up and he 
pulled it back down." the 

woman said. 

She refuted Mr Scrivener’s 
suggestion that the incident 
never took place. Mr Scrivener 
said she could have asked Lisa 
French, who was sitting in (he 
front seat of the car, for help. 

The woman said: Tisi ... she 
was going out with him.” 

She denied she had been in- 
terested in looking around Mr 
Oyston's house. 

'Mr Scrivener suggested that 
she was. and that she went up- 
stairs to look at the bedroom. 
Lisa French had gone to the 
bathroom and when she came . 
out they had all left. 

The woman said: “You can 
suggest what you like but 1 am 
not lying. I know what 
happened.” 

She could not remember if 
she saw a doctor after the 
incident. r 

Asked why she had not com- 
plained U> anyone, she said: “1 
was too ashamed.” 
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Detectives link 
Tasmania killer 
to more murders 






GEOFF SPENCER 

of Associated Press 

Hobart - Police said yesterday 
that they will re-investigate two 
unsolved murders and a disap- 
pearance in Tasmania to see if 
they are connected with the man 
accused of a massacre last 
weekend. 

Martin Bryant, 28, is accused 
of shooting 35 sightseers and 
staff at the Port Arthur colonial 
prison complex last Sunday 
with high-powered assault 
weapons. He then barricaded 
himself inside a guest cottage 
with three hostages and set it 
alight- He is now in Royal Ho- 
bart Hospital under heavy po- 
lice guard with extensive burns 
to his back. 

Assistant Police Commis- 
sioner Luppo Prins said yes- 
terday that officials will 
determine if Bryant was linked 
to the murders of a tourist and 
a A ral man, and the disap- 
pearance of a German tourist. 

Italian tourist Victoria Cafas- 
so, 20, was stabbed to death on 
a beach at Beaumaris on Tas- 
mania's east coast late last year, 
Leo Rogers was stabbed more 
than 60 times in his home in Ho- 
bart last year, and Nancy 


Grundwaidt, 26, disappeared 
near Beaumaris in 1993. 

Meanwhile, the first victim of 
this week’s Port Arthur mas- 
sacre was laid to rest More than 

600 mourners paid their, re- 
spects to Royee Thompson, 59, 
a bus driver who died in the 
massacre at the historic ruins of 
Australia’s most notorious colo- 
nial -eraprison. 

Mr Thompson was mowed 
down by his bus. He bad driven 
a group tourists on a regular day 
trip to Port Arthur. “He was a 
special fellow, one of nature’s 
gentlemen,” his boss. Bob 
Cbung Gon, said before the fu- 
neral at St Clement’s church at 
Kingston, near Hobart 

Yesterday’s burial will be fol- 
lowed by many more as bodies, 
most of them of visitors from 
other statesman: returned to rel- 
atives over the next few days fol- 
lowing post mortem exam- 
inations. Of the 18 people 
wounded in the massacre, 10 are 
still in hospital, one in a serious 
condition. Most are expected to 
be released next week. 

Lindsay fyne, the hospital's 
chief executive, said more than 
40 threats had been received 
since Bryant was brought there. 
Most call ere are angry that 


Bryant is receiving medical care 
under the same roof as some of 
the people be is suspected of 
wounding. 

A trace was put on the hos- 
pital switchboard on Thursday 
after staff absenteeism in- 
creased dramatically following 
the threats. “There’s been a few 
phone calls that have been 
tracked and handed over to the 
police," Pyne said yesterday. 

Police nave not released de- 
tails of the threats, but the 
rails have frightened hospital 
staff already stressed from long 
hours of treating badly wound- 
ed people, Pyne said. A bomb 
scare was also telephoned to the 
hospital and 80 staff and 12 


\ 


hospital and oU start ana u. 

Wre,em ' I calling’ Rosie G^ s.ToQ yean, old, calebreting with her great gr and-daughter, Kristine 




photograph: AP 


Avon lady 
rings up a 
century 

Bismarck. North Dakota (AP) 
— Rosie Gries made her first 
Avon sale in 1938 - a lDceni 
( 6p) tube of hand cream. Now, 
at the age of 100. she is still ring- 
ing doorbells as the cosmetic 
company's oldest salesperson. 

“1 feel like I did when I was 
16,” Ms Gries said on her birth- 
day on Thursday. “1 don't feel 
rnv age. I can't believe it." _ 
'Some things have changed in 
the 58 years she has been sell- 
ing for Avon - she hires a 
driver for her twice-monthly 
rounds, and she does not see or 
hear as well as she used to. 

Nonetheless, Ms Gries has 
vowed to sell Avon for “as long 
as I can walk". She has about 
25 customers in the sparsely 
populated area of North 
Dakota where she lives. 

Ms Gries has gained fame for 
her long service - even making 
a television appearance on The 
Tbnighi Show m 1986. 

Avon paid tribute to its old- 
est salesperson by throwing a 
party for Ms Gries.“Tomorro\v 
starts a new day and then 1 have 
to start over again," she said. 


Chinese dissident 
flees to America 


RENEE SCHOOF 

Associated Press 

Peking - A leader of China's 
1989 democracy movement has 
fled to the United States be- 
cause police harassment made 
it impossible for him to find a 
job or aplace to Kve. 

Liu Gang left China with 
the help of international human 

rights groups and arrived in the 


victim 




Liu Gang: Police prevented 
him from getting a job 

US penniless but with political 
asylum, the New York-based 
group Human Rights in China 

reported yesterday. 

In Washington, presidential 
spokesman Mike McCuny Mid 
Mr Liu entered the US under 
a Justice Department waiver 
that allows admittance for 
emergency or national interest 

Allies. 

Mr Uu served a sfe-year 
prison sentence for participation 
in the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
pro-democracy protest, earamg 
the nickname “Iron Man for his 
refusal to bend to prison rules. 


Robin Munro of Human 
Rights Watch Aria called Mr 
Liu “a very brave man and in- 
domitable fighter for democ- 
racy” who was “badly tortured 
and beaten and ill-treated” in 
prison. 

China has almost no dissident 

community left, Mr Munro 
said. 

Released in June, Mr liu re- 
turned to his family’s home in 
LJaoyuan, in north-eastern Join 
province, where police kept a 
tight watch on him. v 
They surrounded hi house, 
followed him and made it nn- 
possMefbrhim to get a job. Mr 
Liu earlier said that police 

crashed into taxis he was m, and 

searched, detained and robbed 
him. 

“The police in Liaoyuan 
treated me very badly. I couldn’t 
bear them,” Mr Liu said. They 
also ordered him to report his 
thoughts to them once a week, 
not to leave Ms hometown and 
not to talk to foreign reporters. 
Mr Liu refused. 

Mr Liu left his family home 
after his stepmother suffered 
mental disturbances because of 
the stress of police harassment. 

He went to Peking last month 
to file an appeal asking to be left 

alone. Mr liu said police threat- 1 
ened to arrest him again u nless 
he returned to his home town. 

The Human Rights in China 

report said police would cause 
so much trouble for anyone Mr 
liu stayed with that he would 
be forced to leave. 

It also said authorities refused 
to ftErig n him a job or give him 
a licence for a small business 
like a street stall, and warned 
employers not to hire him. 
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, Infaderm Toiletries- 
Free from soap, fragrances, colourings an 

Used regularly; Infaderm gently c . 
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TRADITIONALLY PREPARED BRITISH GAMMONS - £2.00 OFF PER KILO. 

We go to extraordinary lengths to ensure the authenticity of our cooked Gammons. AH our cuts are taken &om prime legs 
,f fresh, British Pork It’s no secret that they have such a deliciously meaty, crumbly texture because there is no added water. 

We specify very particularly, that our Honey Roast Gammons are actually brushed with blossom honey, by hand, 
before roasting Even the stock we use for our Boiled Gammon is freshly prepared using onions, carrots, peppercorns and 
bay leaves And to ensure you get the best possible opportunity to try them, our Breaded, Honey Roast, 

Boiled and Cooked Gammons are currently available at £2.00 off per kilo. Outstanding value, we think you’ll agree. 


MARKS K SPENCER Makes Ordinary , Extraordinary. 
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Algeria tops list of 


journalists' deaths 

raris — Some 51 purnalisis were 
killed and more than 100 jailed 
around the world last year, con]' 
pared with 103 in 1994, the 
Paris-based Reporters Without 
Borders said. The organisation 
reported that some countries - 
including Romania and Egypt - 
allow their criminal justice sys- 


tems to curtail press freedom. Al- 
geria led the list of journalists 


killed on the job, with 22 assas- 
sinated last year. AP 


Nastase may sue 

Bucharest — Romanian former 
tennis star Hie Nastase. who is 
running for mayor of Bucharest, 
threatened to sue over news- 
paper claims he had served the 
communist-era Securitate spy 
service- Reuter 


Sex toy arrests 

Peking — Police arrested six 
people after asm plaints that ob- 
scene toys had been packaged 
in snack foods for children. 
The Guangdong Wanda food 
factory allegedly packaged plas- 
tic models of a man and woman 
having sexual intercourse. AP 


Military build-up 

Canberra — Australia's military 
is to boost its combat capability, 
including beefing up offshore 
fighting forces, to keep pace 
with Asian powers locked m an 
arms-buying spree. Reuter 


Harassment claim 


New Ybrk — A woman who 
worked for George C Scott has 
accused the actor of sexual ha- 
rassment Julie Wright claims 
Scott made demeaning sexual 
comments, tried to kiss and fon- 
dle her and asked her to have 
his baby. Reuter 

China quake kills 8 

Peking — At least eight people 
were killed and nearly 100 in- 
jured when an earthquake mea- 
suring 6.4 on the Richter scale 
jolted China's Inner Mongolia 
region.. Reuter 



Summit fails to bait 


anti-personnel mines 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


Humanitarian agencies yester- 
day described the United Na- 
tions Inhumane Weapons 
Convention conferences whkdi 
ended without a total ban on 
anti-personnel landmines, a 
“dismal failure". 

Diplomatic sources stressed 
the achievements of the two- 
week conference, but the British 
working group cm landmines, 
which includes Oxfam, Save 
the Children, Unicef and Chris- 
tian Aid, said its decisions were 

“riddled with loopholes, de- 
lays and lack of enforcement. In 
essence this is a mine layers’ 
charter"*. 

The conference, held in Gene- 


ply with the convention until 
rune years after it comes into 
force, meaning that “dumb” 
anti-personnel mines -which do 
not self-destruct dafter a certain 


period of time - can be laid, 
legally for the next decade. 


legally for the next decade. 

After that, it will be illegal to 
fay ‘'dumb” mines. But although 
the convention is legally bind- 
ing, there are no provisions for 


The revised protocol intro- 
duces strict standards for the 


designed to blind people but 

failed to agree a Man feet tan nn 

the anti-personnel urines which 
IdD or maim an estimate 20,000 
people a year - mostly cfriGans 
- after the wars in which they 
were laid have ended. 

Nations do not have to corn- 


main legal, to ensure they are 
easy to detect. New standards 
for marking minefields are also 
included, except where “direct 
enemy military action makes it 
impossible to comply". That is 
likely to be the case in many fo- 
ture armed conflicts. 

Aid agencies criticised the 
protocol for “legitimising" the 
Smart" mines which critics say 
are not sufficiently reliable tore- 
move the threat to civilians 
completely. 

The conference, attended by 
more than 80 countries, has ex- 


tended the scope of the con- 
vention to civil wars, where al- 
most all the recent carnage 
caused by anti-personnel mines 
has occurred But many inter- 
nal operations, such as those in 
Chedmya or Kashmir, could be 
classified as “internal security" 
or police actions, thus evading 
the convention. 

Humanitarian groups also 
attacked the definition of anti- 
personnel mines, described as 
those “primarily designed to be 
exploded by the presence, prox- 
imity or contact of a person". 
This could exclude dual-use 
mmes, designed to destroy tight 
vehicles, and the sub-munitions 
from weapons like Britain’s JP- 
2 33 anti-runway weapon, which 
are “primarily" designed to de- 
stroy runways and hinder their 
repair but which are also anti- 
personnel weapons. 

The convention bans the 
transfer of anti-personnel mines 
to "non-state" groups - like 
Hizbollah or the IRA - but hu- 
manitarian agencies ore also 
sceptical about enforcing that 


part of the convention.^ 

Diplomatic sources insisted 
the convention would help. 
British Forcqpi Office Minister. 
David Davis, said yesterday: 
"The revised protocol will set 
new standards which will sig- 
nificantly reduce the dangers to 
innocent civilians. But it is only 
a step. Our goal is a total inter- 
national ban on these weapons." 

On 22 April Mr Davis an- 
nounced Britain would destroy 
46 per cent of its stock of about 
20.Q0Q anti-personnel mines 


immediately. U would destroy 
the remainder If a total world- 


wide ban was agreed - some- 
thing that is now unlikely to 
happen in the near future. 

The conference did succeed 
in agreeing provisions fur penal 
sanctions against people seri- 
ously violating the protocol, al- 
though it might he difficult to 
discover who had laid mines, 
and for an annual conference to 
discuss land mines. 

The next foil review confer- 
ence will take place in five 
years’ time. 


US Embassy quashes report 
of Harriman quitting Paris 


MARY DEI EVSKY 

F&ris 


Death penalty stays 

Strasbourg — The Russian 
Foreign Minister, Yevgeny Pri- 


makov, ruled out any early abo- 
lition of the death penalty. 


lition of the death penalty, 
despite pressure from the 
Council of Europe which Rus- 
sia joined in February. AP 



Peace steps: A women pushes her belongings into the Bosnian-Serfo held Grtiavica 
district of Sarajevo, where many Muslims are returning home Photograph: Oleg Popov 


The United States embassy in 
Paris has “categorically demed” 
that the ambassador, the 
British-born aristocrat, Pamela 
Harriman. is resigning her post 
or leaving France. The denial 
follows a series of reports that 
Ms Harriman, whose arrival in 
Pars as an appointee of Presi- 
dent Clinton raised eyebrows in 
diplomatic drdes. was standing 
down or had already left France. 

To support its denial, the US 


of disseminating an internal 
memo, sent to all embassy staff 


posed resignation appeared. Jt 
says, in capital letters: “The Em- 
bassy of the United States in 
France would like to darify 
that Ambassador Harriman is 
still in Paris and will remain at 
her post indefinitely. The du- 
ration of the mission for all 
American ambassadors is at 


the heading, “Au revoir Madame 
Tambassadeur”. The caption 
said that Ms Harriman had left 
Paris on 17 April and had re- 
ceived the award “to remind her 
of the city she so loves”. 

This week's edition carries a 
grovelling apology, beaded: 
“Pardon, Madame i'ambas- 


the pleasure of the president of 
the United States. . 
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While there can be no doubt 
that Ms Harriman is in Pars, 


has not resigned, and apparently 
has no intention of leaving be- 
fore the end of Mr Clinton's first 


term as president the wide 
currency given to reports of her 
resignation raise questions 
about the degree of support the 
76-year-old ambassador enjoys 
in Washington, and specifical- 
ly at the State Department. 
When it was pointed out that 
the initial reports of her de- 
parture came from Washington, 
a US embassy source in Paris 
said: “'Washington is a Mve of 
speculation and rumour and 
Ambassador Harriman has en- 
emies like everyone else." 

One of the first Parisreports 
of Ms Haniman’s departure ap- 
peared in last week's Paris 
Match magazine, which showed 
a picture of Ms Harriman re- 
ceiving an award from the 
French culture minister under 



Pamela Harriman: Hoes 
not envisage leaving* 


sadeur." It says: “The ambas- 
sador wishes to clarify that she 
is still at her post in Paris and 
does not envisage leaving before 
the end of BQl Clinton’s pxesi- 


aftcr the autumn presidential 
elections. 

She said her time in Paris had 
been “fascinating, but I've had 
enough”, and she referred to 
long working days, the “limit to 
how long you can live a public 
life" and the difficulties of be- 
ing single, and a woman in an 
ambassadorial post: “Many 
things I do would never be 
asked of a male ambassador". 

The general tone of her re- 
marks, and the fact that she was 
quoted as referring to the elec- 
tions, rather than to the end of 
Mr Clinton’s tenn, or to his pos- 
sible re-election, permitted her 
remarks to be interpreted as 
meaning that she whs leaving 
sooner rather than later. 

Whatever the origin of the 
story,- the Paris embassy's de- 
termination to scotch the story 
indicates it has been embar- 
rassed and that Ms Haminwa' s 
position as ambassadorrtias 
been undermined. 

The affair comes at a time 
when the (JS particularly needs 
a strong presence in Paris. Re- 
lations ore going through an 
awkward phase, with differ 
ences in emphasis, if not out 


nrHiWliWP Rum.i 


FiFfl il*i ftflEtWffiH&m*! 


our apologies for 
report". 

The Washington /bar article 
which fuelled US reports of her 
imminent departure, quoted 
Ms Harriman as saying that she 
would be “ready to go home" 


policy, a year-old dispute about 
alleged CIA activities in France 
rumbling on, and a report in the 
French media yesterday, alleg- 
ing that a US spy plane had 
overflown sensitive military in 
stallations earlier this year. 
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Indian leader’s guru in jail for fraud 


■s 1‘epor 

iu’ Part 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

An Indian guru favoured by the 
prime minister. Narasimha 
Raw, for his sorcery and polit- 
ical savvy, was sent to a New 
Delhi jail yesterday on charges 
oF Fraud. 

India has throngs of bogus 
holy men but few are as suc- 
cessful or controversial as 
Chandraswamy. 47. who looks 
like an over-fed werewolf. 
Wearing white robes and with 
golden talismans clanking 
around his neck, the hairy “god- 
man , as the Indian press calls 
him. was led off by police to 
Tihar jail, one of the most 
violent prisons in Asia. 

The swami's arrest is also a 
measure of how far the prime 
minister himself has fallen. Un- 
til now, Mr Rao’s patronage has 
given Chandraswamy far 
greater protection from the law 
than any sorcerers talisman. 
But with Mr Rao’s Congress 
party facing defeat in purlia- 
mentaiy elections, which end on 
9 May, Chandraswamys spell of 
invulnerability is fast fadiog. 

It was a kwviy chief magistrate 
in New Delhi who finally had 
Chandraswamy arrested, after 
Supreme Court justices and 
cabinet ministers had tried in 
past - and failed. They were 
<Hbckcd by the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CB1), similar 
to Britain’s M15, which is under 
Mr Rao’s control. 

“The CBI. which operates di- 
rectly under the prime minister, 
had been dilly-dallying on the 
investigation due to the gov- 
ernment’s lukewarm altitude,'* 
said chief metropolitan magis- 


trate Prem Kumar . “Such peo- 
ple who felt they were beyond 
die clutches of the law are now 
facmg prosecution. Such people 
are no longer untouchable.” 

If the magistrate had been as 
scathing about the prime min- 
isler just a few weeks ago, he 
would have found himself ban- 
ished to the guerrilla-infested 
jungles of the North-east as pun- 
ishment. As one Supreme 
Court lawyer said: “This mag- 
istrate wouldn’t have had the 
guts to do this before. He re- 
alises that Rao is a setting sun.” 

What finally brought the jet- 
setting swami into a nose-dive 
was an eight-year old com- 
plaint made by a British-based 
Indian pickle merchant Chan- 
draswamy allegedly cheated the 
businessman, Lakhu Bhai 
Ftirhak, out of $100,000 on the 
false promise that he would use 
his government influence to 
obtain a newsprint contract. 

Bail was denied for the swa- 
mi but he is expected to plead 
poor health in hopes of oemg 
moved out of an over-crowded 
jafl cell in 105 degree beat to an 
air-conditioned hospital. 

In Madras, where he was ar- 
rested on Thursday night, 
Chandraswamy wailed to the 
judge: “I am surprised I have 
been arrested. I am unwell.” 
The swami was then flown to 
New Delhi, made to appear in 
court and sent to jail. 

The prime minister, cam- 
paigning for the third and final 
round of India’s elections, re- 
fused to comment on his guru’s 
arrest. Mr Rao and the swami 
had been friends for 27 years, 
and when Mr Rao became 
prime minister in 1991. Chan- 


draswamy was accorded belter 
access to him than even cabinet 
ministers; only the guru's Mer- 
cedes-Benz was allowed entry 
up tbe driveway to the premier's 
mansion, earning him the nick- 
name of “Mr Rao’s Rasputin”. 
The guru often boasted that the 
prune minster called him every 
day. But no longer. 

Known as a “tannic”, a kind 
of sorcerer who relies on in- 
cantations and mystical dia- 
grams, Chandraswamy has 
made previous accusations 
agains t him vanish into the air. 
The previous minis ter for in- 
ternal security, Rajesh Pflot, al- 
leged last September that 
id harboured 

! aggKgin. 

>bn after making the 
charges, Mr Rao cast Mr Pilot 
into the political wilderness, 
making him minister in charge 
of forests and environment 
Reports that the guru had act- 
ed as a bagman for an indus- 
trialist, who allegedly passed cm 
£460,000 to the prime minister, 
were never chased up by police. 
In February, the CBI, probably 
at Mr Rao's prodding, insisted 
that the case against the holy 
man be closed. 

The Supreme Court which 
lately has been the one lone 
voice against government cor- 
ruption, refused to drop the cas- 
es against the notorious guru. 
In an unprecedented move, the 
court also criticised the CBI for 
its bias towards the guru; the 
OBI director, according to some 
reports, was an occasional vis- 
itor to the Chandraswamy’s 
ashram, where dignitaries 
would touch the "godmanV 
manicured toes in obeisance. 



Unforeseen: The prime minister's guru Chandraswamy arriving at court following his arrest on swindling charges 


Chandraswamy’s intrigues go 
beyond India. Among his devo- 
tees are said to be some very 
eminent people, including busi- 
nessmen, stars of stage and 
screen and a pair of African 


presidents. Acquaintances 
claim that the supernatural 
powers of which Chand- 
raswamy boasts - mind-reading, 
prediction and spell-casting - 
pale beside bis ability to dupe 


his high-flying followers 
through flattery and appeals to 
their greed. 

“I have never done anything 
wrong," he once protested. 
“Can the clouds ever eclipse the 


sun? They will ultimately scat- 
ter and truth will prevail" In 
India, plenty of politicians arc 
dreading the day when the 
truth about their links to the 
“godman” finally shine through. 



Aznar takes power with pledge to give it away 


Aznar. Wants to promote 
gain's regions 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Madrid 

Spain's conservative Popular 
Party leader, Jose Maria Aznar, 
who narrowly won general elec- 
tions two months ago, yesterday 
promised a dramatic transfer of 
power from Madrid to the re- 
ffoos that he predicted “could 
unleash a process without 
historical precedent". 

Laying out his programme for 
government before MZ&.Mr 
Aznar proposed “a new terri- 
torial arrangement of .'power 
that recognises arid. restarts 
ths different peoples of Spain; 
their diversity, heterogeneity 
and the factors that differenti- 


ate them”. Tb achieve this, “con- 
sensus was more than an aim, 
it was a necessity”. 

He also insisted on the urgent 
need for economic austerity, 
essential to fulfil the criteria for 
European monetaiy union, he 
said, and to “make up for lost 
time”. Bid he promised that this 
too would be achieved through 
dialogue and consensus. 

The outgoing prime minister, 
Felipe Gonzalez, making his 
first opposition speech for 13 
years, welcomed Mr Aznar’s 
concfliatoiy tone. He promised 
he would be critical, but would 
not trade in insults and devot- 
ed much of. his reply to eiro 
phasiang points of agreement 


Perhaps Mr Gonzalez was 
keeping his powder dry, but it 
was sweetness and light in the 
first face-off for months be- 
tween Spain's two leading 
politicians. “This legislature is 
going to be much less tense and 
much more fun than the last” 
he noted at one point, to laugh- 
ter and applause. 

Mr Aznar is assured of win- 
ning the vote today that will 
fnstal him as prime minister af- 
ter sealing pacts with Spain's 
principal regional forces: na- 
tionalists from Catalonia, the 
Basque country and the Canary 
Islands. In doing so. he has for 
the first time united Spain's de- 
mocratic conservative forces. It 


is a historic achievement - even 
if this united front is not guar- 
anteed to bold For the moment, 
however, Mr Aznar has se- 
cured 25 crucial parliamentary 
votes that deliver him an ab- 
solute majority. 

At the heart of his pro- 
gramme lies a formula for in- 
creasing regional autonomy, 
under which Spain’s 17 regions 
will retain 30 per cent of income 
tax raised in each region. But 
tbe details, including a mecha- 
nism to prevent the poorer re- 
gions from losing out, remain to 
be worked out. 

This commitment, the prod- 
uct of his deal with the Catalan 
nationalists led by Jordi Pujol 


goes beyond anything attempt- 
ed by any government since the 
1978 post-Francoist constitution 
that recognised the rights of 
Spain’s regions and peoples. It 
buries what was until 4 March, 
the day after election day, the 
most conspicuous legacy of the 
FFs Francos* origins: the com- 
mitment to a centralised “Es- 
panolista" system of rule. 

Mr Aznar's choice of words 
yesterday, his assurance that 
“each region should reach the 
maximum levels of self-gov- 
ernment” his appeal to “all 
Spaniards and peoples of 
Spain”, mark an about-turn in 
approach that reveals the hall- 
marks of his pact with Mr Pu- 


jol's Convergence and Union 
party. The five MPs of the 
Basque Nationalist Party 
(PNV) finally decided this week 
to climb aboard, after the PP 
promised to enact in full a de- 
volution deal agreed by the 
Socialists but not completed. 

Mr Aznar promised public 
spending cuts, deregulation, 
privatisation and the amplifi- 
cation of bureaucracy that was 
stifling small businesses, all 
with the aim of combating “our 
great national problem” - un- 
employment, the worst in Eu- 
rope. Pensions and welfare 
provisions would be protected, 
but Mr Aznar demanded more 
efficiency and less waste. 


Yeltsin 
promises 
talks on 
Chechnya 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Boris Yeltsin and his Foreign 
Minister, Yevgeny Primakov, 
both made fresh moves to dear 
the path for ncgotialions over 
the Chechen war yesterday- un- 
derlining their desperation to 
convince voters {bey can solve 
ihe conflict before it further 
damages the President's re- 
election prospects. 

But Mr Yeltsin, who has 
promised to settle the affair be- 
fore next month's election, also 
conceded it was possible that 
nothing wfll result until after the 
poll There may be a “delay" in 
the outcome of any talks because 
the issue fa “far from simple ”, he 
said during a campaign visit to 
Yaroslavl north-east of Moscow. 

The beleaguered President, 
who trails the Communist 
leader.' Gennady Zyuganov, in 
most polls, said he intended to 
announced a formula for a set- 
tlement in Chechnya during a 
visit to the republic later this 
month. He said talks would in- 
volve three parties - the 
Moscow-backed Chechen gov- 
ernment, the Russian federation, 
and separatist leaders - al- 
though it is unclear whether the 
latter would agree to take pan. 

Mr Yeltsin has made clear 
that he was not willing to grant 
complete independence to 
Chechnya. But Mr Primakov ap- 
peared to take a more flexible 
line. “Everything is negotiable, 
all questions can be put on the 
table, including any kind of 
status for Chechnya," he said. 
However.it is understood he is 
still against full independence. 

He made his remarks in- 
Strasbourg where he was at- 
tending a meeting of foreign 
ministers from the Council of 
Europe, which admitted Russia 
as a member earlier this year. 

But - the Kremlin appears to 
be genuinely pushing for a set- 
tlement in Chechnya in the 
hope of limiting the damage of 
the 17-month conflict which 
has claimed more than 30,000 
lives and has led to the de- 
struction of its capital, Grozny. 

It remains questionable 
whether Chechen rebel leader, 
Zelimkhan Yandarbeyiv, can 
enter talks so soon after last 
month’s death of his predeces- 
sor, Dzhokhar Dudayev, without 
producing a backlash. 
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European basmessmen out- 
number the tomitenv thenar- 
row 'Streets'; oif Warsaw's 
impeccably restored old city. In- 
vestois from Prance, Sweden, 

privatised THmina caffe. “I am 
getting into textiles, 9 says a 
Swede. “Ttrarism,” says a Ger- 
man. “I am into tourism.'’ 
Poland looks attractive to 
European investors. More than 
5,000 new foreign companies 
are investing in Poland every 
year, according to gove rnm ent 
figures, and the Polish airiim* 
Lot reports an 85 percent rise 


EU er^will itsurts 

- Hettnin Warsaw 


Slow progress: The horse is still a common sight In the fields of Poland Photograph: Christopher PoJIto'Network 


tween London and-' Warsaw this 
year. 

Polish ministers argue that 
the country is now so advanced 
that it is ready to join the Eu- 
ropean Union by 2000. 

Grzegorz Kolodko, the Min- 
ister of Finance, reels off the f 
ures of the “soaring 


boasting $5ibn (£3Sbn) in fof'- 
dgn investment fe y ear. 
POtancT 5 dcfeftK ncriv feeiowl& 
3 per «nt ceding set fiddr niem- 
bership Of. European Mone- 
tary Union, be.says. fo 1993 
i nf la tio n in Poland.was 38 per 
cent and today it is 17 per cent 
Average salaries are. $30Q a 
month and look set to rise to 
$500 by 2000. 

But how do EU dedskm- 
makers -view Poland and the 
nine other potential members 
from central and eastern Eu- 
rope? FOHsh officials dream of 
entry in 2000, and some predict 
2002, but a date has yet to be 
set. In Waisfrw the transforma- 
tion of the economy is evident. 
But in some areas of the coun- 
tryside, unemployment is as 
high as 35 per cent. The horse 
and cart is still a common right 


alongside the tractor, and i 
cultural .modernisation 
.scarcely began. More than 35 
; cent of Bales still live on die 
with ' half of these de- 
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ir livelihoods, fo many areas, 
the average farms about three 
acres,, and the landscape is a 
patchwork of tmy strips. The 
European Commission has es- 
timated that it would cost the 
EU agricultural budget 10-15 
billion ecn ( £8-12bn) to aid the 
fanners of the 10 prospective 
members under easting support 
arrangements. 

The biggest of the new ap- 
plicants, with nearly 40 million 
people, Poland has always been 
the seif-appointed leader of 
the prospective new members, 
and clamours louder than any 
to be let in first. Germany, which 
wants Poland as a buffer state, 
has always put the country at the 
top of the new members list. 

Other member states, mean- 
while, have argued that if se- 
curity is the main concern, 
better let the Baltic states in 
first, where the threat from 
Russia is clearly much more 
real The vwy size of Poland also 
meant it was going to be the 
hardest for Europe to swallow. 

Despite Poland's economic 
successes, there are rumblings 
in the corridors of EU capitals 
that under the new communist 
government, privatisation may 
be slowing down. The Polish 
government says that inflatio n 
stands at 17 per cent, but banks 
say it is the figure is more than 
20 per cent 

Poland’s own business com- 
munity sends out warning sig- 
nals about a new reluctance 
among the post-communist 

regime to see through radical re- 
form. “The rate of growth is far 


too slow. We wffl achieve the 
current level of the Spanish 
economy in 2030. We cannot be 
happy with that,’ says Henryk* 

Bocnniarz, president of Nkxnn. 

a leading Polish consulting 
company. 

In the end, the Ell’s big 
powers will not be too con- 
cerned about economic factors 
when they make their decision 
about the timing of enlarge- 
ment. “Spain, Portugal and 
Greece were all poor as church 
mice when they joined. Portu- 
gal’s agriculture is still almost 
medieval,” said one commission 
official 

Nor will member states take 
too much notice of the ever 
greater warnings that lime is 
running out to cement the new 
democracies. The fact that for- 
mer co mmunis ts have taken 
power in Poland seems to wor- 
ry nobody in Brussels. 

“These new communists 
know that it does not pay to be 
old fashioned communists. 
They know the previous system 
has been broken, n says Peter 
Ludlow, director of the Centre 
fori 


for self-perpetuating oJ£ 
garchies, they are not unknown 
in Western Europe.” 

The decision in principal to 
accept the new members was 
taken by the EU in 1993. The 
decision on timing will largely 
be a political decision, to be tak- 
en once existing members have 
traded off their own particular 
foreign policy and trade inter- 
ests and carved up the Brussels 
budget 

The Union must also com- 
lete the painful task of re- 
its institutions to make 
room For the new members. 
Poland, therefore, can bang 
on the door as much as it likes, 
but will still be made to wait 
outside until the ponderous 
political machine of Brussels 
has tinned. 


& 



Zappa takes his 
place in nation < 
for the wacky 


Never mmd free and fair elec- 
tions, independent judiciaries or 
respect for ethnic minorities. A 
country can only be declared 
truly democratic if its leadens are 
big enough to allow the erection 
of a monument to the late, 
lamented Frank Zappa. 

. That, at least, is (he theory of 
Saulius Paukstys, a 31-year-old 
Lithuanian photographer who, 
in his private life, doubles up as 
Itoiaeniofthecoumiy'stnriv- 

In avisit^^Sforaia in 1992, 
Mr Paokstyswas actually grant- 
ed a brief audience with the 
zany rock star, whose anti -es- 
tablishment stance made him a 
cult figure in ■ Lithuania and 
much of eastern Europe during 
Soviet times. 

Zappa’s death from cancer 
one year later hit Mr Paukstys 
and fellow devotees bard and in 
a Hash of inspiration be vowed 
to erect a lasting memorial to 
his great’ mentor. “We have 
lots of basts and statues to 
long dead Lithuanian poets 
ana artists and I suddenly 
thought, ‘why not put one up to 
Zappa*?" be says. 

“Okay, so Zappa never visit- 
ed Uthuaniaahd bad absolutely 
no connection with the country, 
but as far as I was concerned, 
this was a test of our new found 
freedom. Lithuania had just 
proclaimed itself to be a de- 
mocratic country. I wanted to 
test it andsee if 1 would be able 
to realise my ideas." 

Having gathered signatures 
from artists,, writers and 
younger' members of the 
Ijtbuanianpaxiiameat, Paukstys 
presented a petition to the dty 
government requesting per- 
mission to build a bust of Zap- 
pa outside the Vilnius art 


better known for his depletions 
of the likes of Lenin and other 
communist heroes. 

Paukstys claims that the bust, 
which shows a pony-tailed Zap- 
pa in rather sombre mood in the 
later years of his life, is the first 
of its kind in the world. It is not, 
however, the first example of a 
propensity among Lithuanians 
to embrace the whacky. 

In 1992 the counties bas- 
ketball team defeated Russia to 
take bronze medal at the 
Barcelona Olympics - and then 
turned up for the awards cere- 
mony in psychedelic T-shirts do- 
nated by the legendary rock 
band. The Grateful Dead. 

When the band's former lead 
singer, Jerry Garcia, died last 
year, the Lithuanian prime min- 
ister sent a personal note of con- 



the authorities^ 

Teachers at the academy, 
however, were less keen, fear- 
[ that a memorial to a man 
revered for his anti-estab- 


innocent minds of students. 

In the end, the location was 
changed, but, with a $1,000 
raised for hs construction, the 
stone bust on top of its 4-me- 
tre high stainless steel column 


himself would no 
doubt have enjoyed the irony of 
the ceremony, which included 
a stirring performance by the 
city's military band, a firework 
display, and plenty of toasts to 
70-year-old local sculptor Kon- 
stantinas Bogdanas, previously 


Frank Zappa: Rock star 
honoured with statue 

dolence and his spokesman 
said that Lithuania had been 
proud to have such a famous 
band as sponsor. 

More recently, Vilnius has 
chalked up another first with die 
opening of a bar named 
“Nato’s - a celebration of the 

Western military alliance which 
Lithuania aspires to join. 

When Nato Secretary-Gen- 
eral Javier Solaria visited the 
Baltic states last month he was 
taken inside “Natos” which, in 
addition to a display of guns, 
grenades and mock missiles, has 
a menu which boasts “Red 
Mne Oiviaf-, -Demarcation 
Chicken and Remains of a 
Partisan". 

This would clearly not be the 
gas to bring Russian President 
Sons Yeltsin to lunch, but Mr 
Solana seemed cheerfully be- 
mused. “This is a veiy particu- 
fe r P^e." .the Nato chief said. 

“deed, it is the fast time 1 
seen anything lilre it in my UK" 

Adrian Bridge 


Jr 

i-. 

i- 

n 

i- 

« 
r, . 

je 

:n- 

y- 




op Litik 


to n VcrS » V.ri“?.irS 












L: 


THE INDEPENDENT * SATURDAY 4 MAY 1996 


tes t, 

Jr(l i» The oth 


/ 


Id 

Saturday story 


Small-town France is up ftV 
the cup - and the league^ 
too. The unprecedented 
success of the ‘paysarls’ 
from Auxerre against tjig city 
rivals has become symbolic 
of a divided nation, [ , 
says Mary Dejevsky 


championship race 


m 


u 1 w 


A s dusk gathers this ewnmp 
xV22 players win take the field 
at the rarc des Princes stadium 
in fttns for a cup final unlike any 
other. It is not only that the two 
teams contesting the match - 
Auxerre and Nimes - were 
unfancied for the cup and that 
both come from out of town. It 
is that one of them, Auxerre, also 
heads the French league. 

While England prepares to 
see whether the expensive big 
names of Manchester United 
-^cari carry off both the Premier 
League and FA Cup, Auxerre, 
the team from a town of only 
40.000 people, is on course to 
become the first small town in 
France to “do the double”. 

To arrive where it is today, 
Auxerre has slain a good num- 
ber of large dragons, including 
the southern ruffians of 
Olympique Marseille. But the 
signal event in its progress was 
the epic match on 30 March 
when it beat the fast-living, star- 
studded Paris Saint-Germain 
(PSG ) 3-0 at home and snatched 
its place at the top of the league 
table. That was when all France 
found itself drawn into the bat- 
tle for the double. 

Five weeks on, Auxerre’s 
football team finds itself carry- 
ing the aspirations of thou- 
sands, even millions, of deter- 
^ 1 nainedly non-metropolitan 

■ (fXi French people. And among the 
• . ' • ” most prominent supporters is 
the screen idol Gfoard Depar- 
dieu, who has followed the. 
, % team's fortunes avidly. 

[ * . v i .• Auxerre has come to repre- 
sent the provinces versus Paris, 
k ** " the countryside versus the town, 

, the “rear France against 
a., wicked commeraalisfn - “us" 

* li II .against “them”. 

When the PSG ropporters 
came to Auxerre, it is related, 
1 r they spent much of the match 
l ' » 1 /* L chanting scornfully, "Paysans, 
\ Civil paysan&r (peasants, peasants), 
at the opposing team. By the end 
of the match, the chant had 
been proudly taken up by the 
home supporters. "Paysans, 
paysansV' they yelled back, and 
proud of it With Auxerre, as one 
French reporter noted recently, 
-you stan by talking about foot- 
ball, and suddenly you find you 
are talking about France**. 

Auxerre and its surrounding 
region is French heartland. Less 


than two hours' drive from 
Paris, this is Burgund . It does 
not have the feel of repofcness 
and neglect that ofte charac- 
terises rural France. It is gen- 
uine small-town France, earning 
its living from flourishing farms, 
orchards and vineyards; proud 
and self-sufficient J 

The town itself is a jnce - 1 
walled medieval dty witb a lop- ' 
sided cathedral where Jean of 
Arc reputedly stopped ii 1429 
and whose second towersome- 
how never got built TheYonne 
river flows placidly belov. You 
can still glimpse sloping woods 
and fields from the old own. 

In late spring, wth the 
cherry and apple treerin blos- 
som, Auxerre looks lie every 
small French town iught to 
look. It is washed anebrushed 
almost fanatically. taring road 
has flower borders, and the 
unmist akeable soons of piano 
practice waff throuji the air. 
The cobbled street are lined 
with small shops, ih the jew- 
ellers' windows, af the clocks 
and watches are si at the right 
time, and the trqreurs unself- 
consciously dispfy all manner 
of anim al parts f r eating. The 
place of spart,)ul especially 


/ J* 





I & 


■i.' ^ 


?-? r ’. 

■ 












otball, is at pee apparent Guy Roux, who says his team has had to beat the media's Paris bias: ‘ifs a question of the dominated against the dominant, the colonised against the colonialist’ 


There are mod sports equip- 
ment shops Ihf airy one small 
town could refsonably expect 
to support. A a just now, with 
foe team on corse for the dou- 
ble, the exriwnent is tangible. 


Em pics 


Big white tfonm hayebeen 
hung over wtitwere once the 
town gates, poclahmng when 
and where Axerre is next at 
home. A higlstreet chocolate 
shop - Monsinr Fialaix, who- 
won the “firfflprize for white 
chocolate at re Montelhnar 
international uocolate fair” - 
has festooned is window with 
the football Urn's blue and 
white ribbons hd does a pop- 
ular line in choiolate footballs: 
Fx24 for the soallest, up to 
Fe 300 and beyod fbt the larger 
ones. Fly-sheex everywhere 
advertise tberorial train that 
will be laid on fclhe cupfinal- 
The populafio of Auxerre is 
young: almost 6 per cent are 
under the age oFQ. The unem- 
ployment rate. ; well below 
the French avera* of almost 12 
per cent. There . money, "but 
not overt wealthier the past 


two decades, foe city council 
has encouraged foe football 
team as an asset foatpromotes 
Auxerre and puts it on the . 
national, even international, 
map. It publishes figures attest- 
ing to the commercial and 
other benefits it says the team's 
success has brought. 

The policy is not universally 
popular. “Sometimes you think 
that maybe foe money ^ would be 
bfcttfer spent on bousing or help- 
ing, poor people,” a young 
woman at the ChamberofGom- 
meree hazarded. “No, not every- 
one thinks it’s so wonderfuL" 
The fact is, though, that a great 
many Auxerrois are fatly behind 
their team, and the mayor was 
voted back last June, when many 
a "long-serving . French mayor 
was drummed from office. What 
is more, the recently built 
26, 000-sea ter stadium has been 
Sled to capacity for its last 
three home matches. 

The secret of Auxerre ’s suc- 
cess, however, lies not just in the 
" town's youthful population, its 


relative affluence, or foe support 
of foe town council Much of it 
can be put down to one mam 
Guy Roux, foe 57-year-old team 
manager. He has been in his job 
for 34 years -surety a record for 
a football manager - and took 

Among the 
team's most avid 
followers is the 
film idol Gerard 
Depardieu 


the team steadily from the fifth 
to the first division, from where 
ft has never once been relegated. 

Roux is a smallish , roundish 
and hugely dynamic man whose 
reputation precedes him wher- 
ever be goes. He is gruff and 
charming by turns, speaks his 
mind ana owes nothing to any- 
one. For the record, he is also 


foe man who “discovered” Eric 
Cantona as a 15-year-old in 
Marseille - and kept him at 
Auxerre for seven years. 

“Eric,” Roux said, pointing 
to the battered vinyl and 
chrome chair in his ramshackle 



office beside the training pitch, 
u would always sit there. Always. 
He is a big character, a strong 
character, very intelligent. He 
would come in, and we would 
just talk, for an hour or more ." 

There are many myths sur- 
rounding Roux. It is said, for 
instance, that he patrols outside 
his players’ hotel rooms before 


big matches to make sure they 
slay in and don’t keep the wrong 
company. “Yes, that’s true,** he 
said. “Ybu see, many of foe 
players are just young kids 
really, they need discipline.'' 

Then from foe subject of his 
players’ discipline he went off at 
what appeared to be a tangent: 
“You know the worst thing that 
happened to our country? May 
1968, the student revolt, that’s 
what Two generations of young 
people have been ruined. After 
that, young people didn't see 
why they should take any 
instructions from anyone. Dis- 
cipline went completely to 
pieces. It was a catastrophe, and 
the effects are still being felL" 

How about reports that he 
forbids his players from buying 
fast, showy cars because it gives 


bid them,” He paused. “But I do 
advise them. The thing is that 
people who come to football 
matches aren’t rich and they 
have to pay for their ticket out 


of their hard-earned income. If 
they see that the players of this 
small town are driving round in 
new cars and changin g them 
every few months they resent it. 
justifiably." 

Roux has long set himself up 
as a father-figure to aspiring 
youngsters. The pitches of foe 
Abbe Descbamps sports com- 
plex are dotted with small foot- 
ballers being coached by Aux- 
erre players. Roux often goes 
to watch after supervising the 
team session. He picked most 
of hisfirst team as youngsters 
and had them work their way 
up. He is famously tigbtfisled 
and does not buy ready-made 
stars. 

A widespread idea of Roux 
as a country bumpkin naive in 
the ways of the world, however, 
is far from the truth. When you 
ask Roux about the notion that 
Auxerre has somehow come to 
represent foe “real” France 
against foe big dty, he agrees 
wholeheartedly. It was utterly 
predictable, he said, that Aux- 


erre only came to national 
attention when it beat Paris 
Saint-Germain: “All the media 
are based in Paris; nothing 
realty counts for them unless ft 
affects Paris. In that, it's a ques- 
tion of the dominated versus 
the dominant; foe colonised 
against the colonialist" 

His desk is a mountain of 
post Is it true that he gets fan 
mail from all over France? 
“Yes, and hate mail loo - after 
we beat Marseille, you should 
have seen the letters.” 

This afternoon, Auxerre’s 
supporters will set off in their 
special train for the big match in 
Paris. They are expected back at 
3am. If they win, Auxerre arc 
almost sure of foe double - they 
are four points clear in the 
league, with only two games still 
to play. But even if they fail, foe 
defiant chants of “ Paysans , 
paysans ” will continue to echo 
through small-town France for 
a very long time. And you can 
guarantee that Auxerre will be 
back next year. 



It is our final show in Sydney this week. Reaction hi been pretty good and 
we have not been savaged tty the press. Howe^one«oma^m foe audience 
nhJkraslv "ibouaht I was taking “The Wreck Of The Heperus” look too far. 

tLkrd to remark to a friend. To tore that Jo rand has put talaun 
idJfccff hair to make herself look older. I wish, reminded me that 

fo^^a^TiyloS 3 ^^ oSpSuwISg areifoStensh dy^eral 

i i^s^o whfeh turned me into a blind Elephant 1 Woman t fow days, ! just 
SStyWto do what it wanted, but Tin not gmng it a be^ghand. . 

, __ - , differences in the there anyone in Br>in who is not 

J There are digbl t.Hn g ft? I thought^ got past the 

meet the Eng lish 

fc*** ^hfwitv renews reports. demand, but so manyeopleTtaKW 

ss-SKS ssasassa. 

sgESSasss* 

moreremfoiscentoffoeB^foan ithongM Maty mit*^ tod been 

a serious newspaper report. qSetfor a long time, so i w 

Australians are JJJW . reassuring to see her popjand snarl 

contemptuous of some deceased Dote Potteri 

Apparently, we don t poMi “ lete viaml treat. I hayt seen it 

vitamin or maroon fie, “marone") ^sure there waspity there ft 

property and we ay dureti^dof tetee Ui into. Pb^d Mar 

“dolma”. Stiff, perhaps well all faD ^“^ so predkftabte k \Nidn’tit 
into line when we start *a tog the ^^tfjostfoeoncc * ' i “* 

universal tanjgnage ... American. be grew J 

The Sydney Morning Herald chose 
to reveal a few choice facts about 
Fcreie this week, including her 
obsession with psvcfajc forecasts and 
the information that she stopped 
taking Prozac to enjoy sex more. 

Many women seem to ding 
despcratety.to mysticism to reveal 
their fiiuire, whicb is probabty an 
indicator of how keen they are to 
change their present sftnatkm. I think 
this is another Way of avoiding taking 



.week 



there anyone in Br>iri who is not 

talcing it? I tbought e’d got past the odd F-word and laid into Antiques 


demand, but so ma DjeopleTkaow 
are popping Prozac, i»heory, this 
country should be likeliopia, with lots 
of happy bunnies jumjg around and 
enjoymg their lives. Buot having a 
jump, apparently, as it £>cts libido. . 

I thought Maty'Whitetot tod been 
quiet for a tong time, so iigs 
reassuring to see her pop , and snail 


something that* ontiLreoentty, women 


1 was spending 30 hours a'wee)£ ' 
apparentiy, mdUl^g m aMtfqns to 
predict her fate.' A qmctgteboe at foe 
papers might have been' easier. - 
As for her Prc&ac experience, is . 



direct ber wratb at Songs Of Pnrise, 
because most of foe congregation are 
just trying to get tbetrphxmgs on tdty 
The problem with Mary is that she has 


at uk -v _ , — - 

latest televisual treat. I wvt seen it 
bot I am sure there was piep foerc ror 
her to set her teeth into. R*oM Maiy 
W . foe's so predictable. VVidn’t it 
be great if just foe once^he iored foe 


How about the 


aren't suijnised rixa she flies in on 
the coat-tails of a wefl-anned punch or 
a peeping penis. Ifs important to kwrp 
your detractors on ftdr toes. Come on, 
Mary-shock us. 

I would also be very shocked if for 
five minutes Virginia Botteiy stopped 
triimpeting her tottery as if it was .some 
God-given personal triumph sh& akme 
had dreamed up. She is obviously 
overcome with deep joy as well 
because she can call variousLabour 
Mft,-wbo are not so keen, 

‘foypooites", because their 
constituencies are receiving money. It's 
so black and white in Tcnytend. A few 
quid to paint a community centre in St 
Albans does not wipe out foe - 
foousands of desperate, poor people 
heir last few quid in a 
ttempt to pufi themselves out 
of hefl. StiD, I suppose it keeps foem 
quiet on a Saturoay.Xfoesn’t it, Virg? 

poor poBccman in England got 
to trouble With bis hairstyle this 
c after he transferred oat of multi 
went back on the beat The style 
a ponytail, whicb is not 
le on foe streets^ Worse, it was 


not even a tidy ponytail, having been 
described by the Met representative as 
“not attractively groomed T ’ and Kfee “a 
doctored dog's tafl”. 

I know bow the jpoor guy feds. If yon 
are in a position such as nurse or 
policeman, you are constantly called 
upon to live up to a stereotype. I 
proudly admit that as a psychiatric 
nurse, I was a total scruffbag and the 
despair of foe nursing hierarchy. 
Honem; tbe people we dealt with in 
the psychiatric emergency dink didn't 
give a toss. After all, having a tidy bob 
and a smart suit never helped anyone 
aentefyaffidons to Ad cabnefc 

I was sent a letter warning me that 
foe Oxfam look was unac«-ptable and 
I'd better twin-snit up or Pd be oat of a 
job. I handed in my resignation and 
(thank God) the contents of the 
fashion-obsessed basses* letter were 
immediately retracted. It wouldn't 
happen now and that’s why Fm glad I 
got out of the health service when I fod. 
When my career falls apart and I go 
back, I hope a Labour government less 
obsessed with looks over substance win 
let me breeze back looking like W>rzd 
Gain midge. Let's hope they’ve thrown 
oat foe shoulder pads by then. 



CORK & KERRY. 

BEAT THE CLOCK! 


SLEEP OVER 
ARRIVING AT 7am 


Departing Swansea at 
9.00pm, arming in Cork 7.00am. 
and all cabins ensuite, 
guarantees you a good night 
sleep and the perfect starting time 
for your holiday. 


m 


SAVE OVER 

400 MILES OF DRIVING 


& 6D So 





And while you rested 
you've already .saved up to 
200 miles of tiring driving, with a 
further 200 to save on the return 
trip. 400 miles saved and not a day 
■to. of vour holiday last. 


For ferry passage, holiday brochure 
and reservations, telephone 

01792 

456116 

or contact vour local travel agent 


SimiVSEA CORK FERRIES 

Miles ahead of the the rest , 


So, who needs shoulder pads? 
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Tk yTiddle England isn’t a real place with grid ref- 
lVJLercnces- Basildon in the east, Harrogate in 
the north, Bournemouth in the south, Worcester 
in the west. Middle England is more like some- 
thing in the air, a background moan. That moan 
rose to one of its periodic crescendos this week 
in the district council elections. No amount of 
psephological tweaking could disguise the rout- 
ing of the Tories; their supporters show no signs 
of returning to the fold before the main event. 

Where there is affection for Tony Blair, it is love 
on the rebound. And highly conditional at that 
Middle England has not converted to the milk- 
and-water precepts of New Labour. The mood 
musk is a sort of tetchy, on-edge Philip Glass. 
Labour may take some pleasure from these 
results, but it would be unwise to take too much. 
The electoral justice of Middle England might 
ordain that the pendulum should swing. Party pref- 
erences might shift to Labour. But beneath aJ2 that, 
there is a different movement that should worry 
both parties: the next general election will be 
fought amid harsh disapproval of the political sys- 
tem as a whole. 

It is still difficult to see where this disaffection 
might lead. Some optimistic analysts believe it 
could eventually lead to institutional reform. But 
the picture is mixed. First-past-the-post voting is 
more popular now than a decade ago, but more 
people want to reform the House of Lords and 
see the Scots achieve some form of independence 
or devolution. Yet Charter ’88, the constitutional 
reform lobby group, would secure little name 
recognition in Tesco in Tewkesbury. 

No. New Labour’s mood might have been 


improved by the results, but the mood of the 
country is not positive. The country is disgrun- 
tled and grumpy. Seventeen years of Conserva- 


tive government have sawn through many of the 
p lants on which identity and security are built - 
and they indude a reliable public water supply, 
and Aunt Sally British Rail as well as Essex 
County Council. This sense of anxiety has a mate- 
rial base. “Downsizing” is about more than job 
cuts. We are “downsizing” our expectations, 
coming to terms with long-run deflation, slower 
growth and stagnant living standards. It means 
easin g to flunk of houses as appreciating assets 
which, for all the pressure of negative equity in 
parts of the country, most of us still do. Through- 
out the 19th century, rich and poor rented, for 
the very good reason that other more liquid assets 
offered a higher return. Downsizing means inten- 
sified competition for secure jobs, and that in turn 
means aspiring for one’s children’s future in dra- 
matically different terms from the way our own 
parents pictured ours. 

It is nor that Basildon is suddenly worse off. 
Real incomes are still risin g : unemployment is 
under 8 per cent In Oxfordshire, it & just over 
half that, but the Tories still lost heavily on Thurs- 
day. People are spending we reported the other 
day the dense penetration of British households 
by personal computers. Useful and f asc in a t i ng 
they may be, they are not a necessity of life, even 
for "families with games-playing II -year-olds. 

The Tbries are right If the “feelgood” factor 
was based on objective indices, they ought to see 
their flock turning away from Blairite temptation. 
But how little we know about the subterranean 


r sr 
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causes of changes in sentiment. It « partly a mat- 
ter of expecting things to worsen. Middle England 
starts to fear for its old age; who wfH p3y tor care ? 

lifestyle? W21 the d&klrea^^ocat^^^^ 
rally round? Who wiB pay for post -school Educa- 
tion with afl this talk of loans and students having 
to contribute toward tuition costs, and whaidna 
(rfjobswig tins edu ca ti o n lead to? Once; tbeirpa/i- 
sson of the “service dass” - middle-income sup- 
pliers of services — seemed unstoppable! But 
now? WeD, listen to Martin Meats, the cohtro- 
vinsialpieskkmt of the Law Society. His th^'toot- 
staxBping is the sound of the backwoodsmen bf a ’ 
profession fig hting competition, simultaneously 
wanting to restore the reject and trust of the pub- 
lic and yet force the public to pay more for sta- 
ple legal services. \ ■ 

As yet, this edgy, tetchy mood has not fou^d • 
full political voice. Enroscepticism picks up some 
of the mood but its exponents are still too shrill 
to really command the political agenda. The Thry 
pot does contain some of the ingredients that 
could go into a populism opposed to economic 
insecurily-XEnapbobta, enftiirat authnritn rj fl mfm, 
Tebbitisn. But it also contains economic Ubetai- 
tsm which promotes markets and competititxi - 
the very bearers of insecurity for many (The insta- 
bility of the elements which make up that party 
looks daily ever greater.) \ 

W: gaze across the Atlantic and wander abait 
the scope here far a Perot businesanan-as-savioVr 
or Sir Jamb 

(Itilrlenirth on frkpiehaB 

charger. Mobamed al-Fayed looms ewer Knights 


bridge- But what strange mixtures they are - one 
a Jewish oosmopolitc, the other an Arab with atti- 
tude who has gone left rather than right to find 
political leverage against the establishment which 
fears and despises him in equal measure. Yet 
despite these new arrivals on the political scene, 
it is difficult to imagine a full-blown Pc rot ism or 
R uf-hnnanfiam enlarging in Britain’s more sedate, 
'controlled politics. 

The ideological tenor of the times is hard to 
catch. There may be scope for a “left" response 
to discontent and dismay, a turn back toward col- 
lectivist solutions, taxes on the very wealthy, re- 
regulatiun to protect middle-class jobs. In an anx- 
ious California in the early Thirties, demagogues 
promised a chicken in every pot; perhaps Essex 
would warm to an eamings-rcJaled pension for 
every 65-year-old, paid for by a thick slice into cor- 
porate dividends or incomes over £5(1.000 a year. 
Who could definitively rule out a political future 
for neo-egalitarianism? 

As yet neither the right, with all its contradic- 
tions, nor the left, with its new-found caution about 
not raising expectations too high, folly addresses 
fbfe mood of grumpmess bead on- As a result, 
there is a sense that politics is not doing its job 
fully, when something profound and powerful 
about the nation’s mood is not expressed Yet per- 
haps we should be grateful that populism has not 
iparfp further headway. Billericay us never going 
to he the breeding ground of political passion. But 
this carping and resentful mood is likely to sur- 
vive the defeat of the Tbries and the advent of 
Labour. We have probably found the Big Idea of 
the latter part of the decade - grump in ess. 


What Middle England wants: the grumpy Party -r j lt 
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■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- 

‘Jerusalem’: counterblast from Scotland’s green and pleasant land 




Sir: Hymns interceding for the 
nation do have their place, but 
the words of “Jerusalem” are 
wholly irrelevant in a Scottish 
context (Letters, 1 May). 

As a student training for the 
Ministry in the Church of Scot- 
land, I warmly welcome the 
proposals of the Kirk's Panel on 
worship to replace the 1973 
Church. Hymnary (Third Edi- 
tion) with’ a new hymn book. 
The CHS has proved an inade- 

S uate source, the result being 
tat many congregations still 
use the 1927 Revised Church 
Hymnary supplemented by con- 
temporary works such as Mis- 
sion Praise. The primary pur- 
pose of hymn singing is to 
praise the living God, not for 
self-gratification, tradition or 
nostalgia. 

I was dismayed by the offen- 
sive tone of Lord Broadbridge’s 
letter. 1 have never heard the 
noble Lord speak, but there is 
a possibility that his accent is 
weird, amusing or even incom- 
prehensible to Scottish ears. If 


a European Union commis- 
sioner were to make such com- 
ments about England, there 
would no doubt be an outcry 
from the Eurosceptics; mean- 
while Scotland has had to 
endure an appalling Conserva- 
tive government unelected by 
Scots and the uncouth mutter- 
ings of legislators in the House 
of Lords elected by nobody. 

The Church of Scotland, 
given its Presbyterian system of 
church government, with con- 
gregational Kirk Sessions, 49 
area Presbyteries and the 
annual General Assembly each 
with authority in their own 
areas, is a model of democra- 
tic federalism. Maybe such 
familiarity is a reason why a fed- 
eral Europe and a federal 
Britain (including a Scottish 
Parliament) is attractive to 
many Scots. 

Matthew Z Ross 
Edinburgh 

Sir. In the hubbub following the 
Church of Scotland bymnary 


Orwellian incident on the 8.33 


Sir The 8.33 service from Vic- 
toria to Dover Priory was held 
up at Rochester for a quarter of 
an hour this morning (30 April). 
It was a beautiful morning. The 
sun was shining. Not a hint of 
the wrong sort of snow, of heav- 
ier than usual rain, of craftily 
falling leaves, of hooligan ele- 
ments aboard the (rain, of points 
failure, of malfunctioning car- 
riage couplings, of industrial 
action, of fatalities on the line 

No. this morning the dying 
remnants of British Rail battled 
heroically against a new and 
even more insidious enemy: 
the Wrong Sort of Passenger. 
The delay, we were loudly and 
proudly informed by our guard, 
was due to the sudden discov- 
ery on board uur train of an 
“illegal immigrant” who held 
neither valid ticket nor pass- 
port. and whom the police, 
once they arrived on the scene, 
would shortly be detaining. 

The guard, with his 
Orwellian telescreen-tones, 
would clearly have felt most at 

Common sense 
on drug abuse 

Sir: Your report on the Task 
Force report on drug misusers 
( 2 May) identifies a significant 
boost for common sense within 
the Government’s drugs strat- 
egy. The Department of Health 
is to be commended for com- 
missioning this landmark study- 

Yet with drug addiction up 13 
per cent in the last year alone 
the effectiveness of the current 
balance of government 
resources between enforcement 
and control (61 per cent) and 
treatment, care and education 
(3S per cent) needs urgent 
reconsideration. 

Common sense also includes 
not only investing more exten- 
sively in the dnig services which 
are proven to save significant 
sums of taxpayers' money, but 
also a closer look at the social 
and economic factors underly- 
ing problem drug use. This will 
involve a strengthened com- 
mitment across a wider range of 
government departments - to 
include support targeted at 
drug users from within employ- 
ment and training, housing and 
regeneration programmes. 

Roger Howard 
Chief Executive 
Standing Conference 
on Drug Abuse 
London SEI 


panel's decision to announce 
that some hymns may need to 
be removed, what is distasteful 
is Lord Broadbridge’s personal 
comment about the Rev 
Charles Robertson, a man he 
has apparently never met (Let- 
ters, 1 May). The Rev Robert- 
son, secretary of the hymnaiy, 
is one of these liturgists noto- 
rious for his resistance to fads 
of political correctness, lb sug- 
gest that he is either small- 
minded or idiotic advances rea- 
soned debate not one whit 
The issues raised by those 
charged with preparing a new 
hymnaiy are concerned with 
shifts in culture and language. 
Not everyone will find feminist 
challenges to the well-known 
words and fonts congenial, but 
we cannot wish them away. It is 
the responsibility of those who 
prepare worship to find lan- 
guage that will reflect the good, 
the true, and the beautiful in 
equal measure. Gender-inclu- 
sive language does not per se 
threaten any of these concerns. 


as the United Reformed 
Church demonstrated in its 
1990 hymnaiy Rejoice and Sing. 

Six yeais ago, the Joint Litur- 
gical Group of Great Britain 
produced a collection of papers 
and essays entitled Singing the 
Faith. Modi of what it said 
then rehearsed the issues con- 
fronting those who oversee the 
production of new hymn books. 
Interested readers can make 
themselves informed critics by 
reading that book or Brian 
Wren's What Language Shall I 
Borrow?. 

In the meantime I hope that 
Lord Broadbridge, whom I 
have never met, has the oppor- 
tunity to attend the Kirk of 
Canon gate, where the Rev 
Robertson exercises a ministry 
distinguished by decency, 
order and the affection of his 
parishioners. 

The Rev Dr Paul P J Sheppy 
B amoidswick. Lancashire 

Sin I have been a member of 
the Church of Scotland for 


over 50 years, and an organist 
for nearty 30. During that time, 
I have neither sung 
“Jerusalem”, nor been asked to 
play it. Far from dropping a 
well-loved hymn for “politi- 
cally correct” reasons, might I 
suggest that our hymnaiy com- 
mittee have rightly concluded 
that the hymn has simply fallen 
into disuse? 

Isabel MJ Jeffrey 
S temon. Lothian 

Sin Why be surprised the 
Church of Scotland no longer 
offers to build Jerusalem in 
England'S green and p le a san t 
land? 

May D Berry 
B ognor Regis, West Szzssex 

Sin I have had difficulty in 
treating this hymn seriously 
since someone said to me, “The 
answer to the first verse is ‘No f . 
to the second 'Fetch them your- 
self." 

The Rev Keith C Blackburn 
S evenoaks. Kent 


home on the Deutsche Reichs- 
bahn in the late 1930s, and evi- 
dently expected all respectable 
passengers to applaud his patri- 
otic intervention. But instead 
there were exclamations of 
shock, of disbelief, of anger 
too. Anger that even a national 
institution as charmingly inept 
and slapdash as British Rail bad 
finally been poisoned by the 
culture of frightening intoler- 
ance and creeping authoritari- 
anism that our government pro- 
motes daily. 

Mr Howard’s long-lost 
Romanian relatives would be 
well advised to hitchhike in 
future, should they ever have 
the misfortune to find them- 
selves visitors in Britain. And 
whoever now actually runs foe 
railways in this country sbould 
be thoroughly ashamed of 
themselves for allowing foeir 
crisis-ridden service to become 
an instrument of what is begin- 
ning to resemble a police state. 

Lawrence Kugun 
Sittingboume, Kent 

Water company’s 
gardening advice 

Sir. Your coverage (3 May) of 
our advice on how to save water 
in the garden completely 
missed the point. 

The one lesson which we 
should all have learned follow- 
mg the extraordinary drought of 
1995 was that water is a precious 
resource which cannot be 
wasted. Severn Trent Wfcter is 
delivering a £L50m package of 
measures to ensure that we 
have the water to meet afl of our 
customers’ needs this summer. 

We have also produced a 
leaflet for gardeners which offers 
a range of sensible advice. It 
includes tips on drought resistant 
plants, ways to improve soil and 
bow to keep your lawn looking 
good. It also suggests the use of 
paring or gravel as an alternative 
to grass - not a revolutionary 
idea, as a kuk at any residential 
street in England will co nfirm 
Brian Duckworth 
Managing Director 
Severn Tient Water 
Birmingham 



Under threat: the grey partridge, now unseen in parts of Essex 


Photograph: Ardea 


Birds retreat from countryside scoured by fanning 


Sin After reading Nicholas 
Schoon’s “Species put on sur- 
vival ‘red list’ by fanners" (18 
April) and Duff Hart-Davis' 
“All is well when the partridge 
flourishes” (27 April), I write 
with some observations from 
living next to arable farmland 
for 15 years. 

The English grey partridge 
has disappeared in this time - 
all is not well for farmland 
birds around here. 

1 have seen no evidence of 
foe Game Conservancy’s ini- 
tiatives to create more sympa- 
thetic conditions on farmland 
for game birds and thus for 
other species - no attempts to 
reduce spray damage by leaving 


a 6m strip at field edges or to 
make “insect banks” to supply 
food for chides. Crops here are 
sprayed right up to foe edges - 
indeed, these field edges 
receive extra herbicide at this 
time of year. 

Set aside areas are often 
ploughed, harrowed, rolled or 
sprayed during May. This does 
not help ground-nesting birds. 

After harvest farmers “tidy- 
up” field edges before plough- 
ing and resowing crops from 
September. This involves trim- 
ming ditches and banks, level- 
ling all plant growth (not just 
pitches of thistles) and some- 
times sapling trees. What 
hedges remain are also cut 


back, so removing any winter 
berries. Thus, not only are 
autumn-sown fields “empty 
larders” for birds bat so are any 
connecting rough slips of land. 

Attitudes of farmers seem to 
be that they need to make a liv- 
ing and therefore cannot afford 
to spare any land for conserva- 
tion measures. This may be so. 
However, it remains that if 
these methods of treating the 
land are repeated farm after 

sadly seems to_ S^foe case, 
then bird species must con- 
tinue to decline since they, like 
us, need a habitat 

Mrs A M Bickmore 
G Aston, Essex 


EU 3 per cent ‘limit* on budget deficit is a fallacy 


Sir. Gavyn Davies ( 29 April) is 
guilty of perpetuating foe myth 
tizaT Maastricht imposes a limit 
of 3 per cent on budget deficits. 
Three per cent fa merely a ref- 
erence value, such that the EU 
makes an evaluation of foe sit- 
uation of states exceeding this 
value in order to determine 
whether foeir deficit can be 
considered to be excessive. 

Such an evaluation must, 
under foe treaty, take into 


account such factors as “gov- 
ernment investment expendi- 
ture” (ie public investment fa 
allowed even over 3 per cent) 
and “foe medium-term eco- 
nomic and budgetary position” 
(ie counter cyclical deficits are 
also allowed). It requires a 
qualified majority (more than 
two-thirds of the votes) for 
Cbuncil to decide that a deficit 
is excessive. 

A combination of Euro-scep- 


tics (who like to portray the 
Maastricht co nver g ence criteria 
as impossibly rigid) and fiscal 
conservatives (who want to 
reduce public deficits come 
what may) have led to much of 
foe press referring to the 3 per 
cent as an absolute limit It is a 
shame that your specialist 
columnist appears also to have 
been taken m by this fallacy. 

Richard Corbett 
Antwerp, Belgium 


Letters sbonkl be addressed to Letters Jo Ule Editor The Ind ep e nd ent. One Canada Square, Canary Wharf. London B14 5DL 
•Tax; 0171-293 2056; e-ntatb lettersQtnd e pe n da it coJk) and iadudc a daytime telephone number. 

Letters may be edited for feagb and darity Wfe regret we are unable to a cknowledge m yh Bshed letters. 

™ njE Claries W3saa assstant editor: CharicsLcadbeanr iwww edttchc (Mb Blpa fficnoH two hxitkl Simon Kdncr 
executive editor: Michael wafimas night editor: Richabd Holledge wiauamc nr. booid of murr-mo*- 1 tv>frp*iaanCTi) inntBnwfe 

/nan Ujk Ccbrian. Ben Biadfce. Javier Dfcz de Polanco. Brendas Hopkins, David Mtaseomeiy, Andreas Whittam Snath Ap ve kt cj no Dtcctoji: Jeremy Reed 


Civic ‘fraud’ 
in Hackney 

Sir Your report on Bernard 
Crofton (“Housing chief is 
fraud and liar say s report”, 1 
May) raises more questions 
than it answers. 

If Bernard Crofton was, or is, 
guilty of fraud, at what point 
was Hackney council Heading 
Labour councillors and senior 
officers) aware of this? If it was 
prior to his suspension in Octo- 
ber 1994, why was he not also 
charged with fraud and foe evi- 
dence presented to the disci- 
plinary sub-committee last 
year? . 

Your report refers to the 
“Blue Document” which, after 
interviewing Andrew Arden 
QC Ian MacDonald QC is 
reported to dismiss as “untrue 
and fabricated”. In view of foe 

jm p fH tanpg nfthft(dn riiTnAnt Tn 

foe appeal hearing, why was 
Andrew Arden QC either 
unable or unwilling to give evi- 
dence to the appeal panel? 

You refer to the names of 
600 employees being secretly 
passed to the Immigration 
Department for checking. 
Whilst there is no denying that 
names were passed to the 
Immigration Department, the 
only person to have publicly 
linked this with Bernard 
Crofton was Brian Sedgemore 
MR who hid behind pariia- ■ 
mentaxy privilege to do so. Iam 
still waiting to see him make I 
this allegation without the use 
of parliamentary privilege. 

I cannot comment on the 
MacDonald report as I have 
not yet received a copy but if I, 
or indeed a ny Hackney coun- 
cillor, is Ming to take it seri- 
ously, it wul need to provide full 
documentation to bade up the 
allegation that Bernard Grafton 
is a “fraud and liar”. 

CHr Kevin Daws 
Leader of foe Opposition, 
London Borough of Hackney 
Loudon ECl 

learning’ for 
a new MP 

Sin I am writing to thank David 
Aaionovitch ("The Diva from 
HelT, 3 May) for his pointed 
parody of our dreadful Con- 
servative MP for Gravesham, 
Mr Jacques Arnold. 

I do not wish to make a 
party point, bat, as a resident of 
Gravesham, I increasingly 
depair at being represented by 
a mad who simply shouts, bays, 
and whines, and who sits in the 
Commons like a malign school- 
boy ar one of the rear desks. , 

Gravesham is an increas-P 
mgly fine borough, and I cravdu 
an early election in the hope 
that we can replace Mr Amol J 
with a more worthy represea 
tative possessing at least sod 
dignity and gravitas. 1 . 

Professor Philip Stcj 11 
Graveses . ?, 


Keep off 
the grass 

Tf you. were ti compile a list 
JLentitled “tie 10 Most 
Unpopular Piecs of Advice to 
Give to Engfish'eople”, num- 
ber four or five after “always 
give up your sti for a for- 
eigner 4 and “the jys arc play- 
ing soccer in the reel again, I 
suggest you nun your car”) 
might be “save ater - pave 
over your lawn” 

Yet this is exa ly what Sev- 
ern Tient Watei - concerned 
about its ability o service its 
customers this i mmer - has 
done in a leaflet irculaled this 
week. The con any believes 


foe British die 
which will me 
droughts bee 
occurrence. T 
are keen to rec 
which gardem 
these altered i 
Cue cond 
Labour MPs ( 
middle-class c 


xauy whatSev- 
Leih concerned 
tyta service its 
i smmer - has 
stuculated this 
many believes 
oie fa changing, 
althat summer 
cne a regular 
loghtfully. they 
(amend ways in 
J can adapt to 
jcumstances. 
mnations by 
ho scon more 
trage over the 


depredations j privatised util- 
ities) and stajments of defi- 
ance from la«-loving retired 
bank manage) throughout the 
Midlands. Ttir fathers and 
grandfatherafought against 
somebody-orjther precisely to 
prevent foe wns of England 


And foeras indeed some- 
thing worryk about all this. 
What suggatons might other 
public serves and utilities 
come up w if forways in which 
we can useaeir product more 
effidenfryTtow about foe local 
health trap “Accident? Ever 
thought aiut self-suturing?”. 
South Wf Rail's “Save space. 
Sit on nJap". Or, best of all, 
and moyniversai: “ Children? 

8 r?” 

i that confirmation 
ct of global wann- 
ome in a flyer from 
nt, and not from 
mer's lot over at 
_ oL Cal] me old- 

fashked, but I still believe 
fbJ ne. of Government’s few 
reining functions is to tell 
cifns when they are about to 
bft by meteorites, catapulted 
if global war or plunged into 
few Ice Age. 

But tins does not make Sev- 
fn Heat wrong. For, however 
a pertinent foeir advice may 
i, life in this country would be 
>uch better if gardeners did 
deed get rid of their lawns. 



Lawns are wasteful of both water 
and time, are environmentally 
damag in g , represent a threat tii 
wildlife and look horrible. 

Certainly, the amount of 
water that it takes to maintain 
a small piece of clipped sward fa 
disproportionately great - no 
one contests that But the time 
and effort expended on keeping 
it aerated, fertilised, moss-free, 
sanded, seeded and rolled is also 
preposterous. Tap into the inter- 
set and you will discover that # 
lawncare has more entries than 
blow-jobs. One advice page lists 
a vast number of queries and 
responses under headings like 
“Moles”, “Quackgrass”, “straw 
over re-seeded patch” and foe 
sinister “seeding over dead sod 
in a shady yard”. Give him a 
Christian burial, say I. 

Lawn obsessives are not just 
sad in themselves, but danger- 
ous. They pour pesticides on 
foeir grass, maim hedgehogs 
with their s trimmers and regu- 
larly clutter up casualty 
departments after their rotary 
mowers have shot up their legs 
and inflicted damage. 

And for what? For yet 
another regular patch of dull 
short grass, in a country foal is 
not exactly short on grass (if 
you look down from a plane its 
practically all you can see). 

But the most beautiful gar- 
dens in the world, like foe Gen- 
eralife at the Alhambra in 
Granada, have no grass at all. 
Every inch is used for flowers, 
stone-flagged nooks, fountains 
and benches. There is a surprise 
- a delight - at every turn. The 
great British lawn is open, reg- 
ular and un intriguing, a flat- 
tening of nature, rather than a 
harnessing of it. 

So why do we do it, this 
fawning? Like so much else it is 
a product of^ Victorian stiffness 
and displayed civic virtue. A big. 
short lawn bespeaks tidiness, 
hard work and a concern for foe 
good opinion of others. In 
America “lawn-care operators" 
have been showing businesses a 
report from foe Centre For 
Communication Dynamics, 
illustrating the benefits of keep- 
ing a neat lawn: “It indicates 
that you are safety and envi- 
ronmentally conscious, a good 
neighbour and well- managed." 

Humbug! Pave it over right 
now. 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Arrest me 

Sir: A spectator at a £ 
match has been found g 
using “threatening wor 
behaviour” for swearil 
gesticulating at a Mad 
United player (reporyf 
I hope foe legal sysi^f 


to cope with theiwcnload 
which wtD follow /his 
dent I await a ijfii from 
authorities wfaiif asking'.^ 
3,264 wmihr unences to.- be 
taken into corsideration- 

{ PaulPox 
I ' Harrow, 
/ Middlesex 


i J 

someone from (heir 

aU ^ “revealingair to foe tabloids- SeBna Scott , icfavion fxnonu&y 

of a® “Agoing to insert this soft tube into vour rec- 

Q(J turn - Doctor or the beginning of Demis totters Karaoke' 

Dd over half -^ay through lo watch the snooker - Mary 

er J^mtefcouse, veteran TV' clean-up campaigner and Potter foe 

It KfJJSK”.* tra L dmili ofhavin S 10 keep going. A good year sim- 
>ad t-u meaBS «->- haveto P a 3’ 7norc taxes- Felicity KendaL actress 
«?- a ^ ra P' If peo P le brush their teeth regu- 
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?s, yes, yesjt sco rning. N o one can hide the sun with his fingers 
rasser Ararat, rLO president, on the /vo^pect of a Palestinian state 
lu can’t go in there, h’s a restricted area - Rivers HowgilL duty 
vtagerattheRajwAlbmHtiU, as the buildings hvo female gfiosts 

appeared into the kitchens 
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PROFILE: Mohamed al-Favcd 


The angry 
shopkeeper 


We should not underestimate the 
political ambition of the Harrods 
boss, says Chris Blackhurst 


'TSiCTr are two sides to Mohamed 
X al-Fayed, the owner of Har- 
rods. There is the smiling, cuddly, 
favourite uncle figure who poses 
for shots at the ope ning of the 
store's sale. He looks like the cat 
who has got the cream, the man 
who owns the most famous store in 
Britain and possibly the world, 
who mixes with the Queen at the 
Royal Windsor Hone Show, which 
he sponsors. 

In private, friends and visitors 
are treated to a quite different dis- 
play. His language drops several 
notches until what is heard is a 
stream of expletives. Often he can 
be very funny, in a blokish, famil- 
iar sort of way. Comments about 
sex and the size of the male organ 
are a speciality. 

But never far away, and increas- 
ingly apparent in recent months, is 
a smouldering anger. Mention the 
Government or certain mimsteis or 
Tory MPs and he erupts in fury. 
Once, his hatred was more or less 
solely directed against Roland 
"Tiny" Rowland, the steely former 
Lonrho boss who fought him for 
years for control of Harrods. Now 
Tiny has gone - they shook hands, 
finally, in October 1993, under the 
stuffed shark with “Hoy” painted 
on its belly hanging from.the roof 
of the Harrods Food HaH Fayed 's 
old adversary has been replaced by 
new enemies, whom he once 
sought as his friends. 

His loathing for them goes much 
deeper than it ever did for Mr Row- 
land. Then, they were business. 


Tbe idea appeals to him, but not, 
to h» immense credit, oat of per- 
sonal vanity. The manifesto drafted 
by his office contains not a hint of 


remarkable document, almost ted, 
and most definitely liberal Demo- 
crat orange, in tone and content 

Until the Independent reported 
his intention last week, his talk was 
known only to a handful of his 
courtiers. Some could not take it 
seriously, believing a political party 
to be another of those wadty ideas 
he chucks out from time to time. 
Others counselled caution, to feel 
your way, start a think-tank, then 
see if you can go further. 

Still others detected a desperate 
seriousness. In recent months, they 
have seen him rebuffed in his 
attempt to acquire citizenship for 
himself and ms brother Ali, and 
fail, miserably, in acquiring a 
national newspaper. Yesterday, he 
received some solace by paying 
£3mfbr Viva!, the troubled 
station aimed at women. 

For anyone who knows him. 
Viva!, with an audience of jist 500 
at times, zndJPunch, also part of his 
new liberty Publishing media ven- 
ture, will not be eDoogh. Constantly, 
he talks of “♦••ring' 5 the Govern- 
ment, of sotting die country out, of 
helping the mania the sheet. 

He wants to introduce a Bill of 
Rights, a Freedom of Information 
Act: proporti onal representation. 



radio A good raht? fo pifitlte a(-Fayed is the fanmutte imcte, in private another man emerges Refer Maodianrud 


and holds numerous Royal War- 
rants. “Mohamed al-Fayed has had 
a 10-year crash course in British 
injustice,” said one of his aides. 
“He came here with a starry-eyed 
view of Britain, which has been 
r dashed. He suffers from 
rent, not just at his own 
treatment but at tbe system he has 
witnessed at dose hand.” 

A (pick run through the crash 


ably secretly relished a good scrap. 
This is different; this is personal, . 

It is all about, as he sees it, a for- 
eigner who genuinely likes - this 
country and wants to do some 

C here, who. has been done 
t by the Government, by the 
establishment. It is about snobbery 
and acceptance, about powerful 
people closing ranks, about rarism. 

Ai-Fayed, the big-time busi- 
nessman, has discovered what it js 
like to be the tittle man. That cruel 
learning process, say his friends, 
has forced him to think seriously 
about forming a political party. 


He suffers disillusiomnent, at his 
own treatment and at the system 



m sleeted second chamber, nation- 
i of the utilities, a stimmed- 
Scandmavian-style monar- 
The National Lottery, 
described as a tax on tire poor in Ins 
.fote-page programme, would go. 

• This, from someone who owns, 
, in addition to Harrods, tbe Ritz in 
\ Paris; the former Duke of Wind- 
■ r sofs house. in France, a castle in 
i Scotland and an estate in Surrey 


course: Tiny sells his shares in 
House of Fraser, Harrods' parent; 
Mohamed boys the whole com-, 
party, to Tiny’s anguish; Tiny begins 
a relentless campaign to get the 
takeover overturned by the Gov- 
ernment; Department of 'Dade 
and Indurtiy inspectors report that 
Mohamed bed about the source of 
his wealth and misrepresented his 
fannty roots as being in a great trad- 


ing dynasty; strenuous efforts to get 
that report shelved come to nougfrt, 
despite intensive wooing of lory 
ministers, MPs and journalists, 
induding putting them up at the 
Ritz; Mohamed saves the pound by 
persuading his friend, the Sultan of 
Brunei, not to switch into dollars; 
Mohamed gives millions to charity 
yet he st31 cannot acquire a British 
passport. 

Surrounded by his faithful 
retainers in Kjrightsbridge, recently 
Strengthened by the addition of 
Stewart Steven, tbe former editor 
of the London Evening Standard, 
Mr Fayed broods. He is convinced 
that the inspectors were appointed 
to appease Lonrho, because min- 
isters feared that the Observer, 
which Lonrho owned, would attack 
Mark Thatcher in the run-up to the 
1987 general election. When the 
inspectors met, the Fayed side 
claims, his evidence was virtually 
ignored. Then, their report was 
leaked and the leak traced to Scot- 
land Yard, yet nobody was ever 
prosecuted. “Mohamed can never 
understand what has happened to 
him,” says a member of his circle. 


There is, of course, another ride 
to all this. Be ginnin g with the war 
with Lonrho, be has used dirty tac- 
tics. A man who never gives up, his 
aggression and sheer persistence 
can be more off-putting than effec- 
tive. He employ* a small army of 
security men and a battery of 
lawyers. His reign at Harrods has 
been characterised by a revolving 
door of senior executives. He is 
extremely litigious. 

The idea of reforming the coun- 
try may appeal but his English is 
poor and he is not exactly sur- 
rounded by political heavyweights. 
It would be an error, though, to 
underestimate him. “His xunda- 
rpentri mistake was saying his origins 
were greater than they were,” said 
a dose friend, “but be still has tbe 
instincts of those origins. He may be 
vulgar but he has the common 
touch." 

The day the report of his wish to 
form a new party appeared, my taxi 
driver was lapping it up. “All tbe 
cabbies are behind Goldsmith but 
if he wants to do it. they might 
switch to him.” His English may be 
poor but he speaks their language. 


Thou shalt love thy natural parents 

Why return a Zulu child to a mother whose language he does not speak, asks Polly Toynbee 


1 last minute attempt to win a 
V reprieve for a 10-year-old Zulu 
y failed in court yesterday. Against 
iwfll, the boy, known as M, was torn 
>m the arms of his foster mother 
sterday afternoon and handed over 
his natural mother. She will be tak- 
g, him to Brafcpan, a township 
ilside Johannesburg where be has 
ver lived, to be with parents he can- 
it understand as he speaks no Zulu, 
rs S, his foster mother, was too dis- 
lugbt to speak yesterday evening. 
Yesterday morning the Presi dent o f 
t European Conumsrionon Human 
ghts requested the British govern- 
?nt not to send the boy back until 
•y had considered the case. But the 
tomey-Gcneral refused and was 
eked hv the Court of Appeal. Allan 
■vy QC appearing for the boy’s fos- 

• mother, pointed out to the court 
H all previous requests from Stras- 
uro to the government had always 
en acceded to. This refusal set a 
; cedent. 

This has been one of the saddest 
d most shameful cases, flying in the 
s? of the spirit of the 1989 Children 
t. The boy was the illegitimate son 
ihe Zulu housekeeper of Mrs S, an 
rikaaner woman. From the age of 
months Mrs S fostered him, aim 
len die moved to London the boy s 
tural mother signed a paper releas- 

* him. Mis S, now wicknrcd. 

rial security in Maids with her 

lighters and M, who is exception- 
y bright, is due to take an assisted 
ace at a top. private school. 

The boy’s natural father turned up 
a&L He and the boy's mother married 
id then claimed they always expected 
tobeaenlbati after five yeaxs. The) 1 
*ve sold their aoiy for sizeable sums 
he South African press and South 

iron ww j w ■ 



The Appenl rvu«>t h« unprecedentedly refuged a request from the European Commission on Human Rights 


This week the House of Lords The 
refused to hear Mrs S’s appeal. In 
court the child’s wabes were repre- 
sented by the Official Solicitor “We 
made very dear the child's wishes to 
stay in Britain with Mrs S. It is 
unusual for a court to go agmost ach 
firmly expressed wishes of a child, 

Tfrfthifldreii Act demands that a 


shed the lawyers involved, all acting 
pro borto without payment. The dis- 
tinguished child psychiatrist called in 
evidence and die Official Solicitor 


fo r the cast , ft fras become a cause 

ce!^6re r stirrirg national pride and dark 

national memories of apartheid - on 
Afrikaaner whfte ^womati who has 
“stolen” her M*y^ T sboy. 


Courts claimed they were acting mice 
chad’sbestmteresKinretjMmg^ 

rn his Zulu roots. A child s own 

, . lone-term best interests, ah 
£ roigb S th® case, the judges have 
r™, ireful to clothe then words in 
been care™ rwiAw , Act hut 


Commission and possibly the Court 
wifl still hear die case and decide 
whether the human rights of the child 
and his foster mother have been 
bleached. 

Tbe case raises a multitude of 
questions. Firstly, does a 1 0-year-old 
boy know what is best for him? In 
many ways, of course, he does not, 
He needs to be made to wash, brush 
his teeth, eat his greens, do his 
homework and go to bed ai a rea- 
sonable hour. These things be will 
"probably not do unless an adult 
.keeps on his case.. 

These axe, it most be said, small 
matters. On the tug issues in his life 


he is almost always the only person 
who does know what should happen, 
and no one else can ten him. Only he 
knows Whom he loves. Only he knows 
where he belong?. Who else can come 
along and tell him these things? The 

answer is, the Court of Appeal and the 

House of Lords. Thou shalt love 
whom we order you to love, they say. 
They order him to love biological par- 
ents he can no longer-speak to and to 
“return” to a family he cannot remem- 
ber living with. Only Dickens's pen 
could do justice to such callous dis- 
regard of a child's feelings. 

Sadly, sometimes a child wants to 
live with a parent so deeply unsuitable 
that the courts are forced to intervene. 
Children do sometimes love parents 
too hopelessly deranged, depressed, 
wicked or subnormal to be safe to live 
with. But there was do question of 
Mrs S’s suitability and the judges 


made a point of praising her. 
Bizarre fy, the judges admitted that 
wrenching him away will be deeply 
and permanently damaging. 

But racial roots, it seems, maner 
more than psychology. This modern 
mania for putting ethnic origin above 
all other emotional considerations has 
become a warped form of racism, 
defining children by their race and 
ignoring their other needs and wishes. 
This is atavistic sodo-biological think- 
ing - putting the animal back into the 
wild, the bird back in its nest. Maybe 
it would be better if the child had 
never been taken from his mother 
(though maybe not). But that is now 
history. He is a human, not an animal, 
and be knows where he belongs bet- 
ter than tbe judges. 

Underlying this case is another 
atavian- treating children as the chat- 
tels of their biological parents. 
Although the judges were careful to 
avoid saying so, the only sense that 
can be made of their ruling is that tbe 
boy belongs to his birth parents and 
so it is best for him to be where he 
belongs- 

One further piece of political cor- 
rectness has infected the judiciary. 
The poor black family who can offer 
little to the boy - virtually no educa- 
tion or future - is set against a mid- 
dle-class (albeit down on her luck) 
white woman in Maida Vale, who is 
good at getting her children into pub- 
lic schools. Rich London should not 
be allowed to steal the children of 
poor Africa. This child is paying the 
price of our guilt about apartheid and 
colonialism. 

But if a child who wants to stay with 
a foster parent be loves, in a richer, 
safer place with every opportunity is 
not allowed to do so, how has his wel- 
fare been treated as “paramount”? 
Time and again the intent of the Chil- 
dren Act is cast aside in favour of 
other cult agendas. When will chil- 
dren's voices ever be heard above the 
din of adults' demands? 


Did the assassin 
kill Israel’s 
peace process? 

The cost of Rabin’s death is still 
being counted, says David Horovitz 


■n xactiy six months ago, on 
XJ/tbe night of Saturday, 
4 November, the lithe figure of 
Yigal Amir darted up behind 
Yitzhak Rabin and fired from 
point-blank range into the 
prime minister's back, wound- 
ing him fatally as he left a rally 
dedicated to rooting out vio- 
lence from Israeli society. 

If there was a crumb of com- 
fort, it lay in the assumption 
That the peace process would 
not die wuh the prime minister, 
that his long-time rival- turned- 
partner, Shimon Peres, could 
step smoothly into the breach. 

The safest way for Mr Peres 
to have ensured the continued 
backing of a majority of his 
countryfolk would have been to 
have tailed a general election 
immediately. Opinion polls 
showed 60 per cent of Israelis 
ready to put aside any reserva- 
tions over the accords with the 
Palestinians and vote for him, 
if only, in many cases, to disso- 
ciate themselves from tbe right- 
wing vitriol that had led to the 
assassination. 

But, anxious not to plunge a 
shaken Israel into the further 
instability of a bitter campaign, 
Mr Peres eschewed the easy 
option. Since then, that 60 per- 
cent support has dwindled - 
dipping lower each time Islamic 
extremists managed to smuggle 
a suicide bomber on to an 
Israeli bus - to the point where 
his lead over ihe only other 
prime ministerial candidate , the 
Likud's Benjamin Netanyahu, is 
now only about S per cent. 

So while Mr Amir failed in 
his murderous bid to put an 
immediate halt to the peace 
process, he may yet turn out to 
have started a series of events 
that leads to the same conclu- 
sion. For, in removing Mr 
Rabin, tbe assassin deprived 
Israel of tbe leader best qual- 
ified to persuade the elec- 
torate of the viability of co- 
existence. a man whose 
peerless military record gave 
him unique credibility when 
advancing policies involving 
territorial compromise. Mr 
Peres badly lacks that credi- 
bility, Jacks the centrist appeal 
that helped Mr Rabin to power 
in 1992, lacks his predecessor’s 
unassailable self-confidence. 

And if Mr Peres loses the 
election he has called for 29 
May, and Mr Netanyahu takes 
over, there is every reason to 
believe that the peace process 
will come to a shuddering halt. 
For while Mr Netanyahu is a 
fickle politirian, prepared to 
tailor his policies to fit the 
national mood, his cabinet 


would be filled with stubborn 
hardliners - men tike Rafael 
Eitan, the former chief of staff 
who says no peace treaty with 
an Arab state is worth the 
paper it’s printed on, Ariel 
Sharon, the former defence 
minister who masterminded 
Israel’s misguided 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon, and possibly 
even Rehavam Ze’evi. another 
former ex-military man who 
advocates the “voluntary trans- 
fer” of Palestinians from the 
West Bank to an unspecified 
destination elsewhere in the 
Arab world. 

Mr Peres has so far fought a 
lacklustre election campaign - 
apparently relying on President 
Omton’s fulsome endorsement 
to win over voters - and is still 
struggling to shed the reputa- 
tion of a loser, having failed on 
four occasions in the Seventies 


Mr Peres badly 
lacks the centrist 
appeal that helped 
Mr Rabin to power 


and Eighties to win the prime 
ministership outright 

Worse stffl, Mr Peres’s recent 
“Operation Grapes of Wrath" 
bombardment of Lebanon 
seems likely to cost him what 
would have been rock-solid 
support among Israel’s 800,000- 
strone Arab community. And 
his determination to press 
ahead with the Israeli army’s 
immin ent withdrawal from 
Hebron will alienate potential 
voters from the Orthodox Jew- 
ish community for whom the 
West Bank city, as the burial 
place of the biblical patriarchs, 
has particular significance. 

Another wave of suicide 
bombings, or the resumption of 
HizboDah Katyusha rocket fire 
across the northern border, 
would probably deal a fatal 
blow to Mr Peres’s re-election 
chances. 

A few days after the assassi- 
nation, Mr Peres pledged that 
he would win the 1996 elections 
“for your sake, Yitzhak”. But 
when the polling stations close 
on 29 May, it may be Yigal 
Amir who feels the satisfaction 
of a mission accomplished. 


The writer is the editor of the new 
biography, "Yitzhak Rabin: Sd~ 
dierofPeace,' written by the staff 
of the ‘Jerusalem Report’ news 
magazine, published in the UK 
by Peter Hedban. 
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The man is a national treasure 

(What Doctors Don’t TeU You) 

IRRITABLE BOWEL 
SYNDROME? 

Helpful Advice From 
Dr Vernon Coleman 

If you suffer from Irritable Bowel Syndrome you will 
know only too well how this painful disorder can ruin your 
life. I used to suffer terribly from IBS, and had all the usual 
symptoms (pain, wind etc) but conquered the problem 
using a simple, two-step control programme. Since then 
my symptoms have virtually disappeared and the quality of 
my life has inproved beyond measure. Now you can share 
the information that gave me back a normal life. I have 
produced a book called “Relief from IBS” that explaim the 
methods I used to solve my IBS problem. Tbe advice is 
written in an easy-to-follow style and includes a series of 
simple, practical guidelines designed to help you deal with 
your IBS in the same way that I dealt with mine. The 
topics covered include 

• Causes and symptoms 

• How to look after your digestive system 

• Relief from wind 

• Tips on how to cope with stress 

• Foods that can make things worse 

Haiing suffered from IBS for several years I know what a 
devastating effect it can have on your life and 1 do tope 
my book will be able to help you. You can try my advice 
without ride - if you don’t find the book helpful then 
Simply return it to me within 28 days of receipt for a full 
refund. To order your copy send a cheque or postal order 
for £9.95 to IBS Book Offer. Sales Office IN31 
Publishing House, Trinity Place. Barnstaple, Devon EX32 
9HJ,Post and packing is FREE! For credit card sales please 
ring (01271 328892). Your book will be sent to you within 
28 days. Reading this book could help solve your IBS 
problem for good - and remember, you have nothing to 
lose but your symptoms. 

" His advice is optimistic and toffiusjjastic" 

(The British Medical Journal) 

"Dr Vernon f-nWian is one of our most enlightened, 
trenchant and sensible dispensers of medical advice" 
(The Observer) 

Published by the European Medical Journal 
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Emile Habibi 


The death of the eminent, con- 
troversial and highly accom- 
plished Palestinian writer Emile 
Habibi could not have come at 
a worse moment, when anti- 
Israeli feeling in the Arab world 
is at its height following the ill- 
fated “grapes of wrath" military 
campaign. Irony, the main fea- 
ture of Hahibi's narrative and 
drama, left its mark on his life 
and his death. As a writer who 
devoted the last 15 or so years 
of his life to the promotion of 
peace with Israel, and tireless- 
ly campaign ed for its acceptance 
among reluctant Arab readers 
and intellectuals, he died only 
one day after the mass funeral 
of the J02 Lebanese civilian vic- 
tims of the Israeli massacre in 
Qana. 

Habibi was the only Pales- 
tinian Arab to win the highest 
literary honours from both the 
PLO and Israel. Yasser Arafat 
bestowed on him the illustrious 
Al-Quds Prize, for his role in 
furthering the cause of Pales- 
tinian literature. In 1 992. the Is- 
raeli prime minister. Yitzhak 
Shamir, awarded him the Israel 
Prize for his role in promoting 
tolerance and mutual under- 
standing through his writing. 
Habibi deserved both prizes, but 
his winning the latter raised 
wide controversy both in the 
Arab world and in IsraeL It was 
denounced by right-wing Is- 
raelis who were antagonistic to 
giving an Arab writer Israel's 
most prestigious literary prize. 
At the same time, Arab intel- 
lectuals, including the Pales- 
tinian writers in the Diaspora, 
castigated him for accepting a 
prize from a state whose hands 
were tainted with the blood of 
the Palestinian children. In the 
face of strong opposition and 
widespread criticism. Habibi 
accepted the prize, but donat- 
ed its US$8,000 to a charity 
working with the wounded child 
victims - of the intifada. 

Habibi was bom in Haifa in 
1922 to a Christian Orthodox 
middle-class family. After ob- 
taining his baccalaureate in 
1939, he worked in Haifa's oD 


refinery while studying by cor- 
respondence for a London Uni- 
versity degree in petroleum 
engineering. In 1942 he aban- 
doned his study to work as a 
news announcer for the Pales- 
tinian broadcasting station in 
Jerusalem. 

From the outset of his pub- 
lic career, Habibi was a lone 
voice calling, in 1949, for the ac- 
ceptance of the LIN plan for the 
division of Palestine into an 
Arab and a Jewish state, a plan 
that was unanimously rejected 
by all Arab governments. Soon 
after the creation of Israel, he 
became a political activist for 
the cause of Palestinians and the 
founder and leader of the 
League of Liberation of Pales- 
tine? which eventually became 
the Israeli Communist Party, 
Rakah. For a long time, Rakah 
was the only political party in Is- 
rael with a mixed membership 
of Arabs and Jews. 

In 1952, Habibi, by far the 
most active Arab member in 
Rakah, was elected to the Knes- 
set . a seat he held for 20 years. 
As a parliamentary politician, he 
devoted his energy to the po- 
litical struggle of the Palestin- 
ian people who staved behind 
after the creation of the state of 
Israel on their land. He de- 
fended their legal, political and 
human rights, and above all de- 
voted most of bis active life to 
the articulation of their cause. 

In the 1950s. he became the 
chief editor of Rakah 's Arabic 
language newspaper, al-Ittihad 
(“The Union"), which called for 
the unity of Arabs and Jews in 
a secular, democratic, multi- 
ethnic state in Palestine. Under 
his editorship, it promoted the 
cause of the Palestinian Arabs 
and encouraged them to express 
their identity and maintain their 
cultural tradition. It was in al- 
Ittihad and its literary monthly 
supplement, al-Jadid, that the 
new Palestinian poetry of re- 
sistance emerged in the late 
1950s and early 1960s, articu- 
lating a strong sense of hope and 
the quest for an Arab identity 
among Palestinians in IsraeL 



Habibi: a major force in the developraent of the Arabic novel 


Unlike most Palestinian writ- 
ers, Emile Habibi started writ- 
ing late in life. He began almost 
as a challenge to a statement 
made, after the Arab defeat of 
1967, by the late YigaJ AUon, a 
leading Israel politician, who 
told him that the Palestinians 
did not exist any longer, for if 
they did they would have pro- 
duced their own literature. Lit- 
erature was seen as a proof of 
existence and a document of na- 
tional identity. Habibi was then 
in his mid-forties and the denial 
of the existence of Palestinians, 
common at the time in Zionist 
circles, prompted him to 
document their survival. 

Unlike the majority of con- 
temporary Palestinian writers 


who emerged from the refugee 
camps and thus had little or no 
experience of Palestine before 
the establishment of the Jewish 
state. Habibi had spent his 
childhood in the Palestine of the 
British Mandate, and remained 
in his native city after the cre- 
ation of Israel, thus sustaining 
the continuity of the Palestin- 
ian experience. This provided 
him with the unique position of 
representing the continuity of 
the Palestinian experience in 
modem Arabic literature. 

The devastating shock of the 
1967 war turned Habiby’s left- 
wing optimism into bitter sar- 
casm and biting humour which 
he channelled into his first lit- 
erary work. Sudasyyat al-Ayyam 


al-Sinah (“The Sextet rtf the Six 
Day War". I96S). In this work, 
Habibi rejects the outcome of 
the war and posits an alterna- 
tive to the official account, us- 
ing narrative as a means of 
subverting the prevalent order 
and warding off the nightmare 
of reality. The Sextet is a unique 
work of narrative using the 
form of the short-stoiy cvele to 
present a panoramic view of the 
contradictions of the war and its 
ironic impact on the Palestini- 
ans. Each piece is structurally 
autonomous and can be read as 
an independent story, but the 
subtle link between the pieces 
offers the work its unity, inter- 
nal cohesion and dynamism. 
Unlike most short -storv cvcles 


Photograph: Reuter 


which arc finked through a 
character, a place or an event, 
the link generating the struc- 
tural unity of the Sextet is that 
of identity, impact, shod: and 
irony. The Palestinian dream of 
“‘return’* is accomplished, but 
only ironically when the rest of 
the' Palestinian land falls under 
Israeli occupation. 

Structural irony is also at the 
core of his second and most 
famous novel, Al-WaqaT al- 
Gharibah fi Ikluifa ' Sa 'idAbi-l- 
Nahs al-Mutashall (known in 
English under its short title. The 
Pess-Oprimist, 1974). In this 
novel, which was translated 
into 16 languages, the theme of 
the immediate shock of the 
1967 war recedes into the back- 


ground and the survival of 
Palestinians in the face of Zion- 
ist attempts to eradicate their 
identity oumes to the fore. The 
Pess-Optimist uses a Sue mixture 
of Sterne's ironic and reflexive 
narrative m Tristram Shandy 
and the humorous Arabic anec- 
dotal narrative in teffing the sto- 
ry of Lhc Palestinians ufHabjbTs 
generation. It conssts of three 
parts, each devoted to a major 
phase in the recent history of 
Palestine and entitled with* the 
name of a woman who is both 
the beloved of the hero and a 
symbol of Palestine. The fitsL 
"Yu’atT, represents the early 
period before the loss of Pales- 
tine in 1948; the second, 
“Baqivah", embodies the spir- 
it of the Palestinian resistance 
to the eradication of their na- 
tional identity after the creation 
of the state of Israel; and the 
third, “Yu'ad al-Thaniyah", sig- 
nifies the new stage of the 
Palestinian consciousness which 
emerged after 1967 and the 
armed Palestinian resistance. 

The inevitability of resis- 
tance is the main theme of the 
novel, which articulates the im- 
possibility of collaboration, fra- 
no matter how subservient and 
accepting the Palestinian be- 
comes the only fate for him in 
Israel is oppression and anni- 
hilation. Resistance is used in 
the novel in its widest sense; it 
is not confined to overt acts of 
defiance, for every measure 
that preserves the Palestinian . 
presence, identity and culture is 
an act of resistance, even tf it ap- 
pears as a form of submission 
and capitulation. In this re- 
spect the novel foreshadowed 
the Palestinian intifada long 
before it took place. 

Unlike most novels, The Pess- 
Optimist is full of footnotes 
creating a Secondary text which 
serves as the cultural context of 
the novel and roots every aspect 
of the narrative in the histori- 
cal and geographical reality of 
Palestine. The detailed infor- 
mation provided in these notes 
generates an elaborate internal 
memory, which serve as a 


counter-argument against any 
denial of the existence of 
Palestine and its identity. 

The consolidation ol this 
identity and the preservation of 
its cultural and oral history 
seems to be at the heart of Habi- 
tnr’s literary project. It perme- 
ates his plays. Luka ' Ihn Luka 1 
(“Luka the son of Luka". | 
and Umm al-Rubabiku (“The 
Pedlar Woman", 1992). and 
novels, Jkhtiyyah (1985) and 
Sarttya Bint aUJhuI C Saraya the 
Ogre's Daughter", 1992). In 
these two novels the textual 
space becomes an arena for the 
inscription of what one may call 
the infrastructure of Palestinian 
identity; its history, geography, 
oral tradition, folk culture, pop- 
ular lore concerning agriculture 
and weather, anecdotes, pro- 
verbs and even fragments of its 
written literature. Tlw collective 
culture is inscribed as much in 
the realistic account of daily 
events as in the Right into fan- 
tasy and imagination. Beneath 
the deformed narrative space of 
present-day Israel the author in- 
vokes through a powerful nos- 
talgia the sacrosanct Palestine 
around every comer and behind 
every street-name. 

The writing of Habibi never 
failed to generate interest and 
controversy both ra the Arab 
world and among Palestinians 
nod Israelis alike. He was one 
of the major forces in the de- 
velopment of the Arabic novel 
and provided it with some of its 
most interesting experimental 
work. The strength of contro- 
versy raised by his work and po- 
litical views throughout his 
career and the heated discussion 
it generated is a testimony to 
Hahibi's lasting importance as 
a prominent literary figure and 
a symbol of Palestinian identi- 
ty. Through these debates he 
succeeded in putting the Pales- 
tinian question firmly on the 
literary agenda. 

Sabry Hafez 

Entile Habibi, writer: bom Haifa 
29 August 1922: married (two 
sons): died Nazareth 2 Mu y 1996. 


Mike Leander 


f Mike Leander stamped his dis- 
* tractive arrangement and pro- 
duction style on British popular 
music in the Sixties, his influ- 
ence continuing through the 
Seventies with the creation of 
the glam rock star Gary Glitter, 
and into the Eighties as the 
writer of the West End musical 
Matador. 

Mike Leander was born 
Michael Farr in 1941 in Wal- 
thamstow, east London. He 
won a scholarship to Bancroft’s 
school in Woodford Green, Es- 
sex, where he boarded from 
1952 until 1959. His consuming 
interests were cricket, at which 
be represented the school at all 
levels, and music of ail kinds. At 
school he regularly attended 
Sunday classical music evenings 
in the library, which met with 
the approval of his housemas- 
ter, ana formed a skittle group, 
which didn’L 

He studied law, more to ap- 
pease his elders than through 
any innate desire, but the lure 
of the music business was too 
strong and, after less than a year, 
he gave it up and found a job 
as office junior in a small mu- 
sic publishing company. He 
had soon discovered a singer 
and written some son^ and, re- 


alising the financial potential in 
leasing finished recordings to 
record companies, persuaded 
me to finance the making of 
such a recording. Leander 
arranged and produced the 
record which was duly leased to 
Derca Records, sadly for no ad- 
vance and a rather lower roy- 
alty rate than had been 
expected. It flopped but, as are - 
sulL Decca offered Leander a 
contract as an arranger; not bad 
for someone who, at that time, 
was still teaching himself to read 
and write music. 

His foot was on the first 
rung of a ladder, to the top of 
which he climbed in record 
lime. An intelligent deep 
thinker, he knew what he want- 
ed and bow to make it happen. 
He found time to study or- 
chestration at the Trinity Col- 
lege of Music and, with his 
unshakeable belief in his own 
ability, created a classical-pop 
style of arranging in the early 
Sixties which quickly estab- 
lished him as a major influence 
on the popular music of the 
time. In the early Sixties he 
arranged and in many cases pro- 
duced records by the Rolling 
Stones, Cliff Richard, Billy 
Fury, Marianne FaithfulL, Marc 


Bolan, the Small Faces, Joe 
Cocker, Van Morrison, Alan 
Price, Shirley Bassey, Lulu, 
Jimmy Page, Roy Orbison and 
Gene Pitney. 

His influence on British pop- 
ular music did not go unnoticed 
in America, and in 1 964 Atlantic 
Records brought him to the 
United States to work with the 
legendary Ben E. King and the 
Drifters, where he had an im- 
mediate No 1 in the Billboard 
chart with “Under the Board- 
walk". During a period in which 
he also wrote “Lady Godiva" for 
Peter and Gordon and *Tve 
Been a Bad Bad Boy" and 
“High Time" for Paul Jones, tbe 
arrangement he was most 
proud of was for “She’s Leav- 
ing Home" on the Beatles’ 
Sergeant Pepper album in 1967. 

Stylish and charismatic, a 
commanding and respected fig- 
ure in and out of the recording 
studio, be W3S not only a lead- 
ing contributor to the music of 
the Sixties he was a leading light 
on the swinging sodal scene. He 
was a celebrity and loved to cel- 
ebrate. Whether a record 
reached No 1 or No 31 it was 
stiU worth a table for 12 at the 
Arethusa. and the fact that in 
some cases the restaurant bill 


would exceed the aggregate of 
royalties to come was of little 
concern to Leander. 

In the latter part of the Six- 
ties, he signed a six-figure con- 
tract with MCA Records as a 
writer and producer. He pro- 
duced and arranged hits for sev- 
eral MCA artists; recorded an 
album. Migration, with the Mike 
Leander Orchestra; was exec- 
utive producer of the Andrew 
Uqyd Webber/Trm Rice con- 
cept album Jesus Christ Super- 
star . ; producer of the soundtrack 
album of GodspeU and an album 
of Rupert Brooke poems read 
by Sir John Gielgud: and com- 
posed the music for several 
films, including Privilege and 
Run a Crooked Mile. In the ear- 
ly Seventies his writing part- 
nership with me (we were old 
schoolfriends) produced world- 
wide bits for Englebert 
Humperdinck, Cliff Richard 
and Vanity Fair, whose song 
“Early in the Morning" re- 
ceived a BMI award for ex- 
ceeding one million broadcast 
performances in the United 
States. 

In 1972 Leander’s love of 
rock’n'roll music and his belief 
in the stagecraft of a hitherto 
unsuccessful rocker, Paul Gadd, 


led to his instigation of the glam 
rock movement when he cre- 
ated the music and persona of 
Gary GiiUer. Apart from writ- 
ing. arranging and producing 11 
consecutive Top Ten hits for 
Gary, including three Number 
Ones, Leanderplaycd all the in- 
struments on the records except 
the brass. The unique dram and 
guitar sounds on these records 
were the envy of many subse- 
quent imitators, none of whom 
could quite achieve the dis- 
tinctive quality of Leander’s 
originals. Another 10 hits fol- 
lowed, featuring either Gary or 
the Glitter Band, and Leander 
received an Ivor Novello Award 
and a Certificate of Honour for 
Services to British Popular 
Music. 

• From the late Seventies Le- 
ander shared his time between 
London and Majorca. He had 
a great love of Spain and all 
dungs Spanish and in conceived 
the idea for a musical based on 
the bullfighter E) Cordobes. 
called Matador, which we start- ' 
ed writing in 19S3. He produced 
a concept album of the show in 
1987 which included the hit sin- 
gle “A Boy from Nowhere" by 
Tom Jones. Acclaimed produc- 
tions of the show followed in 



Leander; left, at las wedding to Penelope Carter hi 1374. Gary Glitter, right, was best man 


Chicago and Miami in 1989/90 
and a long time ambition of Le- 
ander’s was fulfilled in 1991 
when Matador opened at the 
Queen’s Theatre in the West 
End of London. It ran for four 
months, winning a Laurence 
Olivier Award for Best Chore- 
ography. Plans are in place for 
further productions in four 
theatres in America in 1997. 

Outside music, Mike Lean- 
der’s great passion was cricket. 


In his later, lazier days, he con- 
sidered carrying his bat for 19 
to be most satisfactory, despite 
perhaps running out three or 
four members of his team in the 
process. He was a proud mem- 
ber of tbe MCC and loved 
nothing more than watching a 
test match from the balcony of 
the Pavilion Bar. 

Mike Leander was not only 
hugely talented but generous 
with that talent. He made an 


enormous contribution to the 
world of music and was a great 
influence on the lives of many 
people inside and outside the 
music business. 

Edward Seago 

Michael Farr (Mike Leander), 
songwriter, record producer, 
arranger: bom London 30 June 
1941; married 1974 Penny Carter 
{two sons): died London IS 
April 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

CHILLER: On 2b April, Honor Eliza- 
beth. beloved mother of Catherine 
Pinner and Arnold GiHn. Funeral ser- 
vice at Moniakc Crematorium on Fri- 
day 10 May at 1.15pm. FtowemoJJL 
Kcnvocu 44 Marines Road. London 
WS/tclephonc 0171-937 0757. 

IN MEMORIAM 

BORTHWICK: Florence Bontnrick 
I nee Cronin), died 4 May 1993. No 
flower, no words. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial aerrkes, Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memorials) should be sent in writing 
(o (he Gazette Edkoc Tbe Independent, 
t Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don E14 SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 1 24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or Curd to 0171-293 
2010. and are charged at £&50 a line 
fVAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements i notices, ftmettoos Forth- 
coming marriaRcs, Marriages) must be 
submitted m writing lor hued) and are 
charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Princess Michael of Kent lu morrow pre- 
sents the prizes at the Badminton Hone 
Dub. 

Ownflng of the Guard 
TODAY: The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts the Queen's Lite 
Guard at Uom Guards. 1 lam; 1st Bat- 
jalion Irish Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, at Baddngjnm Palace, llJOam. 
band provided by the Scots Guards. 
TOMORROW; The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the Queen's 
Gfc Goanl at Sane Guards, Iftun: Si- 
Itncgcn Company Grenadier Guards 
Uw Queen's Guard, at Boddngr 

felTS ^-VWhnKfproridollrytte 


Marriages 

Mr aKL Thomas 
and Mrs E. Cotterill 
The marriage took place on Friday 
3 May, at Braera.tr and afterwards 
Corrour, between Hugh Thomas 
and Elisabeth CotlerilL 

Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Frith Banbury, theatri- 
cal director. 84; The Rev Professor 
Charles Barrett, theologian. 79; Mr 
Michael Barrymore, entertainer, 44; 
The Right Rev David Farmbrough, 
former Bishop of Bedford, 67; Sir 
Stephen Hastings, former MP. 75; Mr 
Robert Hendrie, ambassador to 
Uruguay, 58; Sir David Hfldyard, for- 
mer diplomat, 80; Mr Brian lanes, 
jazz musician. 67; Sir Charies Irving, 
former MP, 73; Mrs Jane Kennedy' 
MP, 38; The Hon Sir Mark Lcunctv 
Boyd MR 53; Mr Martyn Mason, 
cri ckete r, 36; Mr Muhammad Hos- 
m Mubarak, president of Egypt, 68; 
Sir Edward Picltering. executive vice- 
chairman of Times Newspapers, 84; 
Miss Liz Robertson, actress and 
lin ge r. 423*rofessor Marisa Robles, 
harpist, 59; Mr Gennadi Rozhdes- 
rveosky, conductor, 65; Mr Edwin 
KiisselL sculptor, 57; Mr Alexander 
ScbouvalofT, former Curator. 
Theatre Museum, 62; Professor 
Robin Sibson. Vice-Chancellor, Uni- 
versity of Kent, 52; Sir Norman Sid- 
Hati mining engineer, 78; Lord 
S tod dart of Swindon, former gov- 
ernment minis ter. 70; Mr Eric Sykes, 
comedian, 73; Miss Gillian Tindall, 
biographer, novelist and historian, 58; 
Mr John Wilson, racing driver, 50; 
Professor Basil Yamey. economist, 77. 

TOMORROW; Sir Michael Angus, 
chairman, Whitbread. 66; Mr Vivian 
Anthony. Secretary. Headmasters' 
Conference. 58; Mr Graham i: Clin- 
ton, cricketin'. 43: Mrs Elizabeth 
Conran. Curator, the Bowes Muse- 
um, Barnard Castle, 54; Miss Jean 
Goiston MP, 54; Sir Alan Donald, for- 
mer diplomat, 65: Miss Aik* Fave. 
film actress and singer, 81; Sir 
Charles Fleicber-Cooke QC, former 


MP. 82; Mrs Joanna Foster, director, 
BT Forum, 57; Sir Victor Garland, 
former Australian High Commis- 
sioner, 62; General Sir Charles Har- 
ington, 86; Sir Brian Hayes, former 
senior civil servant, 67; Mr Vernon 
Maim, television journalist, 51; Mr 
John Marlon MR 60 ; Mr Michael 
Palin, comedian and actor, 53; Lady 
Plowdeo. former chairman, IB A. 
86; Mr Barry Reed, chairman. Austin 
Reed Group, 65; Mr Roger Rees, ac- 
tor and playwright, 52; Mr James 
Stevens, composer, 66; Miss Dilys 
Walling, actress. 50; Mr Jonathan 
Weeks, managing director. Wool- 
worth, 58; The Right Rev Gordon 
Wheeler, Roman Catholic Bishop 
Emeritus of Leeds. 86; Mr John 
Whitaker, cricketer, 34; Professor Six 
Glanmor Wfflinms, former Chairman, 
Ancient Monuments Board (Whites), 
76; Miss Tommy Vfynette, singer, 54; 
Mr Gerard Young, former Lord- 
Lieutenant of South Yorks. 86. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Sir Thomas 
Lawrence, portrait painter, 1769: 
William Hicfcling Prescott, historian. 
1 796; Joseph Whitaker, publisher of 
n-Maker’s Almanack, 1820; Thomas 
Henry Huxley, biologist and natur- 
al historian, 1825; John Hanning 
Speke, discoverer of the source of the 
Nile, 1827; Alice Liddell, (he origi- 
nal of Alice in Wonderland, 1852; Es- 
telle Sylvia PankhursL artist and 
feminist, 1882: Israel Moses SicfE, 
Baron Sieff, president of Marks and 
Spencer. 189); Sir Archibald Heel err 
Mclndoc. plastic surgeon, 1900; Au- 
drey Hepburn. actress, 1929. Deaths: 
Sir Francis Osbcn Sachevercll Sitwell 
Bl author, 1969; Josip Braz Tito, 
president of Yugoslavia. 1980; Diana 
Dors ( Fhick). actress. 1984. On this 
day: the Lancastrians were defeated 
by the Yorkists at the Battle of 
Tewkesbury. 1471: the first Derby was 
run at Epsom (and won by Diomed). 
1 780; the Cunard shipping line was 
founded, 1839; Natal was proclaimed 
a British colony, 1843; tbe Maoris re- 
belled against the British in New 


Zealand, 1863; the Daily Mail was 
first published, price one halfpenny. 
1896; work on excavating the Pana- 
ma Canal began, 1904; the General 
Strike in Britain began, 1926; “Whin- 
ing Matilda” became tbe national ai>- 
them of Australia, 1976; Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher became Britain's 
Erst woman Prime Minister. 1979. To- 
day is the Feast Day of St Augustine 
Wsbstcr, St Qriacus or Judas Quiri- 
acus, St Fionas of Larch, St Gothard 
or Godchard, St John Houghton, St 
Pelagia of Tarsus, St Robert 
Lawrence, St Richard Reynolds and 
St Venerius of Milan. 

TOMORROW: Births: Seven Aabye 
Kierkegaard, philosopher, 1813; 
Heinrich Karl Mane, author and so- 
cialist, 1818; Henryk Sienkiewica, 
oove list, author of Quo Kz dir?, 1846; 
Archibald Perdval Wardl, first Earl 
wavell, soldier, 1883; Christopher 
Darlington Moriey, novelist and 
playwright, 1890; Sir Gordon 
Richards, jockey, 1904. Deaths: 
Napoleon I (Napoleone Buona- 
parte), Emperor of France, 1821; 
Beatrice Harraden, novelist, 1936; 
James Branch Cabell, novelist. 1958. 
On this day: excavation of the 
Corinth Canal in Greece began, 
1SS2; Amy Johnson began a solo 
(light to Australia, 1930; the Coun- 
cil of Europe was set up in London, 
1949; Major Yuri Gagarin, a Soviet 
cosmonaut, orbited the earth, 196L 
Today is tbe Feast Day of St Ange- 
lo. St Avertinus, St Hilary of Arles, 
St Hilary of Galeaia, St John Haile, 
St Jutta and St Mauruntrus. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Julia tbzer, “May 
Flowers (i): Redon, Ophelia Among 
the Flowers", 12pm. 

National Portrait GaJtery: Allred 
Bradley and Susan Morris, “Cather- 
ine Macaulay, historian", 3pm. 
TOMORROW 

Tale GaDoy: Laurence Bradbury. 
“Naum Gabo: spatial sculpture". 
2J 0pm. 


T is a tyrant. You are what you eat 


In France they are celebrating the 400th 
anniversary or the both of Descartes, “the 
founder of modern philosophy". It is true 
Lhal Descartes is the most influential of 
the mod e mp hilosophers but his influence 
has been disastrous. This is because, as. 
Bertrand Russell said. “It was Descartes 
who founded modern philosophy by 
demonstrating Lhat it is subjective things 
which are the most certain." 

Descartes famously began by enquiring 
whether there is any knowledge so certain 
that no reasonable person can doubt it. 
And his celebrated answer to this central 
question was to say that at least be could 
not doubt that he doubted; and if he 
doubts then he must think; and if he thinks 
he must exist. Cogao, ergpsum. What couid 
be more reasonable than lhat? 

What could be sillier? Descartes’ con- 
clusion is absurd, though it took Wittgen- 
stein to demonstrate this. When Descartes 
says, “I think therefore I am", he must be 
using a language. But a private language 
- one that is spoken and understood by 
only one person - is a contradiction in 
terms. The concept of meaning is a pub- 
lic concept. Ana language is a public 
phenomenon. 

But ihc Cogjto was only the bottom of 
the garden path so to speak. The tradi- 
tion of subjectivism ana transcendental 
egotism based on Descartes* philosophy 
has been perpetuated over four cen- 
turies, corrupting not only our episte- 
mology but our moral thought and social 
understanding. Descartes' “ cogtio " had a 
thoroughly technical meaning that was nei- 
ther “thinking" nor “feeling"; a better 
translation might be, “Something is doubl- 
ing that anything exists. Therefore some- 
thing exists." But this would not fit so well 
on a T-shirt; and as his influence grew, 
“roguo" changed to mean something 
like: “I feel, therefore J am real." 


faith^ 


Peter Mullen is in no mood to 
celebrate tbe quatercenlenary of 
the birth of Ren£ Descartes. 
Descartes was absurd and 
wrong, he argues; our identity 
has its origin in objective values. 


elaborated to ever more sickening effect 
v/lM is, as Wittgenstein pointed out, a logical 
/ LLwJ L// V and a grammatical fiction. 

There is another slogan, one that may 
be trusted: you are what you eat. But we 
have foiled to understand that this truth 
allies not only to the body but to the 
mind and morals. Tbe subjectwist view that 


In this form, Cartesian subjectivism was 
consolidated by Rousseau and the 
Romantic Movements. Its religious ex- 
pression was found in such as Wesley 
whose criterion for redemption was to have 
one's individual heart “strangely warmed" 
— an ominous pre-echo of tbe 
consumerist revivalism of our own times 
which advertises Jesus Christ as my per- 
sonal saviour, as if the dynamics of the 
forgiveness of sins were the business of 
insurance companies. 

The "I" in “I think therefore I am" is 
a tyrant. This romantic individual is not 
only the demonic artist or 19th-century 
concert platforms and countless embar- 
rassing Hollywood movies about artistic 
geniuses: he is also Ihe supposedly om- 
niscient personality inside each one of us. 

Descartes' faulty epistemology lies be- 
hind the moral relativism which plagues 
modern societies and renders impotent all 
efforts at ethical consensus. It is not even 
as though Descartes had delivered to us 
an unpalatable truth — lhat the individual 
personality is sovereign and we must 
somehow learn as a society to cope with 
this facL For the individual. constructed 
on Descartes’ model and subsequently 


everyone's opinion is equally valid leads 
to the relativism which claims lhat die Sex 
Pistols are as good as Bach. This is a judge- 
ment which could only be made by one 
who had imbibed the culture of the Sex 
Pistols but not the culture of Bach. 

Once tbe individual has been accept- 
ed as an indivisible, unchaHengable whole, 
set apart from everything dsem tbe worid, 
we lose the ability to judge between 
individual preferences. We must rediscover 
the pre-Cartesian knowledge that tradi- 
tion preserves objective belie fewhich are 
more certain than our poor subjectivities. 
It is futUe to say that everyone has a right 
to their own opinions, as if this means that 
ail opinions, however unschooled and ill- 
considered, are equally likely to express 
the truth. 

We are what we eat. % form our judge- 
ments out of the stuff of which we are con- 
stituted. If therefore a child is filled up with 
the moral and aesthetic equivalent of junk 
food then we must expect him lo devel- 
op a junk mind. Tbe most appropriate way 
to celebrate the 400ih anniversary or 
Descartes is to begin again his quest for 
understanding but to begin with the re- 
alisation that our identity is not something 
to be deduced absurdly from our own 
thoughts. The “I" is not something con- 
jectured into existence: it is given and cre- 
ated out of whole worlds of objcctjve 
values; And it is the choice of values which 
is crucial. As Ezra Pound said, “Show me 
what you value and 111 tell you what you're 
worth." 
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Royal and Sun seal £6bn merger 


Insurance shares race ahead 
on speculation of wave of 
takeovers in the industry 


PETER RODGERS 
and NIC CICUTTI 

Insurance shares raced ahead 
yesterday as the City predicted 
a rush of takeovers in the in- 
dustry, prompted by the surprise 
£6bn merger of Royal Insurance 
and Sun Alliance. 

Analysts said the merger 
raised doubts about the long- 
term independence of Guardian 
Royal Exchange, the smallest 
composite left in the sector. 

There was speculation that 
GRE could be a target for 
European insurers, including 
the Dutch company, Fortis, the 
French insurer Axa. and 
Generali, the Italian firm. 

One analyst said: "This def- 
initely puts pressure on GRE. I 
would not be surprised at an an- 
nouncement from them in the 
near future, either in relation to 
a merger with Commercial 
Union or General Accident, or 
a takeover from another 
source.’’ 

GRE shares rose 3Sp (o 271p. 
General Accident was up 25p to 
647p and Commercial Union, 
until the new deal Britain's 
largest general insurer, rose 
25p to 6l5p. At those prices 
GRE is worth £15bn. Com- 
mercial Union £4.1bn, and Gen- 
eral Accident £3.1bn. 

' The consul tancy Daiaraonitor 
forecast that nearly a third of 
general insurers would fall vic- 
tim to mergers or acquisitions 
and a similar contraction has al- 
ready been widely predicted in 
the life assurance industry. 

The merger now makes 
Prudential the hot favourite to 
take over Friends Provident, in 
the wave of consolidation 
sweeping through the life 
assurance industry. 


The life mutual with £I5bn 
under management was until re- 
cently thought to have been 
closely stalked by Sun Alliance. 

The merged Royal Sun Al- 
liance is expected to renew its 
search for a mutual to buy af- 
ter its own deal goes through in 
August because the combined 
weight of the two companies' life 
operations is much lower than 
their share of the general in- 
surance market 

Arthur Hayes of Sun Alliance, 
who is to be an executive direc- 
tor of the merged group, said 
“maybe at some time in the 
future we will return to looking 
at mutuals”. 

On the life assurance side, the 
combined company wifi only be 
sixth in annualised premium 
income. 

With the merger costing 5,000 
jobs, most of them in the UK. 
over the next two years, the two 
companies said they expected 
cost savings of £175m a year by 
1998. to set against one-off 
costs of the restructuring of the 
same amount - giving a one year 
pavback. The companies have 
28*000 staff in the UK 22,000 
of them in mainstream insurance 
which will reduce to 17,000 to 
18,000. and their world-wide 
total is 45,000. 

The combined company will 
be the UK’s largest general 
insurer and it will also be the 
ninth largest composite insurer 
in the world - leaping from 23rd 
place for Royal and 25th for Sun 
Alliance. 

The all share deal was gen- 
erally welcomed in the City, 
because there has been a wide- 
spread recognition that the UK 
insurance market has too few 
large international players. The 
overlap between the two in 


Royal Insurance Sun Alliance 


1995 1994 

(£m) (£m) 

Net premiums written: 

- general insurance 3,524 3,589 
; - long-term insurance 1,029 1,117 


-total 

Pre-tax profits 


4,553 4,706 
498 467 


Shareholders’ funds 2,676 1,882 


1 Dividend total 


16.0p 12.0p 


Earnings per share 60.0p 61.9p 
Number of UK employees 12,743 


1995 1994, 

(£m) (£m) 1 

3,571 3,402 
1,262 1,237 
4,833 4,639 
546 347 

2,640 1,768 
17.25p 15.75p 
44.0p 26.9p 
15,825 


overseas markets is also small. 
Both have plans to expand in 
India and China. 

The merged group had world- 
wide premium income of £9.4bn 
and net profits of £l.026bn last 
vear on pro forma accounts. 

After their shares leapt yes- 
terday - Royal by 67p to 437p 
and Sun Alliance by 55p to 4>14p 
- the total market value was 
£6.Ibn, of which £2.8bn was 
Royal and £3.3 bn was Sun Al- 
liance. Total assets are £55bn in- 
cluding £45bn of funds under 
management. 

Under the terms of the merg- 
er, holders of 1,000 Royal shares 
will own 1,067 Royal Sun Al- 
liance shares, while 1,000 Sun 
Alliance shares translate into (he 
same number in Lhe new com- 
pany. Royal shareholders will 
chen own 46.4 per cent and Son 
Alliance 53.6 per cent of the 
combine. However, unlike 
takeovers or mergers of mutu- 
al societies there will be no cash 
bonanza for policyholders. 

Roger Taylor, the chief exec- 
utive of Sun Alliance who as 
deputy chairman is to be the top 
executive director in the merged 
group, said be did not believe the 
merger would be put on ice by 
a UK monopolies inquiry. He 
conceded there was a possible 
problem in one specialised type 
of engineering insurance where 
the combined share is 45 per 
cent. This is the business of in- 
suring and inspecting boilers. 

But he said that while the 
combined share of household in- 
surance approaches 25 percent, 
this only included members of 
the Association of British In- 
surers, and when other com- 
petitors were taken into account 
the share would be 20 per cent 

Mr Thylor acknowledged the 
merger came within the orbit of 
the European authorities, which 
would examine the competi- 
tion implications. 

The new “super-insurer*. 
Royal Sun Alliance - whose 
name has lobe cleared with the 
Home Office because of the use 
of the word Royal -wD be twice 
the size of the next two largest 
composite insurers General Ac- 
cident and Commercial Union. 

Both have a UK market share 
of about 7 per cent. GRE is m 
fourth place with about five 
per cent. 

Stephen Dias, insurance an- 
alyst at Goldman Sachs, said: 
“From the numbers, it is a good 
deal for both sets of sharehold- 
ers. It is well balanced. It is quite 
clear that some advantage could 
be gained from the difficult 
UK marketplace." 

Comment, page 19 





Double-act: Richard Gambia, new group chief executive (toft), and Roger Taylor, deputy chairman Photograph: Colin McKiliop 

A powerful overlap at the top 


PETER RODGERS 
and JOHN WOUCOCK 

Jockeying for power at the top 
of the merged company has 
left both the chief executives of 
Royal and Sun Alliance in ap- 
parently overlapping jobs. 

Richard Gamble of Royal 
mil be group chief executive but 
Roger Thylor of Sun Alliance will 
have the senior rok: as executive 
deputy chairman and chairman 
of the management board. 

The arrangement is part of a 
carefully balanced reorganisa- 
tion that sees the departure of 
one Royal director, Roy Elms, 
and one from Sun Alliance, 
Ian Trotter, both of whom will 
be consultants to the company. 

There are bound to be ques- 
tions over whether the emer- 
gence of the two most powerful 
figures in both companies in sim- 
ilar positions at the top of the 
new organisation can be a last- 
ing arrangement. 

Mr Gamble, 56. will have 
overall operational responsibil- 
ity for tne group, running the 
management team, and will re- 
port directly to Mr Taylor, 54. Mr 
Taylor will be responsible for the 
world-wide strategy of the 
merged business. 

Asked to define the two top 
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executive roles, Mr Taylor said: 
“The board has delegated ex- 
ecutive responsibility to me." 

Above both men wiD be a new 
non-executive chairman, to re- 
place Sir Christopher Benson, 
the chairman of Sun Alliance, 
who will remain as interim 
chairman of the merged group 
until the new person arrives. 

An acquaintance of Roger 
Taylor yesterday described film 
as “an insurance man through 
and through." Mr Taylor joined 
what was then the Alliance 
straight from school, in the 
West Midlands. He has stayed 


with the company ever since, and 
was the driving force behind Its 
last big acquisition. In 1984 it 
bought another insurance com- 
pany Phoenix for £4Q0m, and 
achieved 18 percent cost savings 
in as many months. 

Richard Gamble, by contrast, 
trained as an accountant and has 
had a varied career, including 
since 1976 the finance director’s 
role at Northern Telecom, Mc- 
Donnell Douglas UK and 
British Airways. Mr Gamble 
joined Royal from BA in 1989 
as group finance director, and 
was seen as a good outside fig- 


tire to pnll togetherwhat was re- 
garded as a somewhat sleepy 
company with severe problems 
in the US. 

The new group will have four 
executive directors - Mr Thylor, 
Mr Gamble, Arthur Hayes from 
Sun Alliance and Paul Spencer 
as group finance director from 


The non-executive directors 
have been carefully chosen with 
equal balance from both origi- 
nal boards and include the 
Duke of Westminster from Sun 
Alliance. A number are also 
quitting. 


Tunnel 
banks to 
propose 
debt swap 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Banks negotiating with Euro- 
tunnel over an £8.1 bn debt re- 
construction arc expected next 
week to propose an immediate 
swap of part of the debt For 4U 
per cent of the equity in the 
company. 

Reports from Paris Just night 
said the four lead banks, in- 
cluding NalWesl and Midland, 
are to" start talks with Euro- 
tunnel next week on the plan. 

A proposal from the hanks to 
take just under half the equity 
in the company Is less tough 
lhan some shareholders had 
feared, against a background of 
cash surpluses that are a frac- 
tion of the interest bill. 

Eurotunnel sources indicat- 
ed that no proposal had yet 
been made to the company, and 
it is not clear whether it would 
accept a 49 per eent swap. 

There had been suggestions 
that the hanks would insist on 
taking anything up to 90 per 
cent of the company from 
shareholders in return for 
agreement to restructure the 
debt, on which interest pay- 
ments were suspended last 
September. 

The Paris sources said the 
debt restructuring agreement 
was reached last Sunday among 
National Westminster Bant, 
the HSBC Holdings subsidiary 
Midland Bank. Banquc Na- 
tional? de Paris, Credit Lyon- 
nais, the European Investment 
Bank and the European Coal 
and Steel Community. 

The lead banks are believed 
to have already won agreement 
on tbeirproposak from the larg- 
er group of 25 instructing banks 
overseeing the financial recon- 
struction talks, which arc due to 
begin next week. 

But they now have to enter 
detailed negotiations with Eu- 
rotunnel, the company co- 
c haired by Sir Alastair Morton 
and Patrick Pbnsolle. 

Eurotunnel has drawn up its 
own proposals, thought to en- 
visage a limited debt-for-cqui- 
tyswap combined with a flexible 
plan to share the growing rev- 
enue from the tunnel between 
bank creditors and sharehold- 
ers over die years ahead. 

Assuming agreement Is 
reached with the Eurotunnel 
board, the banks will then have 
| to sell the deal to the rest of the 
225-strong banking syndicates 
that have lent the £S."lbn of ju- 
nior debt in question. The syn- 
dicates have to deliver a 100 per 
cent vote in favour of the 
restructuring proposals. 

The balance of the £9bn debt 
is held by senior lenders whose 
interest payments are nut part 
of the 18 month standstill an- 
nounced last September. 



Inquiry starts into OFT US utilities to bid for 
gaffe over Colorvision Midlands Electricity 


DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS 
REVISED INTEREST RATES 

EFFECTIVE FROM 4 MAY 1996 


PATRICK TOOHER 

Embarrassment engulfed the 
Office of Fair Trading yesterday 
as the Stoek Exchange launched 
an inquiry into why the wrong 
statement was issued to in- 
vestors about the status of an 
OFT inquiry into Colorvision, 
the Liverpool-bused electrical 
retailer. 

“It’s a bit of a bails-up to say 
the least," an OFT spokesman 
admitted. “Something went 
■horribly wrong.” 

The OFT had meant to say 
Colorvision s appeal against re- 
voked consumer credit licences 
would go uncontested if a pro- 
posed boardroom shake-up, in- 
cluding the appointment of lhe 
former Wembley Stadium boss 
Sir Brian Wolfson as executive 
chairman, was implemented. 


Instead, the OFT sent out a 
January press release, stating 
Colorvision had been stripped 
of the Licences and slammed the 
company's business practices, 
which included misleading 
prices, dishonestly supplying 
secondhand or ex-display goods 
and failing to offer reftinds 
whtu consumers were entitled 
to them. 

It took the OFT almost half 
an hour to rectiiy its mistake, by 
which Lime Colorvision's shares 
had slumped to an all-time low 
of 16p. They soared to 4 1 p when 
the real OFT position became 
clear and ended the dav up 6p 
at 32p. 

As part of the restructuring, 
chairman Neville Michaelson 
and non-executive director 
Bernard Michaelson have re- 
tired. Sir Brian will be joined on 


the revamped board by Adrian 
Collins, former chief executive 
of fund manager Gartmore, and 
Anthony Rawlinson of venture 
capital group Strand Partners. 

The Michaelsons have also 
transferred, for no payment, a 
29.9 per cent stake in the com- 
pany worth just under £2m to 
Sir "Brian, Mr Collins and 
Strand Partners. 

A further 6.8 per cent stake 
will be placed in a discretionary 
trust for the benefit of the com- 
pany’s key employees. leaving 
Neville and Bernard Michael- 
son with 29.9 per cent of Col- 
orvision's equity. 

Colorvision said the changes 
were being carried out at its own 
suggestion. The final derision 
over its consumer credit li- 
cences rests wilh Ian Lang, the 
Trade and Industry Secretary. 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Midlands Electricity is expect- 
ed to agree to a takeover next 
week from two US utilities 
valuing the business at £l5bn 
to £Zbn and setting the scene for 
a fresh round of bid fever in the 
power industry. 

The company confirmed 
yesterday that it was in discus- 
sions that could lead to an offer. 
One of the bidders is the New 
Jersey-based General Public 
Utilities. The other is rumoured 
to be Houston Industries of 
Texas, which bid unsuccessfully 
for Norweb last year. 

The market has been expect- 
ing a bid since the Hade and In- 
dustry Secretary Ian Lang 
blocked an agreed £1.95bn 
takeover of Midlands by the gen- 
erator PtwerGcn 10 days ago. 


Within 48 hours the Midlands 
chairman Bryan Townsend had 
received a number of informal 
approaches from US utilities. 

Other possible US suitors 
being mentioned yesterday in- 
cluded Pacificorp, Mission En- 
ergy, Duke Power and Florida 
Power and Light. There were 
also rumours of a possible 
counter bid by the water com- 
pany Severn Trent 

Although Mr Lang has ef- 
fectively mocked bids both by 
and for the two generators. 
National Power and Power- 
Gen, the remaining indepen- 
dent regional electricity 
companies are all thought vul- 
nerable to takeover. 

General Public Utilities is 
capitalised at S3.8bn (£L5bn) 
and owns three utility compa- 
nies on the US eastern- 


seaboard -Jersey Central Pow- 
er and Light, Metropolitan Edi- 
son and Pennsyivarua Electric. 
It has a turnover of just under 
$4bn and 10,000 employees. 

Houston Industries is val- 
ued at S55bn and generates and 
supplies electricity to more 
than 1.5 million customers on 
the Gulf coast of Texas, making 
it the ninth largest electricity 
utility in the US. It also has in- 
ternational operations in Ar- 
gentina and India. 

Analysts speculated yesterday 
that a bid could value Midlands 
at up to 450p a share or more 
compared with its opening price 
yesterday of 385p. The shares 
dosed 38p higher at 423p valu- 
ing the company at £L6bn. 

PowerGen's altitude could be 
crucial to the outcome since it 
is sitting on a 21 per cent stake. 
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‘insurers tend to 
regard themselves as 
professionals with 
policyholders, rather 
than commercial 
businesses with 
customers, and until 
the last few years 
the great British 
public has rather 
allowed them 
to get away with it' 


* " 

business 

One of the last bastions of inefficiency falls 


W e obviously spoke a touch loo soon 
when we said in Business Comment 
yesterday that the breakdown of talks be- 
tween British Telecom and Cable & Wire- 
less oouki herald the end of the merger booro. 
There is, of course, one sector that cries out 
for consolidation and rationalisation - com- 
posite insurance. The only real surprise is that 
it has taken so long for the insurers to strike 
a sig nific ant deal. 

Insurance remains one of the last great 
bastions of inefficiency, arrogance andout- 
dated practice. Insurers tend to regard them- 
selves as professionals with policyholders, 
1 raLhertban commercial businesses with cus~ 
i tomers, and until the last few years the great 
British public has rather allowed them to gel 
away with it The result is overmanning, 
Spanish practices and a positively 19th-cen- 
tury attitude to organisation and technology. 
Things are changing, however. Insurers 
are being forced to wake up to what most 
of us realised long ago: these days the world 
doesn't come to yon. If you want to co mpete , 
you have to go out to the world. 

The advance of law-cost telephone insur- 
ance and the giant insurers of America and 
Europe is badly rattling our own molly- 
coddled industry. Competition is becoming 
intense and prices are tumbling. As in any 
price war. costs have to tumble too. It is a 
sad truth that, although this merger creates 
Britain’s largest insurance company. Royal 
Sun Alliance will still rank no higher than 
ninth in the world league. 


Nor, apparently, are the powerful egos, 
strong dynastic tendencies, and differing City 
allegiances of this industry the barrier to 
change they once were. Individual insurance 
companies have traditionally retained strong 
links with particular banking dynasties - Bar- 
ings, Rothschild, HambrosL As with so much 
of the “old” City, these divisions are being 
swept away. Both Robert Taylor and Richard 
Gamble, respectively chief executives of Sun 
Alliance and Royal Insurance, found the 
I logic of this merger inescapable. A way of 
, accommodating two fiercely independent 
management teams under one roof had to 
be found. 

As h is the solution proposed, with the top 
jobs shared out between the two boards and 
the position of chief executive in effect split, 
is probably untenable long-term. One will 
eventually come to dominate the other. Bui 
there is no doubting the sense of the merger. 
Royal Sun Alliance will be uniquely placed 
to deal with the growing competitive pres- 
sures of the domestic ana international mar- 
ket. Others wQJ surely be forced to follow. 

Mindscape displays 
Pearson’s deep problem 

£CTt wasn't managed as effectively as ir 

Xmight have been. We are going to nar- 
row the focus of the business and concen- 
trate on those areas where we have a strong 
position in the market.” So said John Makm- 


son, Pearson's finance director, and, while 
he was oily talking about Mindscapt the last- 
expanding Californian black hole on which 
I Pearson squandered £300m two years ag o , 
I his wonis might apply to the whole empire, 
j Mindscape has been an unmitigated dis- 
aster and Pearson has been at best eco- 
nomical with the facts about its problems, 
i The City was led to expect break-even last 
year and ended up with a £7m loss. Even that 
bombshell, however, could not have pre- 
pared anyone for yesterday’s £46m stunner. 

Fortunately, Mindscape appears to be an 
isolated bowler, even if it rendered some- 
what hollow Lord Blakeohanfs remarks at 
yesterday’s agm about the integration of the 
recent Harper Collins educational books 
purchase and the brighter news on the tele- 
vision from. But it is symptomatic of a 
deeper problem - Pearson’s inability to put 
much focus on the corporate manoeuvrings 

of the past few years. There was never any 
logic in the collection of oil, banking, china 
and leisure businesses that Pearson once 
was, but there hardly seems to be any mure 
to the current mish-mash of education, 
entertainment and information interests. 

When you are up against the likes of 
Reuters, in the provision of information, and 
Disney, in the world of entertainment, 
mounting an effective challenge requires a 
marshalling of resources. It is simply asking 
Loo much for a business the size of Pearson 
to tty and fight a war on so many fronts. 

Pearson bos to decide what it wants to be 


and go for it with conviction. With fuck the 
arrival of a triumvirate of bright new direc- 
lots two months ago could act as the cata- 
lyst the company needs to change. But they 
will have to chuck a large pile of sentimen- 
tal baggage overboard in the process. 

Getting rid of Madame Tussaud’s and 
Westminster Press and spinning off the 
book publishing arm might be a good _ first 
step. Because, at the risk of sounding like a 
scratched record, if they don’t do it some- 
one else will. 

A happy honeymoon 
for the AIM 

T he flurry of new issues this week, includ- 
ing the glamorous if loss-making La 
Senza, is a reminder that the Alternative 
Investment Market is very nearly a year old, 
and a bonnier baby the Slock Exchange 
could not have hoped for. It would have 
been a brave forecast that predicted 142 
companies trading on the new market by this 
early gay and a positively foolhardy one 
that promised that not one AIM stock 
would have gone bust in the fust 1 1 months. 

Just lik e its ultimately fll-staned prede- 
cessor, the Unlisted Securities Market, AIM 
has enjoyed a benign trading environment 
in which to put down roots. But that should 
not tatrr away from its main achievement, 
which has been to convince institutional 
investors that it was worth a second look. 


Only that has created the circumstances in 
which companies such as the satellite TV 
equipment group Pace Micro could consider 
floating with a market value approaching 
£200m. This is now a serious market- 
The cynical view of all this is that the last 
few months have actually been little more 
than a honeymoon period. The size of most 
AIM companies, lie narrow spread of their 
activities and the limited management expe- 
rience of many of their directors, mean that 
a disaster is only a matter of time. What wul 
matter then is the extent to which the lim- 
ited due diligence companies' advisers are 
forced to cany out will be found wanting 
The market is strong enough to survive, but 
if the exchange's light regulatory touch is the 
cause, that might well finish iL 
More of a concern is the lack of liquidity 
and the usurious spreads imposed by the few 
market-makers willing to take cm the ride of 
dealing in AIM shares. Even before you fac- 
tor in dealing costs, the difference between 
buying and selling prices means a stock has 
to rise between 5 and 30 per cent just to 
recover the initial investment. 

That is not an AIM-specific problem, how- 
ever: it is the price you pay for investing in 
any small company. And it should not dis- 
tract from the attractions of a good old-fash- 
ioned punters’ market. As long as there is 
the prospect of picking the next Cafe Inns, 
up 48 per cent in March, or Hrecrcst, a 31 
per cent rise last week alone, investors will 
rightly accept the risks. 
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Pearson stuns 
City with £46m 
Mindscape loss 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Pearson stunned shareholders 
at yesterdays annual meeting 
when the owner of Madame 
Tussauds and the Financial 
Times warned that Mindscape, 
a games software house it 
bought two years ago for 
£3 1 3m. would lose £46m this 
year. Analysts knew that the 
Californian business was in 
trouble, following a £7m loss in 
1995, but the size of the short- 
fall exceeded even the most pes- 
simistic forecasts. 

Lord Blakenham, Pearson’s 
chairman, signalled a continu- 
ation of the root-and-branch re- 
view of its failed diversification 
into multi-media, which has al- 
ready seen it replace the com- 
pany’s chief executive this year. 
The problems at Mindscape 
arc expected to increase pres- 
sure on management to sharp- 
en tiie media and entertainment 
combine’s focus as a way of 
fending off the predators that 
are rumoured to be circling the 
company. 

Despite a far-reaching shift 
from a loose collection of in- 
dustrial and service businesses 
a few years ago to a better-de- 
fined information, entertain- 
ment and education group, 
Pearson is still viewed as a 
slightly sleepy, family-run con- 
cern whose break-up value 
might be considerably m excess 


of the price tag given to the 
combined whole by the stock- 
market 

Lord Blakenham said just un- 
der half Mindscape’s heavy 
losses would be due to poor 
trading, with the rest made up 
of a write-down against the de- 
velopment costs of products 
that would not now come to 
market, redundancy costs and 
a change in accounting treat- 
ment of software costs and 
royalties. 

Anthony de Larrinaga, an an- 
alyst at Panmure Gordon, the 
stockbroker, said: “This has 
been a running sore and this is 
confirmation of it. It looks as 
though it will take quite a lot to 
turn this one around.” Shares 
in Pearson, which had been 
buoyed by the recent bid Spec- 



Lord Blakenham: Thorough 
review continues 


In Brief 

• Andrew VWnckler, chief executive of the Securities and In- 
vestment Board, the City’s top regulator, yesterday appealed far 
help from the pension fund industry to aid the compensation 
process for hundreds of thousands of victims of the JE3bn mis- 
sclling scandal. Mr Wincfcler admitted progress in the pension 
review had so far been heavily delayed. He said most of the ob- 
stacles in the way of achieving compensation for those who had 
been missold a personal pension had now been removed. He re- 
iterated the regulator's threat io take action against pension com- 
panies or advisers who cause further delays. 

•Edinburgh’s Rostin Institute, hopes to raise between £25m to 
£30m from a flotation in early June. PPL uses so-called trans- 
genic flocks of sheep to produce proteins which it ishoped can 
be used to treat a range of diseases including cystic fibrosis, em- 
physema and thrombosis and will provide products which bo* 
assist and prevent blood clotting. The first product, for cystic fi- 
brosis. is not expected to be launched until 2001. Tbe onfyprot- 
jt in the company's nine-year life was £20,000 made in 1992. 

• Oxford Molecular saw 15 million of its shares sold to raire£50m 
for iLs original venture capital investors yesterday. Brokers 
Cazenove placed the holdings with institutional investors. Derek 
Marsh, Oxford's finance director, said this was tbe firs! chance 
implore had lo sell after a two-year standstill 

the biotechnology ccnnpuier group s flotation m 1 994. Tbe wveaon 
each sold between one-lhird and a half of their holdings. 

• First National Bank. Abbey National's consumer finance sub- 
sidiary, has paid United News* Media flOSraforWisonFi^. 
one of the UK largest car finance companies. Wagon has about 
5 percent of the Obit motor finance market “J 

pre-tax profits of £118m. Abbey said the deal is part of a move 
to lessen dependence on its core mortgage market. 

-Costain. Camas and Rugby all wanted about 

the construction and building .materials 

first half was difficult and indicated business may not imp 

until next year. 

• vnsn has sou 90 former MOM 

led by Bam Jenkins and finamxd by 'Cm I Cinemas which 

at £6Sm. The ABC Cinemas formed part ° fM £ M Cinemas 
was sold in 1995 lo a consortium led by virgin. 


• Schooffees: More than one way of skinning a cat . ,22 . 

• Who- pays for-progress? : . 

• Investmenx Gtobaf markets grow interdep^deflb ;23 : - 

• House ir^afy»; Preroiurn cover at standard prices^. 

• Feat ofFif^n^The housing-boom fet • .. . . 

• G^ suppj^^^^^r-all leaves consumets .odd - : *f 


illation, closed 18p lower at 
677p, after touching 668p at one 
stage. 

The expected losses at Mind- 
scape were seized an by analysts 
as a reason to downgrade their 
profit forecasts for the year. Es- 
timates were cut from about 
£274m for toe 12 months to De- 
cember to as low as £230m. For 
1997 forecasts were trimmed to 
£310m from £335m. 

Pearson bought Mindscape in 
April 1994, when the software 
industry was booming. Since 
then, toe business has meed the 
collapse of the floppy disk mar- 
ket and intense price competi- 
tion for software, particularly 
CD-ROMs. 

Pearson admitted that, in or- 
der to boost sales last year. 
Mindscape had rushed to re- 
lease a range of “mediocre” 
multi-media products before 
they were fuBy developed. It had 
tried to handle loo many titles 
in too large a product range. 

7b return to profitability, 
Mindscape will have to con- 
centrate on its core markets this 
year to develop a range of 
better-selling games for 1997, 
analysis said. They were divid- 
ed, however, on the chances of 
success. 

An analyst said Mindscape's 
problems indicated that ftaisou 
bad overpaid for Mindscape, 
adding that its next large ac- 
quisition could be treated with 
some caution by the market. 



Companies 
urged to move 
fast on VAT 


Unhealthy sign: The FDA rejection is a setback for Jan Leschly’s Smith Kline 

SmithKline drug setback 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 

SmithKline Beecham shares 
plunged yesterday after a key 
committee of toe US Food & 
Drug Administration unex- 
pectedly rejected one of the 
giant drug group’s most promis- 
ing new compounds. Sales of 
Coreg. a heart drug had been 
expected by some US analysts 
eventually to be worth more 
than Jlbn (£660m). 

Analysts’ forecasts were yes- 
terday being slashed to between 
zero and $200m after the car- 
diovascular and renal drugs ad- 
visory committee on Thursday 
voted four-to-two against rec- 
ommending use of toe treat- 


ment. The decision is a setback 
for SmithKline, led by chief ex- 
ecutive Jan Leschty. because 
rarely does toe FDA overrule a 
committee recommendation. 

Shares in toe group slid 49.5p 
to 662p, after dipping $3'^ 
overnight in New York. 

One London analyst said: 
The market is looking at this as 
a significant blow. Coreg was 
their highesl-profile product 
and there were some very high 
expectations, particularly from 
US analysts, who were expecting 
to see sales of $Ibn-plus before 
the end of the century. That’s 
going lo have to be scaled back 
to say the least There’s no doubt 
tins is a bkw to sentiment” 


OECD deficit forecasts 
jolt EMU launch hopes 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

The prospect of launching the 
single currency in 1999 re- 
ceived another jolt yesterday 
when fresh economic forcasts 
predicted that both France and 
Germany would fail to meet the 
budget deficit targets in time. 

French and German budget 
deficits will be above 3 per cent 
of gross domestic product in 
1997, the year on which a coun- 
try’s economic performance 
will be judged, according to 
forecasts freon the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation 
and Development 

Should France and Ger- 
many, the countries leading 
the drive towards the single cur- 
rency, fall to meet toe criteria, 
the 1999 launch date would 
have to be set back. 

The derision on which coun- 
tries quality to join European 


Monetary Union is to be tak- 
en in earty 1998, on the basis 
of toe 1997 results, and both 
Germany and France have so 
far resisted any moves to weak- 
en the criteria. 

The OECD forecasts, to be 
published shortly, were con- 
firmed yesterday by Jean- 
Claude Paye, the secretary 
generaL Although Mr Paye re- 
fused to give precise figures, he 
said: “The forecasts which have 
been made give something 
above 3 per cent for 1997.” 

The European Commission, 
which is due to publish its own 
economic forcasts on 15 May, 
showed no sign of concern 
over the OECD results, insist- 
ing that there was no reason to 
believe that the deadline for 
launching the single currency 
could not be met by Germany 
and France, as well as several 
other EU states. “We remain 
confident that there will be a 


Halifax caught in pension row 


Nic cicum 


! pounds of deposits by pension 
, schemes because it refttse&lo let 
their members benefit from ihe 
free shares bonanza when it 
, floats on the stock market next 
year. 

The Society has been told by 
tbe JSainsbuiy pension scheme, 
which looks after toe super- 
market giant's contributions, 
that ir wiD pull out about £Sm in- 
vested in Halifax’s additional vol- 
untary contributions deposit 


account Afortberflm of annual 
payments made by the pension 
scheme on behalf of the store's 
2,000 AVC contributors is also 
set to be diverted elsewhere. 

The row looks likely to lead 
to mass withdrawals from Hal- 
ifax's AVC deposit account, 
which currently holds about 
£123m of savers funds on behalf 
of about 400 pension schemes. 

A Halifax spokeswoman said 
yesterday: “We cannot discuss 
this specific case because we re- 
gard it as confidential between 
ourselves and our clients. Our 
beard made toe decision not to 


give free shares to depositors. 
This includes contributors to 
toe AVC scheme, which isa de- 
posit account.” 

Other pension trustees, in- 
cluding representatives of a £4bn 
scheme who declined to be 
named, are also thought to be 
dose to with dra win g Iheg money. 

Angpr at Halifax's stance is be- 
ing fuelled by the fact that it cur- 
rently pays just 5.4 per cent of 
annual interest on its deposit ac- 
count to AVC savers. By con- 
trast. Abbey National’s 
equivalent account pays 5.94 
per cent at present. 


Although Coreg is already ap- 
proved in the US for high blood 
pressure, its main application is 
as a treatment for congestive 
heart failure, which is a princi- 
pal cause of around 40,000 
deaths in the US every year and 
a contributory factor in a fur- 
ther 225.000. The success of clin- 
ical trials caused their 
abandonment in February so 
that patients receiving the 
placebo could be given the new 
drug, which is being jointly de- 
veloped with Bochruiger 
Mannheim of Germany. The 
FDA committee said toe trials’ 
six-month length was insuffi- 
cient to establish toe efficacy of 
Coreg. 


ROGER TRAPP 

Companies are being urged to 
move quickly to claim against 
the Customs and Excise for re- 
payment of value-added tax 
because of toe danger of legis- 
lation being introduced to limit 
the amounts payable. 

The advice came yesterday 
from Alan Buckett. national 
chairman of the VAT Practi- 
tioners Group, in the wake of 
last week's landmark court vic- 
tory by furniture company Prim- 
back. The Court of Appeal 
held that Customs had wrongly 
calculated the VAT payable on 
goods sold through interest-free 
credit deals ever since toe lax 
was introduced in 1973. 

Since Customs is appealing 
against tbe decision to the 
House of Lords, no claims can 
yet be made. But many of 
Britain's retailers dealing in 
items such as televisions and 
washing machines as well as fur- 
niture are preparing proceed- 
ings in case the lax authorities 
lose. 

Many VAT experts calculate 
that- if interest is included - the 
cost to toe Exchequer could be 
as much as £5bn. 

Mr Buckett, a VAT partner 
at accountants Binder Hamlyn, 
said the scale of the potential 
claims could prompt the Gov- 
ernment into introducing a time 
limit. Ministers could also seek 
to pass wider anti-avoidancc leg- 
islation. he added. 

Customs said the idea was 
“pure speculation” at this stage. 


It is also seeking to downplay 
the figures on the grounds that 
it is “extremely difficult to ac- 
curately quantity" the number 
of businesses that are in the 
same position as Primback. 

It is understood that it be- 
lieves the amount it would have 
to pay if it loses the House of 
Lords hearing will be less than 
£lbn. 

However, this case - which 
follows toe revelation of a £6bn 
shortfall in VAT revenue for the 
financial year just completed - 
is believed to be just the tip of 
toe iceberg. 

Research just published by ac- 
countants Coopers & Lybrand 
suggests that the “worst-case 
scenario” could see the Treasury 
having io pay out between 
£30bn and £40bn over the next 
three years. 

The biggest daim involves the 
“blocking order" under which 
Customs does not allow British 
companies to claim back VAT 
on the cost of cars purchased for 
their fleets. 

The case, being brought in 
the name of the drinks compa- 
ny formerly known as Aliied- 
Lyons, b due in court shortly and 
could lead to claims totalling 
£15bn to £25bn. 

Mr Buckett believes that 
figure is exaggerated, with the 
true amount likely to be be- 
tween £5bn and £7bn. He also 
suggests that the overall amount 
given by Coopers is too high, 
since it would approach toe sum 
that was toe total VAT collect- 
ed last year. 


significant number of coun- 
tries ready to participate in 
monetary union in 1999,” a 
Commission spokesman said. 

However, the Commission’s 
own forecasts are being await- 
ed with some nervousness in 
Paris and Bonn. Germany al- 
ready fares the prospect of 
Commission sanctions after 
overshooting toe deficit tout for 
1995. 

Both France and Germany 
are certain to insist that the 
gjoomy predictions can be over- 
turned by new drives to cut pub- 
lic spending, French officials are 
talking of “draconian” mea- 
sures to curb spending and list 
plans to limit spending in- 
creases to tbe rise in inflation 
over the next four or five years. 

Recent German spending 
cuts have aimed at public sav- 
ings of about 50bn marks 
(£22bn) in 1997 and include 
deep welfare and tax cuts. 
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DATABANK 


FT-SE 100 

3751.6 -24.8 
FT-SE 250 
4545.3 -22.4 
FT-SE 350 
1902.2 -11.9 
SEAQ VOLUME 
944.9m shares, 
35,639 bargains 
Gilts Index 
91.57 -0.48 


Insurance merger protects against complete rout 


Shares fell back again but 
would have suffered a savage 
mauling if two staid insurance 
groups had not confirmed that 
the merger bug is aJjve and 
well. 

The £5.4bn deal putting to- 
gether Royal Insurance and 
Sun Alliance would, under 
more normal conditions, have 
set the stock market romping 
ahead: the admission that a bid 
approach had been made to 
Midlands Electricity would 
have provided the added glit- 
ter speculators dream about 
To complete the perfect day for 
the bulls there was even talk 
that next week the Govern- 
ment would be prompted to 
lower interest rales. 

But against the backdrop of 
the 7b ry poll beating and grow- 
ing signs of inflationary pres- 
sures in the US shares really 
did not have much of a chance. 

The FT-SE 100 index, at one 
time down 41.8 points, ended 
24.8 down at 3,751.6, with the 


j FT-SE 250 index off 
224 at 4.515-3. Footsie has fall- 
en 81.2 this week and is 105.5 
below its peak. hit in the mid- 
dle of last month. 

Insurances, however, rel- 
ished the appearance of 
takeover action - a develop- 
ment that had long been ru- 
moured, with Commercial 
Union given a hopeful run on 
Thursday. 

• Royal -surged 67p to 437p 
and Sun-55p to 414p. The sus- 
picion other deals will follow 
lifted GRE 38p to 271p. CU 
25p to 6 15p and Legal & Gen- 
eral 22p to 728p. 

Regional electricity compa- 
nies took heart from the Mid- 
lands approach. Southern, 
once the, target for National 
Power, added 9p to 839p and 
Yorkshire Electricity 6p to 
823p. Midlands jumped 38p to 
423p. 

The generators recovered 
some lost territoiyn with NP 
16p higher at 543p and Pow- 
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erGen, with 21 per cent of Mid- 
lands, 21p up at 557p. 

BT and Cable and Wireless 
were friendless after the break- 
down of merger talks. In busy 
trading BT gave up 13 Jp to 
338 -5p and Cable 45 p to 479p. 

Profit warnings added to 
the torture. Pearson slipped 
18p to 677p and Rugby came 
off 3.5p to 122p.Adscene, the 
media group, tumbled 32p to 
263p, and Costain, the con- 
struction group, IOd to S9p. 

BSkyB. the satellite televi- 
sion broadcaster, fell 20p to 
454p ahead of figures on Tues- 
day; British Petroleum, also 
with figures on Tbesday, lost 3p 
to 58$. 

Drugs suffered withdrawal 


symptoms. SmithKKne Bee- 
chain crashed 49 .5p to 662p as 
the US Food &■ Drug Admin- 
istration turned down its Corcg 
drug for heart LreatmenL 
The shares have been strong 
on hopes of FDA clearance 
and talk of a big deal. Glaxo 
WeDcome was caught in the 
SKB slipstream. losing 14p to 
800p. 

Smith & Nephew continued 
to progress on its skin-growing 
alliance, moving 3p to 297-5p. 
SkyePhanna, the lan Gowrie 
Smith vehicle, made another 
return to market. The shares 
touched 87p, dosing -at 79p 
against a 75p placing price. 

Oxford Molecular gained 
. Dp to'326p as Cazenove. the 


stockbroker, placed 15 mil- 
lion shares with institutions at 
around 300p. 

They came from the origi- 
nal venture capital backers of 
the group. It was the first op- 
portunity they have had to 
sell following a two-year lock- 
in. The venture capitalists sold 
up to half their holdings. 

MSB International, the 
computer group winch made a 
sparkling debut on Thursday, 
fen 9p to 234p. The shares were 
sold at 190p. 

Colorrisim. the electrical re- 
tailer, had a seesaw session af- 
ter the Office of Fair Trading 
corrected a blunder over the 
company's consumer credit 
licence.* 

Down to 16p the shares 
surged to 41p once the mistake 
was rectified. They dosed at 
32p, up 6p. 

Pan Andean Resources 
gained 6p to 96p on its Boli- 
vian progress report and 
Jarvis, the construction group, 


made further headway, up 
5-25p to 64p, on hopes of a deal 
with British Rail. 

Lon Business, the pubs 
chain, held at S4p as United 
Breweries, the Indian group, 
sold 3.8 million shares; it still 
has around 7 per cent. 

Tottenham Hotspur's im- 
proving chance of a place in 
Europe next season lifted the 
shares 26p to 373p. with the nil 
paid rights in line, up 26p to 93. 

Arcon International Re- 
sources held at 35p; Finnish 
croup. Outokumpu, was said to 
nave sold its 4 J per cent stake 
at27p. 

It was also rumoured to 
have sold shares in another 
Irish resources share, Ivemia 
West, unchanged at &3p. 

Pemberton, a properly 
group, held at Sftp. It is bidding 
for the Of ex-traded Best 
Peninsular Homes, which has 
residential property in tbc 
South-west The cash offer is 
62p against 48p on Ofex. 


taking stock 


HLadbroke Group raced 
back into tbc takeover arena 
is late trading after ru- 
mours swept the market that 
Billon Hotels Corporation. 

known to be talking to the 
betting and hotel group. »os 
raising £500m through a 
bond issue. 

The latest story is HHO. a 
US group, will mount a cash 
and share offer of 240p with- 
in the next few weeks. As part 
of the deal. Ladbroke's man- 
agement will buy oat the 
group's betting and casinti 
interests. 

The shares ent an early fall 
to 2p at 193p in busy late 
trading. 

£JA bidder could be on the 
prowl for Ftony Ramsden’s, 
the renown fish and chip 
chain. The shares have been 
strong lately. 

They rose 14p to 384p com- 
pared with a 326p close on 
Monday: 
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Pooley hits out 
for Middlesex 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Lord's 
Middlesex 200 and 207-4 
Gloucestershire 218 


Middlesex showed jusl whal a 
resilient side they are yesterday 
and why (hey cannot be disre- 
garded as Championship con- 
tenders despite a wholesale 
rebuilding program. Yesterday, 
they simply did what they bad 
to. which was to bowl Glouces- 
tershire out and then take a lead 
by the dose. They accomplished 


both with some ease and 
Gloucestershire now find them- 
selves chasing the game. 

' Starting their second innings 
with a deficit of 18 ruhs, the Lon- 
don county began with an open- 
ing stand of 124. The pitch 
offered perceptibly less scam 
movement than on Thursday and 
neither Jason Pooley nor Paul 
Weekcs looked at all troubled. 

Possibly their left-handed- 
ness was a factor and with both 
batsmen stretching well for- 
ward, Kevin Cooper's probing 
swing, such a fertile source of 
wickets on Thursday, was 
neutered. While at the Pavilion 


Collingwood keeps 
up first-ball tradition 


HENRY BLQFELD 

reports from Chester-le- Street 
Northants 273-3 v Durham 


If neither county rose to any 
great heights on their opening 
day of the championship, it 
was not to be wondered at in 
such uncharitably cold weather. 
One player who will remember 
the day was Paul Collingwood, 
who became the second player 
in two days, after Middlesex’s 
James Hewitt, to take a wicket 
with his first ball in first-class 
crickeL 

The players struggled all day 
in the teeth of a fierce easterly 
wind after Mike Roseberry bad 
put Northamptonshire into bat 
in the vague hope that his seam 
bowlers might have used the 
damp conditions to their ad- 
vantage. There had been no play 
on Thursday. 

Roseberry will not have been 
entirely unhappy at the way 
things turned out either. His 21- 
year-old fast bowler, Melvyn 
Betts, starling his third season 
with Durham with the modest 
tally of 12S wickets to his name, 
not only took 4 for 99, his best 
figures, but also showed that his 
control has greatly improved. 

He has a sprinter's approach 
to the wicket over 20 paces, he 
bowls from reasonably close to 
the stumps and for a tune more . 
than justified the three slips and 
a gully his captain gave him. 
Bowling downwind for the most 
part he raised a lively pace and 
moved the ball away from the 
right-handers. 


In the latter part of the morn- 
ing, when Northamptonshire 
lost three wickets in 212 balls, 
he found an excellent partner 
in Michael Foster, a 23-year-old 
all-rounder whose career has al- 
ready taken him from Yorkshire 
to Northamptonshire and on to 
Durham. Yesterday, he was 
celebrating the award of a two- 
year contract with Durham. 

He has a strong pair of shoul- 
ders and also bowls from dose 
to the stumps, moving the ball 
towards the dips at just about 
medium pace. He and Betts 
shared those first three wickets 
and might well have had more. 

Northam ptonshire were 
given a solid start by Richard 
Montgomerie and Alan. Ford- 
ham, who put on 69, Fbrdham 
contributing two massive puQs 
for six. These two and Mai 
Loye were then out in quick suc- 
cession before Rob Bailey and 
Russell Warren steadied the 
innings with a stand of 68. . 

Roseberry was strangely re- 
luctant to bring back Betts after 
lunch, but when he did so Vfer- 
reo drove toosely and was caqgbt 
in the gully. Earlier Colling- 
wood had marked his first-class 
debut with a fee catch two-hand- 
ed to his left at second slip which - 
accounted for Montgomerie. 

At 176 for 4, be came on to 
bowl and with his firet ball 
yorked David Capel. Two runs 
later Bailey drove Betts lame- 
ly to mid-off but two dropped 
slip catches, excusable in this 
temperature, allowed Kevin 
Curran and Tony Penberthy to 
give the Northamptonshire 
score a more respectable look. 


End. Mike Smith's line with the 
new bafl was a fraction loo wide 
to force early mistakes. 

After starting less surely than 
bis partner, Pooley moved into 
overdrive, hitting Jonathan 
Lewis for three successive fours. 
Pooley has a reputation for 
baring a shrewd cricketing 

brain. If so, his game plan when 
Jack Russell introduced the 
first over of spin - shortly after 
three o’ dock - was more vil- 
lage blacksmith than Voltaire as 
Richard Davis’s two overs of 
left-arm spin from the Nursery 
End cost 18 runs. 

When Smith (fid gel his fine 
right, "Weekes, uncertain about 
whether or not to leave the ball, 
ec£ed to Davis at dip. A few balls 
later Pooley followed, bowled off 
his pads by a persevering Coop- 
er, who looked as if he was about 
ready for a long soak in the bath. 

This year, Middlesex hope to 
video every ball during the sea- 
son, although the comprehen- 
sive coverage does rather rely 
on someone remembering lb 
pop out every three hours to 
change the tape. 

It may or may not prove in- 
structive and an early viewer 
would probably have been John 
Carr, who looked more than a lit- 
tle befuddled as to bow his off- 
stump had come to be knocked 
back after he bad pushed well for- 
ward lo Smith, who then prompt- 
ly removed Keith Brown, caught 
off bat and pad at short-leg. 

David Bollett, on the other 
hand, would probably want a 
dozen copies run-off, the early 
part of the day proving a par- 
ticular triumph for the Middle- 
sex seamer. Before this match, 
FoJlett’s career figures of 1-95. 
read like a batsman's wet dream. 
With Angus Fraser not moving 
as breezily as be had done the 
first evening, Fallen impres- 
sively took command, finishing 
with 5-94, including the wicket 
of Jade Russell, who mis-booked 
to Weekes at square-leg. 

Any hopes Gloucestershire 
had of taking a substantial first 
innings lead, quickly departed 
when Andrew Symonds was 
out to the first ball he faced. 
That his side ended with any 
kind of lead at all was due to a 
whirlwind last wicket partner- 
ship between Davis and the No 
11 Smith, who flayed seven 
fours in an innings that even 
wanned Gatling’s hands after 
he dropped him on four, at slip. 

A lengthy presence at the 
crease with Ramprakash to- 
day, ought to absolve him. 



One jumper ahead: Sachin Tendulkar goes In during India's opening t our game at Ostertey yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Tendulkar warms to the task 


ROBERT WINDER 


England's cricketers usually 
make quite a lot of noise about 
the need to acclimatise to the 
heat and humidity of far away 
places. So you had to feel sor- 
ry for India’s touring team, 
which celebrated its arrival here 
with the traditional social en- 
counter against Indian Gym- 
khana in wed London yesterday. 

The tour manager. San dip 
Patfl, described the game as a 
“good warm-up", but warm-up 
was very much not the opera- 
tive word. An icy wind sliced 
across Heathrow and numbed 
the fingers of a team that, since 
its ignominious departure from 
the World Cup in Calcutta last 
month, has played two one-day 


tournaments in Asia. Calcutta, 
Singapore, Sharjah. Osterley - 
the roll call of exotic cricket 
venues never seems to end. 

India gave some of their play- 
ers a chance to put in some se- 
rious autographing. Nayjot Skfhu 
signed programmes, bats, books 
and old bits of tissue paper with 
his fingers stuffed up his sleeves, 
while the lucky recipients of his 
signature cried: “Look! Rumble!" 
Mohammad Azharuddin was 
busy having physio in the pavil- 
ion, and Snnath and Manjrekar 
were also rested. 

Batting first, India were not 
looking too pretty at 65 fcx 4, but 
Tendulkar, captain for the day. 
scored 70 without breaking 
sweat, or taking off any of his 
jumpers, in the end he was 
caught and bowled by a maths 


teacher called Davinder Rehn- 
cy in what wifi, for sure, be a din- 
ing out moment for years to 
come. “He'd just smashed me 
for six," Rehncy said. “And then 
he hit a slower ball straight up 
in the air. 1 thought about 
Courtney Browne dropping 
Tendulkar off one of those in the 
World Cup, but luckily I held it. 
He was amazing, actually. 1 was 
so nervous. You’re bowling at 
Test batsmen and then you bowl 
at him, and it’s another level." 

India were all out for 184, not 
exactly an imposing total but 
more than enough. Kunal Haz- 
are, the 16-year-old grandson of 
a former Test captain, picked up 
3 for 20 in eight overs of slow 
left arm, but the tourists’ bowl- 
ing always looked a bit sharp for 
the home side. The Gymkhana 


lost wickets steadily as they 
tottered to 88 all out 
Still, the result was hardly the 
point It is no laager the case that 
cricketers need to get cobwebs 
out of their system: they never 
stop playing long enough. But 
the game did provide them with 
a quick reminder of what it 
means to bat on slow, seaming 
English wickets. But no one 
was injured and the crowd was 
happy - it was also about the 
same size as the one at most 
county matches, only more bois- 
terous. At the end someone 
even started boning a drum, and 
whal with the air foil of tandoori 
smells they could almost have 
been at home. Apart from the 
frost, that is. 

ONE-DAY FfOENDVf {Otfwtotf tola 284 
095 mere; S R Tenduta 701. Indian 
Gymkhana 88. India won by 96 runs. 


sport 

Stark in 
pursuit 
despite 
mistake 

Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from from Badminton 


David O’Connor retained his 
overnight lead on Custom 
Made during yesterdays second 
day of dressage at the Mitsubishi 
Badminton Horse Trials, but lan 
Stark and Mark Todd are now 
within one penalty point of the 
leader as riders prepare for to- 
days cross-country. 

At one stage O'Connor held 
the lop two places for the Unit- 
ed States, before first Todd and 
then Stark nudged the Ameri- 
can's second mount. Light foot, 
back to fourth. Stark might 
have been leading for Britain, 
but for a mistake in the second 
movement when the grey, Stan- 
wick Ghost, broke into canter 
during medium trot. 

“1 got greedy," Stark said. ”1 
committed the cardinal sin of 
asking for more when 1 already- 
had enough." The Scot, so long 
a mainstay of the British team, 
was delighted with the grey 
thoroughbred who has the mis- 
chievous mind of a pony. 

Stark is a mere 0.2pt behind 
the leader and jusl llbpt ahead 
of Todd, the double Olympic 
champion from New Zealand, 
who is now third on Bertie 
Blunt. Last year Todd's stirrup 
leather broke and he rode most 
of the cross-country without 
one iron, finishing that phase 
in third place before Bertie 
Blunt failed the final horse in- 
spection. 

“Robert and Mclita Howell, 
who own Bertie, have bought 
me some new stirrup leathers 
that I'll be using for the cross- 
country." Tbdd said with a wry 
grin. 

O'Connor's second mount 
Ugbtfoot. had a more serious 
problem at Boekelo in the 
Netherlands last October, when 
an ambulance ran into him 
while he was on the cross-coun- 
uy course. “I figured you have 
the right of way when you’re rid- 
ing the course, I didn't expect 
to be flipped over by an ambu- 1 
lance,” O’Connor said “Wc\ 
were both badly bruised after ■ 
that." 

MITSUBISHI BADMINTON HORSE UCt- 
ALS (61 m): Standings after dressage: 1 
Custom Made (D O'Connor. US) 40.4; 2 
Swam* Ghost (I Sfflrtu GB; 40.6; 3 Bertie 
Blunt (M Todd. NZ) 41.2; 4 Utfrtfoot ID 
O'Connor, US) 42& 5 Bounce IV Jettons. 
NZ) 43.0; S Just Jeremy II |L Murray, GB> 
435; 7 Broadcast News (V Lana, NZ1 44.4; 

8 Star Appeal (M Klne, GB) 45.0: 9 Trou- 
ble Shooter (H Bel. GB) 45.4; 10 New 
Amour ft Law. GB) 46-2. 
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Moxon revels as Yorkshire hit record-breaking form 


DEREK HODGSON 


reports from Cardiff 
Yorkshire 536-8 dec 
Glamorgan 132-2 


Welcome to Sophia Gardens - 
the Home of Records. If coach- 
loads of statisticians and com- 
puter nerds were expected for 
what promised to be a gala for 
the numerically literate, Glam- 
organ were disappointed But 
there was a good crowd, the Ba- 
con Baguette did record busi- 
ness and mere cricket -lovers 
could always shut their eyes to 
the scoreboard and enjoy the 
plav. 

After Thursday's cold misery, 

Barnett moves 
within sight of 
county record 

Round-up 

Kim Barnett's third double cen- 
tury of his career put Derbyshire 
in command against Leicester- 
shire at Derby yesterday and 
took him a lot closer to be- 
coming the highest srorer in the 
couaty’s history. 

The 35-year-old opener be- 
gan the game requiring 383 
rums to overtake the 2051 1> set 
by Denis Smith, scored his 47lh 
first-class century and in bis 
350th appearance for the 
county, was finally dismissed for 
200 tty Alan Mullaily. 

His 100. his sixth against 
Leicestershire, came off 186 
balls but he needed only 12 1 to 
complete his second. 

Dean Jones declared at Bar- 
nett’s dismissal with the score 
on 362 for S- Leicestershire 
survived five overs to reach 1 1 
for 0 at the close. 

Graham Gooch helped 10 put 
Essex in charge against Worces- 
tershire. Whh the home side 
bowled out for 201 the new Eng- 
land selector hit 85 off 98 balls 
and shared an opening stand of 
158 with Darren Robinson. 

Neil Lenham hauled Sussex 
out of trouble after a dramatic 
collapse against Notting- 
hamshire ax Trent Bridge. 
Lenham, who hroke his left in- 
dex finger against Notting- 
hamshire last year, scor ed an 
unbeaten 90 in a total of 279 for 
8 after Sussex stempedfrom 84 
without loss tq .170 for7. 


this was a sparkling May day, 
one fit for great deeds.The ed- 
itor of Wisden’s Almanack ar- 
rived hotfoot, records tumbled 
regularly but, in the end, not one 
was big enough for a major re- 
vision. 

Martyn Moxon played two 
maidens from Robert Croft, 
and after 15 minutes’ play, in the 
100th over, he pushed a angle 
through midwicket off Darren 
Thomas to pass 323, a record for, 
any Yorkshire wicket against 
Glamorgan. 

At 335 the pair passed the 
highest opening stand against 
Glamorgan (Barrie Dzidleston 
and John Steele, for Leicester- 
shire, 1975) and at 351 the 
highest for Yorkshire since the 


Britannic Assurance 
County ChwnpSonsMp 

(Second day of four) 

MMdteoax v eUoocastoraMro 

LORD’S: Today: VL0 

iMHWtewc www) 

IflOQLESEX- Ftat Inning* 200 (K E Coop- 
er 4-54). . 

eumcestatSHOs - »*» Mags 
fCKefreMit: 94 for 4) 

A Symonds c C«t b Hewitt « 

M W Afleyne tow 6 Fraser .... J9 

•tfi C RusseB c Wteefces b Foiled 26 

R P Darts re* oat 2 ‘ 

j Lewis c Can t> Folect 6 

K £ Cooper btaOev -3 

AMSrrwfJbfcUna 

Extras »3. B64) : rvZ 

Dotting Fraser 17-7-33-3; WfBtcm-S-94- 
5iHewM 17-4-77-2; GoodcNB 2-011-0. 
MDDtESEX - Second liming 

P N Weehes c D*o *) SmUP ~ 

J C Pooler & Cooper - — — ■**'15 

•MW Gating re* cut- - rj 

J 0 Can b SmUti — 

fK R Brown c Hancock b 5rnim 

M R Rarrfrakash not out rj 

Extra* p>3. wl. rt** 

Total 4> ■■■ = ■ 207 

FAR: 1-124, 2 124. 3-148, 4 -150- 
TO Safe D J Goodcfed. ARC Fraser. D Fd- 
iml UBARwWHJPKewtt- 
BraAtt Smith 

vinS 15-3-52-0: AflsV* 10-3- 21 -v. 
Daws 7-0-3SM2 Hanew* 2-1-2 -0: Symonds 

5££L J W HoWe* and M J Kftct>ea 
Somerset v Surrey 
taUNTOK Today. 1^0 

rsomeraet won rcssj 
SURRET'R«Jto'*** e 
(Owurtgm: 34 (or 2/ 

■A J StowAbShM-— — ^ 

G P Ttaupe c Tumor 6 Sfifoc - 

A D Brown tow & Shu* “iSS 

A ) Hoftoahe : b ixe --g™- — — M 

c C L*W6 C Turner 0 Sfe* — - 

r p juttan t> van 7roosr — — — „ 

m jESey»"«>«nTroWt - -- =| 

M p Banner 6 lee - - ““ o 

r:--T^a 

ggssssssws 

k sOMBRSfir - Hi** to*® 1 - 

M N Ullwrf** M P adffie " 

p 6 Boater net out — — w 

■A N HayiMS reset* - 

amt it#, wl. r*24) — " it. 

Total (f°r 1,350***)- ** 

ffSi* C ftcfcston*. R J "*** * 


war (Boycott and Moxon at 
Worcester in 1985). Michael 
Vhughan had reached 183 and 
was on course to overtake the 
highest individual Yorkshire 
score against Glamorgan - 197 
by Hutton in 1937 - when, 
carving at the new ball, he fell 
to a flying right-handed catch by 
Adrian Dale, at cover. 

■ The stand was worth 362 in 
399 minutes and Vaughan’s in- 
nings included 28 boundaries off 
314 bafts, not a bad entry for eir 
tier bis cv or for chairman 
Illingworth's notebook. 

Yorkshire then tried to force 
the pace but Ooft, switching to 
the Cathedral Road End, found 
increasing turn after David 
Byas had fallen to the persistent 


Steven Watkin. Wisden’s editor, 
seeing that the famous 555 
stand of Holmes and Sutcliffe 
remained inviolate, set off to 
seek sensation elsewhere. 

The distinction of being the 
first Tyke to take a double hun- 
dred off Glamorgan thus fell to 
Moxon, who completed the 
fifth double century of his ca- 
reer before becoming Croft's 
fourth victim wbeD, after 413 
balls and eight hours’ batting, 
he mistimed a puli and was 
caught at deep fore Jcg. 

Three more departed before 
Richard Blakey and Darren 
Gough, who was dropped twice, 
scored hits, the declaration 
coming just before 3.15 with 
Glamorgan being left 46 overs 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


1R J Tt ant, G D Row, P C L Hotoway, K J 
Show, A P van Troon. 

BoMfiae M P Bx*nel 10-1-31-1; 

1-300; JUot 6-0-25-0; Kafttato 7-1-20- 

0; Peareon 4-0-7-O 

Umpires; D J Constant and K E Palmer. 

WorrestorsUrevEssax 

WORCESTER: Today: 1141 
tEsset Mfttns&i 


(0»errttf*:78fer4t 

0 AlaahanMacPnctwni P VWb tm SO 

tS J nodes c RORre b Ctman. 9 

SRlxrrpac&neonbWllams -46 

P J Newport c Gooch b bam 0 


GAGMcMMOlampm 


■PJ ptchodlMb Vwnat 
H c Irani c & b auptwii 


-IS 


M P VamJttn c Dale t Briefer 1B3 

•DByfettwfVtahn — -12 

M G Swan a Metson b CrtJt , 


_ <t». W, n&6) . 

Total (tor 2. 47 6*m) 


-332 


Banrtdk. 

Ba rth OC Gci4* 11-3-27-0; Hatty 13 
2; A G 5-0-31-0; Stemp 12-7-160: 
80-130 

Umpires; j D Bond and P VMey. 


B Kmr**Drthc Roams sw&aro - 

PA Thomas bWttams i 

A Sfenyar noc out ... — — 1 

Extra (b2. Dll *2. rt>B) 24 

Towimwiri at 

Ftt &B6, a- 147. 7-146, 8-188, KOA 
a w Ite i Wtomrt W te l 6 mm-* 

EMhW itoll 32- 7-82-3; WBMfe ZL2-857- 
& Conn 17-9-32-1; ban 83- ISO. 


DDJfettoKinbUrNW 61 

N Humn C Rhodes 0 : 2 

S 8 Un» not OM 84 


-20 


Extra* foil. fe9. ml. nblffl 39 

TMilfoMtlrarij. — — — — JBS 
FaJfc 1-158. 2-162. 3-203, 4-256. S2B5. 

«• sac (R J tefcs. M C A P Own. A P 

Gnnson, N F W&rtiB. 

BoSwNMpCH U'2-B6tt SnuyarU-l-®- 
0; Larnou 14-1-74-3; Thoma B&W-l: Ub«- 
rath ai 9-10-1; tenfentato 2-OM 
IfeH* T E J«y and R A WMe. 

GtanoigaayVMaUn 
CARDIPrt Tofer lift. 

(Yufem/twonuas} 
TOWSMRE - Hrat bnintf* 

lOwm^ir BlfiTcrO) 

M D Moron c WaOifei b Craft 213 


13-3-40- 

wtme 


Derbyshire v LakestortUre. 

DOtBT; Today: liO 

netcesrasniF won tossi 
DQRSVSHIRE - FHst taring* 

K J Bamsc not out — „ — . — 200 

A S Roitra e Nton b MUlaBy 4 

C 1 Acterns c WetK b Pareons .31 

’D M Jones c Parsons b Pmson 27 

7 A Twems c >feon o MiitaKy 3 

CMHWs cSmtft & Muttafly 40 

P A J Defratta* c Nron b MubaBy 0 

DGCorhcVteUsbMuBaay 0 

tK M Knfesn b Parser* — — 43 

Extra* tW. Jb7. W3, nbS) 14 

Total (ter 8, 9&3 am) — -362 

Fa& 1-15, 2-79, 3-132, 4-151. 5-252, 6- 
258. 7-258, 8-363. 

Dkt Not Bat: P AMred. D E Mafcfen. 
Boadbv Mns 190-97-Ct MiJafo* 24-343- 
5; Parsons 16^-1-50-2; Wfes 14-2-41-0: 
Pferecn 16-4-63-1; Made* 7-3-llK). 
tac tS i mSH «& G I MacMilan. V JWtefla. 
J J Wltatater (CBPO B F Smith. A Habto, D1 
Maody. PA Nton mO, FUreons ARK 
Pterew. D J mns. A D MuteDy. Uscaoer- 
Sfee won loss and dead ad to fieW Umpras: 
3 C BaUeretone and R Palmer 

Portiam v Nortfa amptousfttre. 

CHESTER -LE-STREET: 

Diatam Woa Toss 
NOfmiAMPlONSHIRE - Rnt toflb«9 
R R Montgomerie c CMnuwod b Rster 22 

AFortmamcScrilbBaB 40 

■RJBadeyoSmunoBflfB 4S 

M B lOft tori b Betts —A 


Rj kManen o Morb b Bans 
D J Case! b CriRngtoM — 
K M Curran not out ..... 

A L Penberthy b Booing 
TD Rtoiey not out 


A McGrath c James bCrfrtt . — .9 

Q White cMonfeb Ctoft 1 

WJBtaMj/cBuMsMtb Croft 38 

(J Gough noi out —31 

piKarOeyb Wadsn- 10 

Extra* 0b22, rtffl r 

Total (far 8 da*. >505 won) 

Raft 1362, 2-385. 8404, 4-416. 5-424. 
B476. 7-510, 8-536. 

Did not bat A G Wharf. R D Stamp. 

Scon at 120 owl*: 4-416 - 

BoartteffWstibn 28.5-6-101-2: Thomas 26- 
3^9-0; Butcher 12 1-62-1: BBiwch 29-12- 
70-0; Ctoft 45-11-133-5; Date 7-0-44-0; 
Coaw 3-0-15-0. 

GLAMORGAN - ImitU* 

SP James cB&keyb Hartley fo 

H Monte net oui -af 

A Dale c EUatey b Hartley ...... -.5 

•MPMf^nard notori W 


todna (to3, art, nft20) . 

IS TaM tfa* 7, 30S <war«) 


Fw& 1&.248. 3-76. 4-144. 5-17S, 6-178. 
7-247. 

ToBatJH JPTejto. 

8owffa£ Bitwi 23-5-57-0: Betts 24-4^9- 
4; Fdoar 21-4-57-1; Banbudge EM-14-0: 
Babng 21-1030-1; CoBnerood 7 -2-13-1 
DURHAM *M A Roaebcxiy, S tfoorei, J A Da- 

& 1 . J E Morris P Bantne^. p D Colk»MOd, 
J Fosttr. TC W Scon, j Botaig. S J E Brown, 
MM BeOS- 

Ubi*bk K J I^otb and A G T Ulfeahaad 

Nottinghamshire V Sussex. 

TRENT BRIDGE 

(Sussex aw las) 

Sussex -nattimagt 
CWJAXfeybPeiWrt -43 


M1-7BL2-9Z. _____ 

To Bac P ACoBay. G P BoaiiefRDBOrit 
S P 7tK>mas, (C r Uelscn. 5 L Wathrv S R 


jw Hare Noon bPmea. 

M P Spe<S* b Alford 

•A P Wefc 6t Neon b Aflbrd 

N J Lenham not out — 

B» Moons tow bErara 


D K Satadiay R» b Toltoy —M 

V C Oraha c Cams b Tbfcy A 


—34 

—..14 


to bat yesterday and needing 
387 to avoid a follow-on. 

When Hugh Moms, on one, 
was dropped at first slip off Pe- 
ter Hartley, the jitters could be 
sensed. But with a little luck, 
and the confidence to strike the 
looser ball, Steve James and 
Monis guided Glamorgan be- 
yond tea. 

With 76 raised and 23 overs 
negotiated, Glamorgan ap- 
peared to have reached safer 
water when James went to dri- 
ve a baft from Peter Hartley that 
may have lifted - Thomas has 
made one or two fly from the 
River End -and was caught be- 
hind- Thio overs later Adrian 
Dale could not avoid a 

straight er, similar delivery. 


N C PhWpb e ftoomson b Pennen 30 

P W Janrts not out 5 

Extra* 0bl4. wl. no 12) 27 

Total (fora, 108 own) 27S 

Frit 1-86, 2-89. 3-132. 4-133, 5-138. 8 
166. T-ITO, 8-239. 

To Bac ESHGtttew. 

DwW Cairns 17-5-47-0; Pennon 22-5- 
61-3: Erans 22-7-52-1; Today 13-3-36-2; 
Betas 14-1-40-0: Afford 20-9-29-2 
NOmN&MMSWRt H T RobRson. A A Met- 
carte, P R Poterd *P Jolveon. M P Dowman. 
R T Bhbs, K P EVans, tW M Noon. C M Tol- 
ley, D B Pomett. i A Afford. 

Ifmpbea: H D Bird and G I Bu^ss . 

Other matches ' 
ftftrtlW wB ByvHai imMr a 

THE PARKS: Today: IXJQ. 

(Oxford UnhorOy non loss) 
MAMPSMRE - Rot tantafia 
(Ownlgic 264 lor 7) 
tA N Ames c Bony b MoMk _ — ........ JO 

M J ThursfiaU not out 30 

SMMIbumnoiori — - — 17 

Ewrasfbfi.to4.w2) ^12 

Total tter 8, 114 ouant) 327 

FtaKS-SBT. 

DU mt bate A Connor. 

B<ra»M a Preez 11-2-44-0; Th0BMtt» 13- 
3-37-0; wag) 30-7-86-2; Mafe 43-14- 
119-3; Mather 17 S-31-3. 

OXFORD UPCVHKSTY - Fhst brwfa®* 

*C M Guptt ST fares b P R 75 

I JSriCCfteCAymaBD Connor -5 

A N RUN? C Aymfifi b P R ... TO 

G A Won tw b Thitfirifl -3J 

MAWSriinolori 10 

HSAWArwout - — - --5 

Extras c&2). — 

Total (tor 4, 82 wart) 204 


-272 


,...J4 

16 

.-.,24 


Frit 1-6. 2-145. 3-160, 4-194. 

Tbaat MEDJaiBtt, tJ N Bany, RBThonb 
oon. S P Du preaz, D P Mather. 

BooUne Mitorin 16-2 52-0: Connre 13-5- 
26-1; U(& 18-2-47-0; Stephenson 11-4-18- 
0; ThusfieU 10-2-27-1; P R 14-2-32-2. 
tlnvfcex 8 Leadbcew end J « Uoyds. 

Ne play yesterday 

BWTANWC ASSURANCE COUNTY CHAM- 
HOtiStB*: Canteftan* Kert 63 kr 2 v Lan- 
cashire. 


Starting to mo rr o w 

(2-0 unless stated} AXA Equity A Law 
tasffua (l day) derby: Dortysfora y tafoes- 
tersrure. Cnestar-te-Streot: Dutiam v 
NortftarnpiortsMra. Carttffi Glamorgan v 
Yortsfee. CantottMK Kent v umcashho 
LwiTk Uddesa v Gtofeesrasfea Dent 
Bridge Nottinghamshire v Sussa Taonton: 
Someraetw&sroyWoreeatarWorceswshre 
v Essex. 

Taraiet Match (1 day) Aomdat Lwno, 
Duchess of NorfoBOs M v Mia (liOOl- 
Othar Mato* (final day of three) Fanner's: 
Camondge IMaeRdy vWBArtdoho (UL3Q| 


BRANCH INVESTMENT 
ACCOUNTS 

CURRENT INTEREST RATES 

EFFECTIVE FROM 4 MAY 1996 
THESE ACCOUNTS ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE TO NEW INVESTORS 
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tlQ/ymin more S. _< * T-W' 

£1 ■ iV.** f i.4U 


bin arm «i UA bat nun The nmimiup u, *h K h the iniar,i iJi«^ »«> jrr «u in «n ‘Imcsnx-i 

A^'Oanlte lri« & Ceutticwf' Le*0rl. 

1 CanpmioJ Aa.ul bre d* K,, ra „ )V >r tl mmuhU inma p*j n«u<. arc rruineJ in the feraim. 

rime btchwY >„ lkMm (d „vl. j ,-tnn iw br m*k » iIk IVW .rciwvraK rf 

■». Fn piAtriuh nbbtc neoBT (A «4dm Ac •# hnrc rrt* hind*, it un >Wneiri »J1 njjeh Aeb baWn, la «*» <m 

die want *"4tter "ri b»nr ns mare c» H ra on fc fartfidraA aho arc HaN* ■“ heher J*" •* n* *a» *1 40A. 
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The FA are really terrified that the idea might get about that 
women footballers are a bunch of lager-swilling laddesses 


Pele Davies, the man who single- 
handedly revived the popularity of 
football literature with All Played 
Our. his compelling account of the 
1990 World Cup campaign, has a 
new love in his life. Gone is his in- 
fatuation with Waddle and Lineker, 
Robson and Robson. 4-4-2 and 
Gazza's tears ( although over this past 
month, we've all learnt there was 
nothing unusual in Gazza blubbing 
when the fooibalt didn't go his way: 
be is after all, just a Geordie). And 
in its place has come a desire so pro- 
found that Davies has moved bis 
house to be close to its source, giv- 
en up lucrative work to pursue it, 
spent most of his weekends in search 
of it. In short, Pete Davies has lost 
his heart to the Doncaster Belles. 

Thar's the title of his superb new 
book about women's football, a fly- 


on-the wall picture of the country’s 
leading female outfit, a son of elon- 
gated love note to 15 hard-working, 
hard-playing, female fanatics. 

“The title's not a joke,” Davies 
said. “I did, honestly, I losimy heart 
to them, 1 knew the dub existed, but 
I didn't know any more. Then a 
friend told me he was making a tele- 
vision film about them and suggested 
it would make a good article. Hie 
moment I met them I knew there 
was a book in iU they were so pas- 
sionate, so involved. I went to write 
about them for a week and stayed 
for two years." 

Davies's new tome is as intimate 
a chronicle of a football team as can 
have been written. He followed the 
girls to work, to training, to the pub; 
it's all there, the camaraderie, the 
petty jealousies, the battles with the 


blazers at the FA. And the fact it’s 
about women - generally derided by 
media and public alike for the man- 
ner in which they trundle around in 
pursuit of the ball - makes the plea- 
sure of it all the more unexpected. 

“There’s no question the quality 
of the women's game is verv high,” 
Davies said. “I want this book to 
proselytise. I passionately believe 
these people deserve reward, recog- 
nition, crowds." 

In an attempt to make an early 
convert, Davies invited me to the 
women's FA Cup final at MiUwalTs 
New Den last Sunday. Doncaster 
Belles, his loves, weren’t even play- 
ing. The finalists were Liverpool and 
Croydon, the Manchester United of 
women's football, not because they 
are any good, but because everyone 
else hates them. Most of the 2,1 10 


Jim White 



ON SATURDAY 


people scattered across two of the 
New Den’s fancy stands were 
women and many of them, judging 
by the tone of their heckling, play- 
ers themselves: "that’s crap that is; 
release it early; lay it off, girl.” 


The game was, in troth, a scrap- 
py affair, the players looked tense, 
shots were scuffed, passes were mis- 
placed as a matter of course. “Just 
like a Premiership game," Davies 
smiled. It seemed inevitable it would 
go to penalties and that Croydon 
would grind out a win. by dint of miss- 
ing fewer. Bui there were enough' 
touches - Liverpool's No 7 Karen 
Burke was a class act - to suggest it 
was the occasion rather than a lack 
of ability that was to blame. Davies, 
though, was worried by the occupants 
-of die directors' box. Graham Kel- 
ly and Bert Millichip were in there, 
the men who have recently taken 
over the women's game, and come 
out of his book as the villains. Here 
they were actually bothering to turn 
up to a women's match and it wasn't 
exactly a feast. 


“The FA say they arc committed 
to the women’s game." Davies said. 
“Bui there’s very lilde evidence of 
that. I honestly fcel they arc uneasy 
with the concept of women playing 
football. They’re certainly going to 
lute this book. They're obsessed with 
image. They're really terrified that 
the idea might get about that women 
footballers arc a bunch of lager-swiD- 
ing laddesses." 

Are thev? 

“Yes," he says. “But that’s the 
point. They’re ordinary people for 
whom football makes something of 
lives that would be otherwise re- 
morselessly bleak. That’s 1 what I'm dy- 
ing to communicate with this book: 
it’s a beautiful game that can do that.” 

Davies, you fcel, has his work cut 
out acting as the game’s unofficial 
PR man. This was how Alan Green 


announced the result of the match 

to Radio 5 listeners: *And we've just 

heard that Liverpool have been 
beaten hv Croydon in the l-'A Cup 
final. But don t panic, it’s only the 
Ladies' FA Cup final." 

Thai kind of thing doesn’t deter 
him. though. 

“It’s going to be massive this 
game.” he says. “If some smart \ 
company gets involved now in spon- 
soring i£ they could achieve an aw- 
ful lot in the’long term." i 

And how about his own long: 
term, has he got a daughter? 

“Yes.” 

Is she anv good at the game? 

“She’s three,” he smiles. "But she 
can’t half trap a ball.” 

-/ Lost Afy Heart to the Doncaster , 
Belles 0 is published bv Heinenuuin on 
28 May ! 


Schumacher’s charge 
lifts Ferrari fans 


DAVID TREMAYNE 

reports from Imola 

' As the sun warmed away morn- 
J ing rain, Michael Schumacher 
gave Ferrari's delirious fans ex- 
- actly what they had come to see 

• when he recorded the fastest 
. • lime in practice here yesterday 

for tomorrow's San Marino 
1 Grand Prix. 

The world champion used all 
i of his famous repertoire of raw 
' speed and car control as he pow- 
ered the red machine around in 
glorious slides, raising eyebrows 
along the pit road and hopes 
among the tifosi, the Italian Fer- 
rari enthusiasts. 

A year ago Schumacher was 
one of their villains and Jean 
Aiesi and Gerhard Berger their 
heroes. But times change. The 
volatile Frenchman no longer 
enjoys a place within tifosi hearts 
after his winter outbursts against 

• the team. There were only croc- 
odile tears when he finished the 
day in 13th place. 

/ Alesi’s excessive brio does not 
falways endear him to Benetton 
-^either. In Germany a week ago 
/ a reckless attempt to pass Mika 


Sale’s Tyrrell after a bad start 
resulted in instant retirement af- 
ter contact. 

Schumacher’s speed yester- 
day caught many on the hop, 
particularly since it had been 
achieved with the standard V10 
engine, and without using a set 
of fresh tyres - the latter ploy 
catapulted Rubens BarridieUo’s 
Jordan-Peugeot into second 
place ahead of the European 
Grand Prix winner Jacques Vfl- 
leneuve in the closing stages. 


San Marino GP 



“I am feeling confident,” 
said Schumacher who only a 
week ago had suggested that he 
felt the very opposite about his 
prospects on a circuit whose nu- 
merous bumps would not suit 
his car. “We did a lot of work 
on set-up today and used less 
fuel than we normally do on a 
Friday in order to conserve our 
lyres [drivers are allowed only 
seven sets of tyres per weekend]. 
We still have a lot of work to 
do,” Schumacher said. 

Damon Hill echoed that sen- 
timent as he languished a rela- 
tively lowly sixth separated from 
his Williams- Renault partner by 
Mika Hakkinen’s McLaren and 
Olivier Panis’s Ligier. His run 
was interrupted by an alterca- 
tion with Andrea Man termini's 
Forti, which resulted in a trip 
across the edge of a gravel bed. 

Hill was cautious in sum- 
marising his day. “You can al- 
ways expect Ferrari to go 
quickly here." he said, “and they 
were close to us in Germany 
too, so I expect Saturday’s qual- 
ifying to be close and very ex- 
citing. The circuit was very 
slippery today and it’s uneven 
in places so it’s quite difficult to 


set up the car.” Wiliams spent 
all day juggling with the springs 
and dampers in its cars’ sus- 
pension systems to try and find 
the optimum handling balance, 
and Hill added: “I have some- 
thing in hand for qualifying.” 
Imola is of course a circuit 
that holds mixed memories for 
Hill and the Williams team. 
They won here last year but it 
was during the San Marino 
Grand Prix in 1994 that Ayrton 
Senna was killed while trying to 
resist the challenge of Schu- 
macher and Benetton. As he 
goes out in search of his 15th 
pole position (his afternoon 
Hill knows he must win here to 
exorcise the old ghosts of ques- 
tions about his psychological 
frailty raised by his disappoint- 
ing race in Germany last week. 
Cynics, meanwhile, say they 
will believe Ferrari’s apparently 
dramatic progress if it is re- 
peated today - and tomorrow. 

MN MMM0 6iu»Piu<iMta) i— am 
imOee Obbs 1 M Stfuiaovr GoiF«ai linri 
2&832sac; 2 R BamcMo ftfcaj Jonlan-ftu05tf 
129asec 3 J VaenBMK (Cam MWoniMkraui 
129.921; 4 M HaMraifRt) Md jen M cux de a 
129964; S 0 Pans (R) LBn-Mu&n -Honda 
12018ft (DM KXB NWM 12&W5c 
r DCoMmO g»Mct a w n mm t m 120.43ft 
SEkvne <G8) Fans 120430: 9 H-HRertzert 
(Ge) SjuMrfwd 120462: 10 J Hat** tGS 
Salw-Fort 120570. 



Michael Schumacher pushes Ms Ferrari to the fastest time in practice yesterday Photograph: John Marsh/Empics 


SEVEN EXOTIC HOLIDAYS TO BE 
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The Regent Hotel Singapore 



INDEPENDENT 


The Rocks, Sydney Harbour 

WIN A TRIP 
TO 

SINGAPORE 

AND 

SYDNEY 


T oday is the last day of our exotic holiday 
competition. We have teamed up with KLM 
Royal Dutch Airlines, Trailfinders and 
Four Seasons ♦ Regent Hotels and Resorts, the 
world's leading luxmy hotel group, to give away 
six fabulous holidays for two to Tbronto, Bangkok. 
Bali, Mexico, Los Angeles and Tokyo. 

Today we are giving away our seventh and final 
prize, a holiday for two to Singapore and Sydney. 
The prize is for two KLM return World Business 
Class tickets via Amsterdam and Singapore, including 
two nights stopover at The Regent Singapore with 
breakfast, and seven nights accommodation, in- 
cluding breakfast, at The Regent Sydney. 

Located in the heart of the city's entertainment 
and shopping district. The Regent Singapore is 
renowned for having amongst the most friendly and 
efficient staff in the work! Just check-in and let your- 
self be treated to the fitness centre with gym, steam 
bath and spa pool facilities, an outdoor pool set in 
a landscaped setting and five acclaimed restaurants 
including Maxim's de Paris and' its famous Hotel 
bar. The stunning lobby atrium has glass elevators 
and lush greenery making h a perfect place to un- 
wind after a hard day's sightseeing or shopping 
before retiring to the comfort of your room to pre- 
pare for another everting exploring Boat Quay and 
the other lively nightlife areas of Singapore. 

The Regent Sydney, a sculptured sandstone tow- 
er, provides a view of the most spectacular sights 
of Sydney such as the harbour, the landmark Opera 
House and Sydney Harbour Bridge. In a aty famous 
for its restaurants and bars. The Regent Sydney is 
a frequent choice with its five innovative restaurants 
and lounges that offer an inviting selection of food, 
refreshment and entertainmenL The hotel features 
the largest outdoor hotel pool in Sydney with 
adjacent sundeck, boutiques and sundry shops, and 
Sydney's finest ballroom. 

Howto Enter 

For a chance to win our holiday for two to 
Singapore and Sydney, simply answer the follow- 
ing question: About how laris Singapore from the 
Equator? a) 10 miles b) 100 miles c)1000 miles 
Call our competition line and leave your answer, 
name, address and daytime telephone number 
0891 101 638 

Lines dose at midnight tonight Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other times 
and last less than two minutes. The wanner will be 
selected at random from all correct entries. Nor- 
mal Newspaper Publishing pic rules apply. The 
Editor's decision is finaL 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines has one of the most 
extensive worldwide route networks of any carrier, 
stretching to 153 cities in 83 countries. It operates 
regular services to Amsterdam from Heathrow, while 
its regional subsidiary KLM Cityhopper flics there 
from Southampton, Bristol, Cardiff, Birmingham 
and Belfast. 

Changing aircraft at Amsterdam’s Schiphol 



The Regent Hotel with Sydney Opera House in the foreground 


Airport is easy thanks to its one terminal design. Pas- 
sengers check-in once for their entire journey from 
the UK and luggage is automatically transferred. 

Renowned as a quality airline, KLM offers dedi- 
cated Tourist and Business Class cabins. Long-haul 
passengers can experience its superior World Busi- 
ness Class service, offering a choice of meals, com- 
plimentary wines and champagnes, spacious seating 
and seven channels of in-flight entertainmenL For 
KLM reservations call. 0181 750 9000. 

ffour Seasons ♦ Regent Hotels and Resorts is the 


fully trained consultants, with first hand knowledge 
of most destinations worldwide, will tailor-make your 
itinerary to suit your needs. 

Special Offer 

Thulfinders and KLM have put together a series 
of exclusive offers for our readers. The offers 
indude savings on KLM flights to Cape Town. 
Johannesburg, Chicago, San Fhwrisco and Australia, 
plus a 10% discount on Trailfinders’ insurance and 
immunisations. Special fores are subject to avail- 
ability and are for travel during October and 
November 1996. 

lb obtain an information pack with details of these 
sperial offers simply complete the coupon below and 
send to: Independent Promotion, KLM Flying 
Dutchman, 4th Floor, Belgrave House, 1 Greyfri- 
ars, Northampton NN1 2LQ by 24 Maty 1996. 
Terms and Cbnditions are as previously published. 



KLM prides 
itself on its 
quality of 
service on the 
ground as 
well as in 
the air. 
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world's largest luxury hotel group. For further in- 
formation on any Four Seasons Hotel or Resort 
worldwide, please call 0800 526 648 in the UK & 
Northern Ireland. Regent International Hotels can 
be contacted on 0800 282 245 in the UK & North- 
ern Ireland. 

Trailfinders is one of (he UK’s foremost travel 
agents, reputed for friendly and efficient service. 
Their offices in London, Birmingham, Bristol Glas- 
gow and Manchester offer the widest dunce of fights, 
hotels, tours, car hire and insurance. Trailfinders' 


The lndependent/lii dependent on Sunday 
Special Offer Coupon 

Complete and send to: Independent Promo- 
tion, KIM Rying Dutchman, 4th Root, Bel- 
grave House, 1 Greyfriars, Northampton NN1 
2LQ by 24 May 1996. 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime telephone 
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] Please tide tWs box if you do not wish to recehe 

further mafings from Newspaper Publishing pta, 

or other companies associated vrith this promotion. 
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PfLKfl'iSTON CUP FINAL. 




chasers 


STEVE SALE 


Twickenham will be resplen- 
dem today when 75.000 - a 
world-record attendance in club 
rugby - witness a fitting PSlk- 
ingtoo Cup final between the 
two best teams in England, 
both of whom announced last 
month that they would not be 
back for more next season. 

How strange this rugby world 
has become with professio nalism 
breaking out all over, and so 
many people apparently wanting 
to see it that HQ has been sold 
out for this match since before 
the quarter-finals, when Bath’s 
and Leicester’s arrival in the 
final could be no more thq g a 
well-educated guess. 


This, then, is what the clubs 
would voluntarily forgo next 
season and somehow the 
thought of their own incestuous 
cup competition culminating in 
a game at, say, Wembley does 
not have the same allure. Always 
provided the Rugby Football 
Union does not find a way of 
overshadowing today's august 
occasion, this fundamental and 
rather awkward truth will be 
handsomely revealed. 

Given the unpredictability of 
the RFU/clubs dispute — you 
know, the one about bow pro- 
fessional club rugby is to be con- 
trolled and financed — nothing 
about cup-final day shou ld be tak- 
en for granted. Indeed, it needs 
only a 12-moath hindsighttosee 
that Bath’s display in 


Wasps imhe 1995 final was large- 
ly forgotten because the union 
chose dial very day to depose Will 
Carling as England captain, 
lfwe can forget the poEtidang 
for one afternoon, we could - 
Should -be in for a treaL But alas 
for optiousm,inatches between 
Bath and Leicester habitually 
' promise more than they deliver, 
the awful 1994 final being a case 
fopomt, but if for race the the- 
ory of a fascinating clash of 

styles could be matched in prac- 
tice, it would be a grand finale. 

What fun it is for Dean 
Richards to pretend that his 
Leicester side, who have built 
results and reputation on im- 
movable and to an extent im- 
mobile forward play, should 
the opposite. 


anticipate quite 

Points to prove: Bath and Leicester each have 

Callard can rely 
on mental 
toughness 


“We need a fast and open game 
and that’s what we play at 
Leicester week-in week-ouu" be 
quipped for the benefit of tele- 
vision viewers the other day. 

Doubtless the final could do 
with being “fast and open", 
but not withstanding the con- 
summate finishing of their 
wings Rory Underwood and 
Sieve Hackney, the Tigers 
should not be expected to con- 
tribute greatly in that respect 
Back in the real world, Richards 
offers this nugget: “We won't re- 
veal our tactics, but everyone 
knows where our strength Hes." 

So at least Bath know what to 
expect “They’ve taken a lot of 
flak for their style, but as they've 
dealt effectively with us in recent 
matches, we can’t criticise 


them,” Phil de GlanvQle, the 
Bath captain, said. Whatever a 
neutral's opinion of this type of 
rugby - and there is no such 
thing as a neutral at Wctford 
Rood when Richards is rumbling 
up the middle of the field - it is 
undeniably effective, so much so 
that the only unpredictable 
thing about it is that now and 
again Leicester lose. 

.Last Saturday, Harlequins 
achieved what only Bath and 
Saracens had done thk season, 
and the league title duly reverted 
to Bath from Leicester. Experi- 
ence, both their own and of 
others, teaches the reinstated 
champions that although they 
have to match the muscular 
Tigers at dose quarters, the op- 
timum course is actually to avoid 


close quarters in the fiisi place. 

“Anyone looking at the two 
sides would realise that the way 
one might think they could beat 
the other would be to keep the 
game fairly dose, and the other 
side might play in a more flex- 
ible manner.’’ Brian Ashton, 
the Bath coach, said. No prizes 
for guessing which is which. 

Hie absence of the injured Je- 
remy Gusoott and Ben Claxte wfll 
disturb Bath more than they 
might care to admit, but Bath’s 
strength has always been more 
collective than individual. With 
the Double in tbeirsaghts, it is un- 
thinkable to back against them. 
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N o one - least of ail at 
Bath - being indispens- 
able, it is stretching a 
point to suppose that Jonathan 
Callard is the man the cham- 
pions and would-be cup-winners 
cannot do without. But that is 
the way it looks after a baleful 
experience at the bands of his 
club selectors. 

Moreover, when Bath play 
Leicester in this afternoon's 
Pilkington final before an 
international-sized crowd of 

75,000 at 'IWickenham, Callard 
will also have a point to make 
lo England's selectors. In his aif- 
too-brief Test career he has 
scored at an average veiy nearly 
as high as the 14 points per 
game of the New Zealand 
metronome Grant Fox. 

It has not sufficed. Jade Row- 
ell wants u “strike" full-back and 
the consistent Callard is evi- 
dently not it That he has re- 
mained on the England bench 
is a tribute to his usefulness, if 
not quite indispensability, but 
when Bath also put him there - 
only two months ago. remember 
- it was complete folly as well 
as fundamentally unfair. 

Not that Callard let it affect 
him other than as a stimulus. 
“I've been through it before, 
had the experience, and know 
what it's like," he said. “You can 
go overhoard in self-justification 
and anyway the only thing to do 
was to fight it out." 

Callard, who was 30 on New 
Year’s Day, has this season 
been an unfortunate victim of 
circumstances beyond his con- 
trol. Recalled to win his fifth cap 
against South Africa last No- 
vember, he then promptly lost 
his place when Rowell decided 
he did not like the look of Mike 
Call at oulside-haff and wanted 
him back at full-back. 

Cali subsequently informed 
Bath he wbIktJ to be couriered 
only in his England position and 
after Callard had missed most 


of his kicks in the narrow- 
squeak cup-tie at 'Rfekefidd he 
was dropped by Bath too. 
though he wryly reflects that 
three different excuses were 
made by three different people: 
captain, coach and manager. 

As it turned out. Callard was 
a replacement only once - the 
quarter-final at Bristol - and his 
value was definitively proved 
when Bath. Callard-less be- 
cause be was attending a memo- 
rial service, lost last month at 
Gloucester, a defeat that very 
nearly cost them the cham- 
pionship. Coincidentally, the 


out of his skin at stand- 

“I look back now on the 
South Africa gnme antLeven ac- 
cepting we made basic mis- 
takes, we weren’t given a second 
chance to see if we were good 
enough against the Western 
SftTpnans in the next match." he 
said. “There was a knock-on 
effect because of Mike’s dears 
to play full-back: but I believe the 
dub are better off playing the 
pair of us than pitting one 
against the other. 

So it has transpired. Once the 
Gloucester defeat had hap- 
pened, there was never any 
doubt that Catt would be the 
cup-final outside-half and 
Callard the full-back, with 
Richard Rutland, who missed 
the kicks at Kmgshofan, now con- 
signed to the replacement role. 

Over recent weeks Callard 
has been considering his future, 
one of the many who have 
been subject to approaches 
from other clubs. As his rela- 
tionship with Bath has always 
appeared equivocal, it would be 
no great surprise if he took what 
was on offer elsewhere --except 
that the lure and allure of this 
great rugby institution remain 
almost impossible to resist. ■ 

Callard was bom in Leices- 
ter - a nice irony, given today’s 
opposition - of Welsh parents 



a man eager to impress the England selectors and capable of turning the final 

Back looking 
forward to 
ferocious game 

N 


but was raised in Newport and 
made it as far as 3n extended 
Wales training squad during 
his time with the Newport dub. 
In fed his move lo Bath in 1989 
was prompted mainly by a 
desire to enhance his Vfeles 
chances, but within weeks of the 
chang: he had been offered and 
accepted a place on an England 
B tour to Spain. 

The following season he with- 
stood the challenge of another 
newly arrived full-back, Jon 
Webb, and played in the cup- 
final annihil ation of Gloucester. 
But in the 1990-91 season Webb, 
who went on to become 
England's record scorer, estab- 
lished himself and Callard had 
to content himself with mostly 
second-team rugby for three 


long years. 
Small 


l wonder, then, that he 
is so fatalistic. Almost as soon 


The retiring Bezani 
plays down emotion 


The bookmakers are unable to Pontypridd pursue 

K'S n S; n r m N “* calmness in toda/s 

Cardiff Arms Park today but if 
emotion was a factor then Nigel 
Bczani's team would be dear 


Favourites. Bezani retires at the 
_-nd of the season at the age of 
39 and despite captaining oae 
nf the most consistently suc- 
cessful sides in Wales his cup- 
board is bare. 

Pontvpridd have appeared in 
Lwu finals and lost them both, to 
Bridgend in 1979 and to Swansea 

last year when they also finished 
runiicre-up in the league. Bezani, 
whose nine-ycar-old daughter 


Swaiec Cup final. 
Tim Glover reports 


landed a match-winning penalty 
against Newport in tbe-semi-final, 
he is not resided as a specialist 
kicker. But then the Neath style 


are no longer an unfashionable 
dub and that we deserve a place 
among the elite." 

Twelve months ago Ponty- 
pridd stayed in a Cardiff hotel 

priorto the final, which they lost 

17-12, and Bezani admits it was 
a mistake- “We became more 
and more wound up and all it 
did was to add to the nervous 
tension." Pontypridd suffered 


iSihSthc from^efogbtandNeflJeg- 
.! whpn ins missed a string of penalties. 

The season Jenkins has scored 

88 points in four cup games and 


kJU*' <2 , , 

he leads out the J**®' ,«r»ointsin four cup games and lneyarecenamiyoioeruian 

SSwLiobe&don Neath Who have the youogea 
arcwcll for Nigd Bezam because urn f the back lme ever to appear m a 

ic nil rfiiUn for senuraent goai-focking, ■ n I., fe.al rwrrvl IrtnN a lpni' , hpr at 


and all to do with moving the 
at pace. 

Paul John, Horgan’s opposite 
number, believes Jenkins is 
playing the best rugby of his ca- 
reer. “Everyone knows he is a 
superb goal-kicker but be has 
not had the credit he deserves 
for leading the line. 

“We know we have played 
some excellent rugby in the last 
five years without winning any- 
thing but that does not increase 
the pressure on us. Last year we 
froze. That won’t happen again. 
We are older and wiser.” 

They are certainly older than 
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of playing breathtaking rugby. 

Jones, though, is resigned to 
tunning what amounts to a fin- 
ishing school aifo the finals 
the swan-song for the Ucwelkn 
brothers, Gareth and Glyn, who 
are joining Harlequins and 
Whsps. “We have a develop- 
ment programme that ensures 
that any losses will be limited," 
Jones aid. “If a player has a good 
offer we won’t stand in hs way 
although we would make sure he 
went for the right reasons." 

Neath were the first dub to 
win the Cup, in 1972, and lhty 
have never met Pontypridd in 
the competition. “1 don't think 
either team can be optimistic,” 
.. Jones said. “We can win the Gip 
if we perform as we are capa- 
ble but 1 imagin e Pontypridd 
fed exactly the same." 


Jonathan Callard, Bath’s full-back Photograph: Empics 


as Webb had retired in 1993, 
CaHard himself was the England 
full-back, most memorably 
landing the last-kick winning 
penalty against Scotland in 
1994. What was that about tri- 
umph and disaster? That phase 
of the Munayfidd hero's Eng- 
land career was to last one 
more match. 

“You can’t fully appreciate 
the good times without going 
through the bad as well,” he 
said. “Being at Bath instils you 
with the mental toughness to 
get through the disappoint- 
ments. It’s' almost a form of 
character assassination but you 
do come through it a better per- 
son. If you don’t, you’ve foiled 
anyway." Meaning that for Jon 
Callard failure would be no 
more or less than losing to 
Leicester today. 

Steve Bate 


Football 

3.0 uifess stated 

(C81£MUEItaMi«’aMatax^ta0uyvnr- 
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dl Back has spent his 
career in the shadow of 
men he describes as the 
“back row giants" but today in 
the Pilkington Cup final at 
Twickenham, he resumes rivalry 
with a player he does not look 
up to. at least in the physical 
sense. Back against Andy Robin- 
son promises to be an open-side 
show that will run and run. 

“We don’t really talk off the 
field," Back said.“We have a 
silent respect for each other.” 
Both are old fashioned tearaway 
flankers. They may not win 
possession in the line-out but 
their speed provides a rital link 
between forwards and backs. By 
nature they are attacking players 
and also decisive ladders. 

“Andy is a bit smaller than me 
although he wouldn’t like to 
bear it," Back said. “In any case, 
size has nothing to do with it 
You’re either good enough or 
you’re not.” 

The other thing they have in 
common is that both have been 
rejected by England. Jack Row- 
ell, the manager, himself a for- 
mer back row forward of the 
extra large school, believes big 
is beautiful although he bad a re- 
think following die annihil ation 
of the England back row (Tiro 
Rodber. Dean Richards and 
Ben Clarke) in the World Cup 
semi-final against New Zealand 
in Cape Tbwn last summer. 

Back to the future? It did not 
work out like thaL “Jack said he 
would revert to an out and out 
open-side flanker for this season 
and that took huge pressure off 
me," Back said. “I thought at 
long last I'm no longer compet- 
ing against the back row giants. 
1 felt relaxed, confident." Back 
took another kick in the teeth. 

For the game against South 
Africa at Twickenham last No- 
vember, Rowell went for an out 
and out open-side but it was not 
Back it was Robinson. “Andy 
hadn't been in the England 


squad for five years so 1 was to- 
tally bemused," Back said. “It 
has never been explained to me. 
I had a conversation with Jack 
but it wasn't very constructive. 
Although I was confused 1 
wasn't disheartened because 
Andy and I are of similar 
stature and I still thought there 
was a place for me." 

He thought wrong. Out went 
Robinson - “I thought he had 
a good game against the 
Springbok." Back said - and 
in came the towering figure of 
Lawrence Dallaglio. For the 
first time since 1985 Back is not 
part of an England squad al- 
though he played for his coun- 
try in the Hong Kong Sevens. 
He has been through the lot - 
England Under lS’s, Colts and 
the B team before winning his 
first full cap against Scotland 
in 1994. 

It was the first of only five. No 
sooner had he established a 
place for himself in the World 
Cup, playing in the victories over 
Argentina. Italy and Western 
Samoa than he pulled a ham- 
string. “I’ve been playing rugby 
for 20 years and that's the first 
muscle I’ve ever pulled. The tim- 
ing couldn’t have been worse. 
Things were going really well 
and Fd have probably played 
a^inst Australia in the quarter- 
finals. Instead the big men came 
back into Jade's head.” 

England, of course, beat Aus- 
tralia with Rob Andrew's 
famous drop goal but were 
hammered by the All Blacks and 
Back thought he would win 
back his place for the third- 
fourth place play-off against 
France. Again he thought wrong 
and Rowell kept faith with a 
jaded team. “That was terribly 
disappointing." Back said, “but 
rve got a strong chin. Tve taken 
enough knocks.” 

This season Back, at 5ft lOin 
an inch or two taller than Robin- 
son, has built himself up to 14 



Nell Back, Leicester’s flanker 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


and a half stone, putting on 121b. 
He worked with a personal fit- 
ness adviser on a 12-week pro- 
gramme. “I wanted to become 
more powerful but it was more 
of a psychological thing to make 
the selectors think I was bigger 
and better. In fact I'm not the 
fittest Fve ever been.’’ 

If that curious blond mane (a 
cross between a floppy wedge 
and an Eton cut - the man to 
blame is his elder brother Ian, 
a hair stylist) has been less in 
evidence this season it is per- 
haps down to the Leicester 
style and more responsibility at 
work. Back, who is 27, heads a 
team of 12 as a personal pen- 
sions supervisor. “The balanc- 
ing act between work and play 
is becoming very tough. Tve got 
five good years left in rugby. 1 
still want to play for England 
and Leicester and when that’s 
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over I want to concentrate on 
my job." 

He has doI yet signed with 
Leicester, whom he joined in 
1990, and has had offers from 
other clubs. “I love Leicester 
and that’s where I want to play. 
I want a contract that will en- 
able me lo give 100 per ccnL 
Leicester are not getting 100 per 
cent of my potential if you 
know what 1 mean. 1 hope my 
employers can give me a posi- 
tion which will allow me to de- 
vote more time to the game." 

Today a forward called Back 
promises to “throw everything 
at it". “It's a huge opportunity 
to show the world what wc can 
do. A more Quid game would 
suit me and that's exactly how 
we train. It’s going lo be very 
physical, vciy ferocious, very fast 
anci veiy close." 

Tim Glover 
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sport 


RACING: This weekend’s first Classics of the season create opportunities for revenge as old allies become adversaries 


Cecil in shape to storm back 


At Warren Place, the lofty sta- 
bles of Hemy Cecil, they run up 
the family ensign whenever a 
Group winner returns home. At 
Newmarket racecourse this af- 
ternoon. the trainer, metaphor- 
ically at least, will raise two 
fingers if Storm Trooper man- 
ages to capture the 2.000 
Guineas. 

Victory per sc will not cheer 
Cecil. His joy will come from 
seeing, one bearded face among 
the r anks of the vanquished, the 
features that belong to Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid A1 
Makloum. 

It is now seven months since 
the most successful trainer- 
owner partnership in modem 
racing was severed. Cecil and 
the Sheikh are both too opin- 
ionated to melt into a harmo- 
nious relationship, but both 
could stand the other as the re- 
sults spewed out incessantly. Bui 
then, last year, came reports that 
the owner was displeased by the 
input of Cecil's wife. Natalie, 
and, terminally, there was dis- 
agreement over the condition of 
a horse that was being prepared 
for .Ascot's Royal Lodge Stakes. 

Sheikh Mohammed sent over 
a convoy of boxes to collect his 
35 magnificently bred horses 
and as Cedi watched the vehi- 
cles leave it must have been like 
seeing bullion trucks disap- 
pearing over the horizon. 

The circle is completed this 
afternoon when the colt that 
caused the final fissure in the 
partnership. Mark Of Esteem, 
lines up as one of the more pa- 
tent challengers to Storm 
Trooper. 

Mark Of Esteem has win- 
tered in Dubai as a member of 
the Sheikh's Godolphin team 
and when he stepped off the 


Richard Edmondson on the renewed 
zest of a 10-times champion trainer 


aeroplane ramp in Britain this would be ra 
week his well-being was pal pa- having your 
ble. But then Cecil does not school in aw 
look too bad himself. mink?" 

The loss of u principal own- But Cecil 
er could have sent the trainer a sLone in w 
into a ruinous spiral, but, at 53. thinking of ■ 
he looks as presentable as he to be in the I 
has for many years. The words to combat tl 
alcohol and cigarettes are qo sis of his caj 
longer scribbled on the shop- Henry Ri< 

ping list. cil certainly 

Cecil did not mind A drop in mg it easy fi 

his younger s 

days, and his ._ 

present absti- Every yea r you 
have been have something 

the drinking tO prOV6. I lti 
career of his .... 

twin brother, ambitious ana 

David, who , , . 

fought a bame f want to stay 

with the bottle . . • , 

in which, for near the top 

some time, he 

looked like fin- 
ishing runner-up. The dreadful fracture at ' 
weed has also gone, which must now he musi 
have been quite a sacrifice for ceed without 
a man who for many years partner, 
looked as though be had been “People i 
born with six digits. can live wit 

“I haven't drunk for about hammed," i 
two and a half years and 1 gave want to com 
up smoking over a year ago," he that but ev* 
said this week. “I went from rig- something t 
ars to Playeis to Silk Cut, about ambitious a 
41) or 50 a day. to nothing. somewhere r 
"1 was in my study doing to prove tha 
some work, smoking a cigarette owners too.' 
and Jake [his two-year-old son] As his oth 
came crawling in. I'm old Lord Howai 
enough to be his grandfather owns chunk: 
anyway and I thought it might Wafic Said 
be a bit selfish to carry on. k prince ; Kh; 


would be rather embarrassing 
having your father coming to 
school in a wheelchair, don't you 
think?" 

But Cecil, who has also lost 
a SLone in weight, was not just 
thinking of others. He wanted 
to be in the best physical shape 
to combat the second large cri- 
sis of his career. 

Henry Richard Amherst Ce- 
cil certainly does not like mak- 
ing it easy for himself. Several 
years ago he 


split from his 
ar VOU first wife Julie, 

, . a formidable 

lething but hugely 

popular figure 
im in Newmarket, 

and remarried 

5 ana » 

younger 

St a y woman. There 

^ were almost 

tOP boos on the 

r gallops. He 

survived that 
fracture at Warren Place and 
now he must prove he can suc- 
ceed without another long-term 
partner. 

“People are wondering if 1 
can live without Sheikh Mo- 
hammed," he said. “I don't 
want to comment too much on 
that but every year you have 
something to prove. I'm quite 
ambitious and I want to stay 
somewhere near the top. I'd like 
to pruve that to my remaining 
owners too." 

As his other patrons include 
Lord Howard tie Walden, who 
owns chunks of the West End, 
Wafic Said and the Saudi 
prince ; Khalid Abdullah, it 


seems unlikely Cecil will im* 

mincnlly be spotted rattling a tin 
outside our racecourses. 

But Sheikh Mohammed is 
the owner everyone remembers 
and he is a personality chat Ce- 
cil himself can hardly ignore ei- 
ther. When he rises every 
morning the trainer cannot fail 
to notice the edifice next door, 
a huge, well-scrubbed trading 
estate number of a building, 
which is the Maktoums" home 
in Newmarket. The grilles on 
the impressive front gate have 
been filled in to frustrate pry- 
ers. 

Dubai's royal family are in- 
frequent visitors, but rumours 
about the place are plentiful. 
The walls are said to extend 10ft 
underground and local chat has 
it that several keys are needed 
to get in, the last boh being ac- 
tivated from Dubai itself. 

Cecil, it seems, has been 
concentrating less on these 
quarters than the remainder of 
his string this spring. Warren 
Place has got off to an unusu- 
ally quick start, and its master 
has been in unusually good 
spirits. 

Work mornings have had a 
pleasant symmetry about them. 
A posse of dark horses comes 
over the brim of Warren Hill fol- 
lowed, in great pulp cowboy 
movie tradition, by one flashing 
figure on a white steed. This is 
Cecil on the milky Impresario, 
a former Grade A showjumper 
who has been downgraded to 
the station of “the grey hack". 
Vehicle apart, the trainer is 
not hard to find, sporting his 
suede boots with blue lassies 
flicking in the wind, and a 
mushroom cap in the style once 
worn by the Rubefies. 

Where Cecil goes a crowd in- 



Cecil: ambition umfimmed Photograph: George Selwyn 


variably collects and he is as' 
busy supervising the visitors as 
his own echelon on work morn- 
ings. This equine shepherding 
performance reminds of the 
bobby on the white horse at the 
first Wembley Cup FinaL 
As (he line thundeis past, Ce- 
cil shouts out individual names 
followed, usually, by an ambi- 


Mark Of Esteem poised to 
exploit the Alhaarth hype 


Sham pain on ice 
as favourite falters 


GREG WOOD 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


When it comes to raring, the 
senses are not equal. For some 
unfortunate reason (and greed 
and gullibility are among the 
likely explanations) people are 
happier to trust their ears rather 
than their eyes. 

A perfect example has come 
in recent days following re- 
ports that Alhaarth. this after- 
noon's 2,000 Guineas favourite, 
has been sweeping up the Lara- 
boum gallops like a summer 
bush fire. Reaction to this work 
was such that many who saw the 
colt lose his unbeaten record in 
the Craven Stakes will have up- 
ended their waslepaper baskets 
and erected the iruniog board 
to revive their winter ante-post 
vouchers. 

Alhaarth. once again, seems 
to be a flying machine, despite 
the one piece of evidence we 
witnessed at Newmarket last 
month. On that day. Dick 
Hem's colt did not seem to be 
the most tractable of partners 
for Willie Carson and looked 
quite pedestrian when passed by 
Beauchamp Ring. Since then 
Carson has voiced the belie! that 
Alhaarth, the champion juve- 
nile, may have been at his peak 
as a two-year-old and others 
have now caught him up. that 
his best days are already in the 
photograph album. 

NEWMARKET 


However, anecdotal testi- 
mony from the trial grounds has 
forced Alhaarth back into short- 
priced favouritism. To help him. 
the colt has a pacemaker in 
Masehaab, which appears fur- 
ther admission he is not the 
great horse once predicted. 
The pantheon of racing's won- 
ders does not have an annex for 
their outriders. Alhaarth, with- 
out doubL is dire value. 

Mure worthy of consideration 
is his Craven Stakes conqueror, 
Beauchamp King, who is being 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Mark Of Esteem 
(Newmarket 3.45) 

NB: Blue Iris 
(Newmarket 4.20) 

driven out to almost each-way 
level, it is an incongruity of this 
grey that while he has been win- 
ning his lost five races nobody 
has thought he was any good. 
Even his trainer. John Dunlop, 
considered him to be almost a 
stone hdnw the highest level last 
year. Beauchamp King seems 
likely to g. • close, though the 
eclipse of the Craven third. 
Polaris Flight, in the Premio 
Parioli (Italian 2,000 Guineas) 
on Sunday is a little worrying. 

Beauchamp King was just in 
front of Storm Trooper at As- 
cot last season and the latter's 
trainer. Henry Cecil, entertains 


thoughts of revenge. “La st year 
he was very weak and at Ascot 
the ground was very testing 
and he couldn't go on it at all" 
he said this week. “On foster 
ground and with normal im- 
provement we might be able to 
give him [Beauchamp King] a 
race." 

Storm Trooper, it must be 
said, became a consideration for 
the Classic almost as an after- 
thought. Before be won at the 
Craven meeting he was virtually 
an unknown among the betting 
public. 

Barry Hills’s Royal Applause 
is a threat if he stays, but that 
if is the size of the letters that 
depict Hollywood in the Cali- 
fornian bills. DanehiU Dancer 
also has his supporters, but 
worthy as the winner of the 
Greenham Stakes (a poor 
provider of subsequent Guineas 
winners) appears to be, it will 
be a disappointment if he is the 
cream of the Classic generation. 
While visitors to the Ruwley 
Mile will be cupping Bovril in 
their hands today, Danehill 
Dancer's owner, Michael Thbor, 
will be sipping mint juleps as he 
watches other members of his 
string at Louisville in the Ken- 
tucky Derby. 

Of the fancied horses we are 
left with. MARK OF ESTEEM 
(nap 3.45) was with Cecil last 
year until Sheikh Mohammed’s 
trucks pulled up. At the time be 


was considered just about the 

best Warren Place had to offer. Bosra Sham, favourite for the 
This coll is just a neck behind 1,000 Guineas since before 
Alhaarth on last year's form and Christmas and kuigodds-oa for 
has subsequently spent a win- the past two weeks, is only an 
ler under a parasol in the Gulf, even-money chance just to 
Team Godolphin again proved reach (he starting stalls after ag- 
yesterday that a long flight gravating a minor foot injury m 
from Dubai had not upset their her final pre-Classic gallop on 


constitution when Mick's Love 
won the Newmarket Stakes. 

It is no secret that Mick’s 
Love and Mark Of Esteem 
were not considered to be in the 
same Emirate by Godolphin. 
The nearest they got to each 
otherwas in the dictionary and 
with his team once again bub- 
bling it seems senseless ro 
desert their captain. 

Tomorrow's 1.000 Guineas is 
messy following the return of 
Bosra Sham's foot problems. 
Some would argue the filly 
could win the Classic with one 
leg in a plaster cast, but whether 
she runs at all will not be known 
until shortly before the race. 

Her absence would serious- 
ly devalue the event but it will 
hardly have winning connec- 
tions waiting in anguish. They 
may again he the band that has 
just unpacked as Bint Shadayid. 
the filly who looks as though she 
has swallowed a wardrobe full 
of co a th angers, is the form 
choice for Godolphin on her 
second to Bosra Sham in last 
September's Fillies Mile at As- 
cot. 


Thursday. Henry Cedi, her 
trainer, may wait until “10 min- 
utes before th<ty go to post" be- 
fore committing his filly to 
tomorrow’s contest 
“She worked britiiantty," Ce- 
di said yesterday, “she really has 
come on a k>L But earlier on this 
morning she was actually lame. 
We re-did her foot, and tty 
lunchtime she was sound, so it 
is just a question of keeping her 
sound. She has done her work. 

“She will be given ice packs 
to lake the soreness out and we 
could even use laser, but I will 
be guided by professional peo- 
ple. We've still got two days.” 
Punters should be warned 
that bets struck on runncis oth- 
er than Bosra Sham after yes- 
terday's declaration deadline 
will be subject to a Rule 4 cut 
of up to 70 per cent if she does 
not run. An alternative is Lad- 
brokes' list without Bosra Sham, 
which offers: 7-4 Bint SalsahiL 
5-2 Bint Shadayid, 7-1 Dance 
Sequence, Honest Guest and 
My Branch, 14-1 Matiya. 20-1 
Maid For The Hills & My 
Melody Parkes, 25-1 bar. 


There were two late jockey 
changes in the 1,000 Guineas 
yesterday. Frankie Dettori will 
ride Bint Shadayid for Godol- 
phin, with David Harrison, tak- 
ing over on Maid For The Hills 
and Gary Carter aboard Pa- 
pering. 

The fillies' Guineas w31 be 
the feature race on the first Sun- 
day cards of 1996 (Salisbury also 
races tomorrow). The high- 
street bookmakers, who 
moaned loudly about lack of in- 
terest from punters bst year, will 
begin the new Sunday season in 
a more positive mood, with the 
Big Three firms opening almost 
all of their outlets, and most in- 
dependent shops also ready to 
chase business. Whether a trip 
to the betting shop on Sunday 
basyet become an accepted part 
of the British weekend - not 
least on the day when the Pre- 
miership reaches its climax - re- 
mains to be seen. 

Dettori got the Godolphin or- 
ganisation's new campaign off 
to an ideal start in the New- 
market Stakes yesterday, and his 
loyal followers in the nation's 
shops were rewarded with 5-J 
about Midi's Love, who may 
now enter the Derby reckoning. 
He is 16-1 with HOls for the Ep- 
som Classic, though the Prix de 
Jockey-Club (French Derby) is 
ao alternative. 

Dettori also rode Moonsheli, 
the 1995 Oaks winner, but she 
was tailed off in the Jockey Chib 
Stakes and has been retired. 
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■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pal Eddety - I'M wmiJCJS, rains. * i ' L IteUori 
-■omnium. I'Cnilr. u Wi W KSmtubani - Sf I rf.ta. H.lWv; 
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BUNKERED FIRST TOMB; Mum?. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: N.*c „ 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Uoauemu l.foO| fus iWttr suit! - - m0rsmnU.ut.da- 
' fell's Pii tfurrl suilik 1 ui Dti’Wi 

MAYER PARRY STAKES (CLASS .C) £8jS00 added 3YO 
lm 4f 

t 1- DUSHMWOinUSW P98| jh AtttSata H Cart 

^ l LALLANS (8) (IB '.Slv*n MonanroL M WwviOR 90 

3 M SAMRAAH (USA) {2S) iKM 1 LXirtwRO L 

-3 (teetered - 

SETTtNG: 4-fi DndiyantOT, 2-1 Bremen, 5-1 INUOS 

1SS5: Tam-K* 3 6 13 L Denorf 4-5 J Comu.l a -*p 

[ QO C l CITROEN FLEET MAIDEN SHAKES (CLASS D) I (M 

[2^5] added 2Y0 5f I— -I 

l ABOU ZDUZ (USA) IWflDt Sad D Letts' ^ nTSSf 

r auwuomu# 

3 HAMAD iMawour Al MJaoufnj B His 9 ' V f 

' HHWTS BOY rtjOtscto*. M 90- -■-•••—■ 

5 PROIAHAS BAY '"nw CarnKru Parvus*!^ T 9 0 -■ — 

C PUZZLaOIT [MrcCE Bnearl C anfflm 90 — ; 

> TAUFAN HOOKE IH tttTOi. H Haw. 90... 111^^8*6 

_ j tiictand ■ 

8E7TWC: 7-4 Aina Tun, 3-1 Hamati. JW Bond 1 *4 M Ta+O UeeUa. 8-1 resucwrt, jmb's 
Bojr. 66-1 PiMans Bay 

1M5: Luor> uonel 2 S 0 R Dane* S-l « HuriWl G ran 

form qucde 

Rfcftam Hannon sa luwerHe raoas this season wd iert c *±}~' :zW - 

«* cwresooridma eiwn 12 morara agn- D« Martwid^' ^ handle ITUs ine saWes Tao- 
Rnokta a 35X>0.?gris yearling and half-brother 10 «hme HawaH. a 

Green Desert colt, has been 0Mte •*> 0,1 tfte - * atwps * *i3!*L *** lwo ' ' ea, ‘ 

oW race at Sandonn eisn days ago Satwtrei. AflOll ZOU2L retuned 10 be 

at*: to 01 a hn and is out 0/3 half -Jester to FWCe Sabo ana MUtvaiK. ft? an >Xit"igrM 
<k a yeaning ana was later resold for 110.003 dolats. Seieebon: A60u iOUZ 


Vricl TORCH MOTOR POUCiES AT LLOYDS RATED F753T1 
HANDICAP CLASS B) £1S>000 added lm 2f ) 

1 uuz:- BETTHtWTER pi6) (0) (Mra Weroj' Saner! 0 Havnocl A 3 1 A Ctak 14 

2 101032 VBIZEN (354) (C) (5ae£0 Manara} D tana 4 3 5 LMMI 

3 4W4O0- WnuncUBQI8HVaaNCBBnan4 90 — BDojfel 

i 11000 ; SPECIAL DAWN (26) (CO) fflF) MfrUftMe HJbrff) J DuUap 6 8 13 MEddny S 

5 OSUE-O MU3MA CM| (TGtHmen PMatoi 5S L3 — — MJNmmXO 

6 3ASCHJ3 HAflDy DANISI pQ (P oet L rtgwv t L Moore 4 B 10 SWNMartliZ 

7 440000 AX LBHnY IU) (S 3 (Baice Marta RHannrn48 ID .T<Mna9 

B 040240- 1ME FM ACnoN (182 ) (Mb G A E S r*ti| M Tanpkns4 8 ID FRobfewmS 

3 2D05OO AMRAKAffiEO (17)631 UTMecai B Hantuy 4 G^8 -W Ryan 7 

W HUM Mr LEARNED FRC0 (19^ (D) (Mra J tooeftu A Hde S8 7 .W Woods 3 

U SU-0 BEHIND DOLST (42) (Dl iThe Queen) Laq HunvDtoi 4 a 7 DHurimU 

12 iWifi tUJOR CHAIKE (19B) (Mis C J FtNeU K Hamai 48 7 Jta» OnWI (3) 6 

lj 021LLU> TOLVlMAMS ao^ B) IWh*, OwrsI^xiH!) M Smuie 4 g 7 IBddU 

la 43220D- BALL 00WK (139) (Cfl) 1 CV Lnea j D Thari SS 7 ... D R HcCaho (3) 13 

tanlm*T. hanitoo aeWtv Wafer Change SB Sn. PotfOama 8R 6b. Bal Gram Bst 46. 
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1996: a*nc 5 8 12 W Canon >1 ID Uouyl 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 
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vear-aid. oratahis in need of the race when ninth of 20 to Royal Philosopher In the Nsw- 
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*no =3" ves! u"jr b-?rcn; o<' an ouhng b Beyond DotdrL — umniui 


Seiectfon: WILCUMA 


(A on DUBAt Racing club palace house stakes r** ■ 
l^ gu l (CLASS A) (Group 3) £31000 added 5f r " -'l 

1 -«T1UV tEVBI GOLF ROSE (189) (C Df (Hser Rmg CUi 9 T J Na^aon ^ 9 3 _FHl EddHy 6 

: 1000-35 COOL IAS (18) i^aeed Uraa C BUtQr. 5 91 JMJNnml 

j 113S»3 SntUGOSt (IB) tD) rsr Amsai. LLoya Wy* 0 a 1 D Lobe* 4 9 L-- H Mates B 

-> 13C200- uWADOO OS2) ICO) (F lyta-ley) t4s8 L SdOS 6 8 RCMmU 

5 J6426-5 YA MKLAH (35) iD) Jane) J Payne 5 8 12 BUmml 

6 25126:- DOUBLE (2X9} (Cm i2na Mrtkftin Psmra?>pi M »>etui 4 $ 9...J Wewar 9 

i la-JiJ-a BtSYO«»«p^p)'C»»olpr»aj SaeecbnSiroor4B9 LDettah 10 
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10-1 Stragtfer. 12-2 othen 
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FORM CUBE 

MESTUmiE MAOCi went froir. strength to strensh as a juvenile and gaduotad from sellers 
(o Listed company, hts ft* victortes mduded the Harry Ho9eoeiy at Ayrv. Western meeang 
anu he wound jp -.vith a secom m tne Grout) Three Oonwaihs Stakes at Ascot Although 
looking m need or tire -luhung, Mk)( Easterty? njvtar txriled r> by more lhan three lengths 
at Haydoci' tour vreehs ma bszad race won by Mmo Games before he went on to land 
Ms a year ago. Haw Golf Rosa scared eitfit thnes in 1995. nckidng tne twig Gooisb 
5tai*3 a; Gaodwcod and 3* Pttz de rAbbaye it^ two and a half ten0ftsj at Longchanp m 
OacAer. StK had a galop after racing at Newtauty dm weeks ago and, atthtxjgh thouffit 
Utedy to improve lor this, should go close. Evenhtgreiforraanoa la lergm rumern^ m trss 
last veer!. Eaw option and Cool Jaafrsshed IhrL fourth and Bewertrirf 12 rtfK tenecnarnp 
race Seteottafu WtSTGATF MAGIC 


[ 4-50 1 LADBR0KES HANDICAP (CLASS C) £30,000 
I I added 6f i 
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12 003-534 msfZflW fWs C Robrswi) H Johnston 4 9 1 1 WraMrl2 

13 OOOG62 fflHfraawrp^IWiCWdffidWdsOTjMDtasdSia W Woods 34 

14 lOftOOO SADDIBttVE (USA) (14) ID) Otewi Shmt T D Bamn 7 B 12 KDartsyU 

15 000002 5M J0ET OJSA) (mD) A GSlnt^PMspry 7 8 12 S Dram (3) 8 

16 438030 TAFWWUS US) (D) Wo0» KcWrrU M POI0J58 48 U DIMM? 

17 40 rn MtSIZRJDISOHH(0(D)®)bfitioraSRH)i^S 78 11 RCochmmJX 

18 000350- BAWL (ISA) 083(0) (tettr BadMl M Usher 788 R Street IS 

19 654-3&0 H0KT3BQWT Cl® lf*s Vearteyt L Cuuxe 485 WCmmSV 

20 500500- THATOS1EUA (189) (D) (J H 0 C&vpdl 5 8 3 BDnmi8 

21 2022-01 Snffra>(14(D)(EabUQDw«B«ratet^nfcaBjKWBBBt947l3 MN*b4 

22 0606-6 U WBAMfiaif&fcfiAl Homed) R Hanoi 3 7 10 | E Badnnl 2 

23 4006D-5 BOW SAVAGE (8)08 (Die SkpraelaiieiWMussan 87 jo -FNortaoa 

24 00O0M HUM GUMf (R) (M J BaBsat) N Bjpoft 5 7 1J3. JIVMw(3)l 

AStSnim «e(g* ftrXML la Unsari Tat Stt. Gocm Sava& m 9IX flfcft Sew « 66. 

BEIIMS: 8-1 MbterJatseaffta Be Hracr flog, 9-1 ReactiMt, 12-1 CiaBarea Lad, Jrewnrae,TMcft- 
eMM. 1W Mactsrarat, Bock Sy^rtwny, Sr Joey, TBra, 0-1 SelpMHW. adM.20-lettas 
1995: Seseeda 5 9 3 Ereia Otkmnan 20-1 (W CGcnnani 21 ran 
FORM RUDE 

GO HEVBt GOLF, half -brother to Never Golf Rose, has a favoured hgh draw aid, wm Pat 
Edday boohed, can lead home on cavalry charge ewn if he hasn’t raced stnoe August. He 
won two of ha test three starts m 1995. at Wohier h ampran and at Chester. Settwurtal. 
i^ draw when deed^iewng n«ft suoseqiiera scorer LaWtir^ « a ftted of K at Kempaai 
fou- weeakbagp. had (Aster Joteon. Koattenet and sir Joey Wivdsittes last year) at 
fourth, fifth and 11®. Mister Jofeon. who (hushed strongly from a poor draw at Ken^xon, 
stormed home by a couple of teng®s from Sir Joey (6B> Detail at Sandown last weeft - 
Gom Savage and Rock Symphony tern and scan a! 17. On 21b better terms. Mister Ja- 
son can turn around Kernpron form with Setgneunal, and can content Sandown running. 
TBer. CecBoica Lad and French Grit fourth, fifth and so® of a big fteM behrod Supra 
Benz at ftpon. should awmbe prominent -together wah Sm we d o luartner of m»s In 19951 
and Penyatan View. Setoettoo: GO HEVBt golf 

5 ^ 20 1 ^J^ ENHAM WRK STAKES (CLASS O LBjOQQ added 

1 511111- CAP JUUJCA (211) (C) (DHUatm Myevi R Cnaren 4 9 10 flluwwi 

2 221210- TMASHMN (223) Mrs Jams McAkten lFan®an4Sl3 OHraiwonS 

3 5GD65C- OJAfi OH) (28Sj vT Long J Jartvre 7 8 10 I Fortran 2 

4 2246-42. FUH) (USA) (14) (D) Oafo Hatred be WaUMil HCedS 810. ..PacEddonB 

5 1/11300 IMJRAiM (USA) (14) (D| iHuncan A MaRkuni P VWuyn 1 8 lij . _» Carsaa 4 

6 31226- SANOOS&L (USA) (104) MaMOb/n A 1 UAujund M Sduu 4 B 10 JFtwdB 

> 340- TC9MNft)SA}(371J(D)fM Isborl NChbgfandB IQ J4 J Ktane 7 

8 11220-4 JtSML{3a)(C)(GaQdphn)SaeedimSimor48 5... iDatua 

-Bdadarid- 

BETTIMG: V4 (tep JBtaou 7-2.Jurte, &-1 Saaoosae, HoriiL S-l Dneahaan, Mraa#!, 25-1 often 
1895: Baron Ferenend 5 90 Pat Eddery 2 X(RChstlon.i i. ran 
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^000 GUMEHS SlAKKJClAgAl [^] 
isooOO 3Y0 edits & flffles Int tAJ 


HU15 ALHMRnmfi) B 

Rbyte One. iwite w 

mu -1 - 

av«& Back noop. urne cap 

22115- Mn«Wqa*IrtUSUnf»iftlM**^ 


jeaBSSssaass!^ -r*“ 
jrst^ t s!sssssx^^-fi^* 

n and MMe (RoMW, sleetes re*ra»i fta** 1 Bk* can . 

■KCW)«WRKeftteJSMrertPCae90 

rn-rana 


9 12-1 .KOrateyU 

U0*Bh*.- Draft Bkie armlets. Draft SMB tap 

U 1111- ftOSM-APPLAUU (20) [q »felon*nW B HfcRO JlMMl 

fiftiffa MTlttfr CftCVflW [fffic £Mu& p*y 

u 52121 SHWnMS»(W(W(q(0)fiweWS3lW'HCea9O.ltefeM««yia 

12 41221-5 ‘nwantftTlIBOeEtin^^ffum^weBPattreiihCi B Mmren9P.JII» igiii 7 

Mstroa Grsypfofo dhraana Mroon sleeves, Grey OBmwndS. M3n»n c»ft Oer 

13 62136-3 WORLD PRBhER{U)WnCBnB>rMCEknn 90 * Do *"l 

SrOMin and Qwrme iSamorxH. Brown stewwarafeap 
-Udndwed- 

"TTITT T - T ' *' ° — i » - i,IM 

Ttefow 124 DmmM Bracra, Mm DUm*, SK eOm% 

MBS Penmhatrp 3 B 0T2HM9-2 9> fttee. Ffl 11 ran 


tkms target for each. If this.is ! 
the beginning of the d«ime for i 
a 10-times champion trainer, & 
man who has won 14 Classics 
within these shores alone, it is 
a fan well camouflaged. “Every 
year is a challenge and Tin cn- ~ 
joying it very much,’* be said “In 
fact I'm enjoying myself more 
now than I have for years." 


There artouid be a (HteremdMwfiomAUlAARni here man when down by 
Wng m the Craven end h« a ipecfod m awenge that neck defeat - to prorate 
vfotny In ttes far Dick Hem wd WHe Canon They teemed up witn Masatwan ilQW). 

wWethaM»irahMvwnfcwflhBrow>wGrarad(19nLAinB awtfodatreriwiid* Bftw 

mwv RteNttR unbeaten RatTfireraoes. waudfonmo 

n ODncMMr and ihe DOwtunLiwe. The unftiwein n(t tsanr loah Quite n^x ettwroot 
m the Creren, He pitted hsnf erafy In a tk**i run race and ius max oea»n w *** 
)ng speed. But with paoantahn Hmlrab » eneure theres no bar^S 
teakmwWbetearunetmichbeger lrt«. BTOwfcer Gcrenl and Nastewn both wtjna 
woiout a preftmnray outing, m Hem must have iw that Amaarrh weuUame> on ror a 
ml And tha oaitwoitod tettendy In e recent plop. Beaucftamp lung 
tune « a wo-ywr-ttt, comptedrig a four-wnra when a tenffh^td a waw w 
for EraraTaa nite RecfoaBnttDoohy at Doneaaer w Ottotw and neaoag pea Strew 
lhMfMr a fotwtrt end a quarter at AacoL Sttnn Trooper came home a most eniwswc 
winner of Ihe Fetfden Stefc-a o»er ■ funong ftgther on thw couree M by Crt yn mee ting 
end Pet EcawyhBs chosen Wm in preference to DeneHB Dene* - Stem Trooperiw 

resents Hemy Cec*. successful with BoftonsH (13751 and woltow U9 Daw^f***®* 
justtBed fovountam-ln (he Greenham on l» tetum, but Amaonh *»" most* 

asineV by mo and a ton tenflns « the Detrfwrst 7?» tw-CK# xraewd fthrttWweere 
ran AlhMth to e nedt wben both made tfuw debuts on the My Course and tw co m- 
fortaMy wndsd the otus et Goodwood on hts only other aat hte has mad e sgw j » 

o«sy iwm a leg ifeunr arfo has wintered n Dubai. R«^ *»*«»• b an^w wtw 
(W ew3Srtw»fo-iw> ettwo. He was SJretdwtghts urfoaftoaiM recotd when stam 

nwMbodbraaMi fbw tenghs n Ota fcteMe <*» » totorep of dw awiftw 
itWpravtauSyaxhotriebya head ftomT UreMev re wd RMge irecwved3«)l imheGntiggc 
However, there Is a touts about tes areuv w Iasi home thts sob mie - he h ojiofnv- 
; ftaMefodyteefowsBasiwittn andtahaB-brtshratDspeeoyt-vncFjinMji- fwwrdtforv 
non, who won tin wlfh Motts Fis (1973). Don’t Ftegat Me and Tirol (1990). is represented 
i* Hegfcnra* , who won the Earera Scares over tha iwinwy at hempton on hisretian 
dnsptta fhdra Dorf® 8 SS 0 S doUX ten getting tne mp. He need to show vast rov 
prowenwit to gst Ino the sheRe-up. however. Ttw Mare Johnston -iason Weaver comfame 
won Mh Mister Beteys In 1994 and Bfloa Diode could iP wei despile tes top m tho 
HcjsB Lodge- The stabte won a Groui Three M the Cura 0 t a woee atjj twin Gothenoerg, 
Old Bjou mndB looted smart vewn wmnng it that grade more on tes 
though runner-up Axford nasrrt booswl tho tonr. smc*. SeledBore ALHAARIH 


f ~: - - ••• ■< • IflBB 87 IB Ml 90 ■>!' 9 2 » Jg_Jg_ 

fr tarftfcrtewwttero ' l'-' 1 JL-JIlJBL Z - 
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asa »1*6- 2-i &i im : a-i M ifri 9-2 

- • : 3 3 1 -12~V S 3 10 21 11 
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I -a Ag ' l PEHTEMPS U000 GUINEAS STAKES (Class A) I C4, I 
e™JGron>i £130,000 added 3YOf»aslm L "J 

1 1101-2 BNrstUML{19)(HmMNMdMuinliDBiMi90 .WCeaoaS 

2 112 SMraiMD«to|GodlfoNMSBHdbnStetn90 L Dated B 

3 U-l KWMSHW PRIM* Sad HCad90 FUEdtoyll 

'4 22214- DANCE SBJUOfCE U Smut* 90 JlfoM2 

S 21*3-3 HONEST GUEST £19} MTwrffw 90 P RttMaaon 3 

8 601D2 RmBtSOftMim HFJrt»mnHoij»«in90 XttofoyU 

T 11-5 MMO FOR TIE HUS (19| |C Etalwri D lodra 9 0 ~~ DltadteoB7 

18 • Via MATTfA B Hancury 9 0 8Mb4 

9 0044 HSSU«BtSH.(lfi) CBm»90 *&>)*« 9 

1 10 321123 «rflWNCT(I1«*:S*98 Ms 90 MMtel 

U 632344 MrMBi)07FMNES(19) 1BW>90 JCtieU 

•12 512- FRPBM LCurenSO. G Crater 10 

13 506- romUQUESEUL 0 tecta* 90 MKGmwett 

-ISdedraed- 

BOTIN& 2-5 Bows Sliran, S-l Bhrt SlteteA T-l BM SbWtayU, 14-1 Dance Sequence, 204 Hoe- 
ettSuoa. 2SlHrDWK*i.3»-l 504 Maid ForTlie Mh, UMaftHterim, 69-lMfrati 
199S Haraje 90 RHBs (W RHeot) 14 tan 


ftetei of tfie tevotaftec 
Wanifo piece fa bettfog 

tleiUrffltoi 


rz’- i , 1 

’ 0 "t ■ -1 

'IM'M *6’. 

.!■ -•■•'00: .8 


4 ": t. ~f 

3 1 1 

1-7 64 46 

6 - 5 13 


fl a 

• 2 'a ' o : 

51 4-1 P-1 
.12. 4 3. 


Vnlitir Mt to tX rtet a ff FawBdritea -El.16. Secoad WwowRea -f£32S 
^a ete a»o*wton^efacedlatai^w^ktMtreoe;70H ~ 

J3bortyHrafcraie*M^ ’ ' 

U rege rt p riwi ri wtetraiilje ManifeBl2-l(1394l ■ ... -■ 


- . .- JDiinBti O)- S^Brt flS90) AS«tofdUg91). - . | 

Top jockay: WNSewtJuin 0) -Muoed BSsa 09883. Hafoof (1982). S^jedab 0993). j 


HADDOCK 

2.00: MITTAZZ, who suyed on 
strongly to beat Kippanoar three 
lengths with the thud II lengths 
adrift on similar going ro this at 
Ludlow last time, can complete a 
hat-trick. Ahoom, also on a three- 
tuner following his six lengths tri- 
umph over Snowy Petrel at 
Uttcoceter, rates the main danger. 
□□□ 

2-Mk SOHRAB, who returned to 
form when muting Outset to 2Vi 
lengths in a competitive handicap 
hurdle at the Am tree Grand Na- 
tional meeting, looks the best op- 
tion. Go-Informal, pulled upon soft 
ground at Punches town last time, 
is an obvious danger on his best 
form, a remark which also applies 
to Treasure Again. - 

con 

HHfc FLUNG INSTRUCTOR, who 
came from □ long way back to heat 
Dreams End f61b better off today) 
In good style at Ascot a month ago, 
is improving and can confirm me 
platings. Fourth la Line may pre- 
fer softer ground. 

NEWMARKET 

3.05: HARDY DANCER, P/* 
lengths third to Hazard A Guess 
and Special Dawn (lib worse off) 
in Kempton's Rosebery Handicap 
on Easter Monday, will prefer th^c 
foster ground. 


HYPERION’S 


3-45: BEAUCHAMP KING, who 
beat Alhaaith a neck in the Craven 
Stakes over course and distance, 
looks sure to give a good account 
of himself. Alhaarth, who beat re- 
cent Gree nham Stakes winner 
DasehiU Dancer comfortably in the 
Dewhurst Stakes here last autumn, 
may be fitter this time though, and 
a a big danger. SLorta TTOoper, who 
showed speed and clocked a smart 
time when winning the nine-furtaug 
Feilden Stakes at Newmarket, tools 
the best each-way bee 

ODU 

*20: EASY OPTION, who put up 

some smart performances last year, 
would be sui ted by rain. JSever Golf 
Bose rates the main threat 

□CO 

On fast ground JAYANNPEE 
has a fine chance. He is 5H> lower 
ui the handicap than when a dose 
litird in the Stewart^ Cup at Ciood- 
wood last year. TBasy Sandown win- 
ner Mister JofcoR h the danger. 
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2JQ0 Mutaxz 
Z30 Sohrab 
34)0 Flylrg Instr uc tor 


HYPERION 
3-30 TUBymurry WFf 
4 j 05 Tbnys Gift 
4.35 Praam Ride 


GOING: Good, 

H bdUiend njcr-c frith L , y l -— j.— — -iwnanfla mvnraa 
■ KarcaxEK fa nwinitfiHl “ASM >nd M6. Ntvrtor station JJm. ADMISSION: Camay 
lte>im *"***' (QAft > hdr-price in l^tBsabudNenonSra^ 
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U ' rtrmm . *•* moat, 2 o^j%, -sosss. 


225™® *S£®? HELL NOOK handicap 
W® 0L£ (CLASS B] £12,500 added 4YD 2m 

1P ° 1 5 SSmf 3)ntBF>C 

■131012 aMNEBMED^ED^SQlaiOT, 


D) (BfHRTocsh) NHardBomUJll IRUwm^ 

Wjw 


(108. 


001531 


*Sw>Mn «etfe Iflst 
BEmHfc 11-4 
12-1 Frinrtal, 14-1 
IMS Zaxoon 4 10 6 W 
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58 "*' “•* • 

aaaggigawjwfi..*^ 
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fteaan Apm on CMKrtem form, 0 *xgn flib a tHarem gaud and hrt snee 
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i BrofretosK 0wy«M5,aM 


a «i ten or mxa w* **> « «ob oct » 

M o> b up b toe tnk attef smriefoadB h 
• ft* At /as aewned anri a atm up mn on toe Ra 12 trip ago «■ tent M an on Nm. Mwu 

s a Mh fn-gund is* « Musa iterate a Lrtoa and Wincanm Jfc vicdlfeMtitfcnyCEal 

off ldJbcAerb"*iSte! atettuMTiuitflteife tenet Paddy* RsuncntHs cute. He vagn- 

^ lhP ' la3 ^ Kmnpttn artnmatfe. (m ffie axil t*<a hts day no» <*P murg tragi. 

fcwts of wt/tjK a Saaaams a Cfctontam Bttf» is m. A «s-ri*nt mstafe wutftrt fmaMpeo 
oil a nun to M mte « m ha fame. SriaOun ra» toe tow <n da Vtaoc Ludmm tee m Fteu- 
®y, jst ® 2**oan <M pnx to *mnng too hs yur. The tEtsrgruid heipea Enron. as i state So- 

the 11 * ft|$eriangifer tMVWwtvton.'toriatena afewner Hgfi. 


fyonl CROWTHER HOMES LONS DISTANCE HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £12,500 added 2m 7f 110yds 

1 3S11& GJ~TOR3IBHAL-(Ifl)(RGMaafai) JJefastii5110 

2 1 P 12 CP TOUGN NUKET 08) (Mtoin Canfi E Atom 9 11 0 

3 244202 JOTB (CMfl (3T)(Bfl (down rtefiMtinS&O US DNet**m 5110 HlkMMde 

4 215202 SOMW(36)0*aJom»netaRh}MN>8llO .uXMaade 

5 0PB3U SWSUWffiraOTTOmonSMtoatfOrtTtararfillo StYjpae 

6 2P-312Q TH81SURE AfiAM (37) (BO QOtaH^Oqmi Ms Maria Jons 7110 J)Bjrao 

-Sdeotmf- 

BCmMto #-* Sm SorW. 0-1 SafanA 7-3 JtoHb, 41 Cri-krifcnMi, 7-1 Hamm Afipto, 25-1 finU- 
39*5: Genel G 10 13 C Ueactyn 11-2 IN T-Deto*} 8 nr 

^«»wn h hanftaqs ncendK 9m 

on(r m Hi fuopetf a aone me 
■Am B*«1g 20«> to Jranf* Crow. 
I* has w» on the ttm 0 nm 
d PiKhettMi ThMW» AtfM 
i *a laser gaum at Araee Ttis part 
■WMIh Uocondn lop Spsi) an UJb 
ttc^a. Sahafc b mu b/ 
Mwstoeeectmlu 
SUN SURFER 
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13 PQ2Q23 

14 34ncu 

15 036311 

16 4LO«23 
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19 315034 
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CROWTHER HOMES SWWTON HANDICAP BUR-, 

DUE (CLASS A) (Grade 3) £35,000 added 2m 

14»AWO430ra^iftw5Pl»Wier912O-— 

OH SO RJSW ps) (D} fTIW Cti So Bay SfMkaMl ti Qseofli 9 13 13 . 

CHEFU651B>|iq(CS}$SM«T138r7U10 
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raum K uc 09 n* (HQ e ientoBdt j 8 10 30„ 
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mjpjOBFjUDwriHOeailLtonsGlor Gantoey 

®*-(USA) f371 (^(CCcttrjQ Samcc 5 10 7 JAItoCanhy 

PAUCEWSW«WCT«7««W^4W*ra:i':0 7 fitted* 

(T G Pace) P Owen B10 7 SI 

pCOWIUS'UdDPWHaerfilOA — »i 

StMZ04l{D)(GWttoM MxNMse3i4By610a PHU» 
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IAMCASHAN (14) (D) {AfflGnxeTiinWQ A jaw 6 10 0 DBpw 

DOM IK m 09 Pt U Howd jgrnm^ J HMad Mraan 7 id 0 . 
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CROWTHER HOMES NEW FLORIDA HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £ 7,000 added 2m 4f Penalty value £4,993 

1 XX34P-? ROS1YRK1 (34| ^ U Pny Uxa 6 U M ^JfiDHnMMdy 

2 600000 ATDU1AU (1£1 (Ot (pfe Lx Pyoe (Thimirjsnicu LU) L Ur(J) 8 11 ID fPemCV 

3 033532 WBlE¥flUCWfl^tHNwmMoU»!iWy7U8 UrKHItetfAM P) * 

i asn-m wmow mi tq to !G & rjrwn k «« miw 9u: ND-n* 

5 32313? UNCU:ia9lf|2»m(IVtoM5eMlCn«d6110 ARocteW 

6 Wn-61 6R0USBHN (26) tAiwOibtl Ua H Hn04 10 10 B itoJSdta^pJB 

7 Mfi-OK ERCWJLE (17) p line S«« fauiechw N QaHm? 6 10 J .CUemayn 

S 3^5152 7UUaMKrra?(n0naNMtsonMrJHAte)JMtetow51O4. 

9 2112 31 WWM1TE(T) fFtee|lteM£lMflJor»i&100.M- 

10 400620 PEHDEAN (7} 'K’v. iwros waans: D Budrl & 10 0- 

-IQ iiufui - 

Mrarom »e<«c Its. 7h* fscsfe* Huna** W 12C, Petiyean %t 6a. 

BETTOG M Onmaan. M WMa ***+ M »«» »* Keeay-M MM Mn«r 

TbB, JO-1 MmbMi, 1W otoan. 

iSSS; W0rt%Ctt 7 JO SO R Dww»*13-B MBS H M&O 4 no 

i CRWTHER HOMES EDGE GREEN N0VRES CUIlM W 
DLE (CLASS F) £3^)00 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £2*448 

1 42-3152 _8fc*aPJ 

2 343P6P 
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CROWTHER HOMES DOCK LANE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 


D) £ 4,000 added 2m Penalty Value £3j022 

33310 D«HtDMWroiS0WPJW»m)Mac«5U7_ 


vrr * >■> dbbiu BBC M jpH®F) 10 toontert S C ttiMfl D Md«hc»i 6 11 7 K*M0* 

4bh wwwpflffltFJSaretatftoMemBteweiiA 

500040 cmZBi BA® 0fl| Onto E Atlton 6 11 0^«. APioteer 


«7»iw»aiwto*r.J^»BDiia»rM s ,sccC£ »m»sBCp4a)JPAMrt«i»jPW 

» hs im ten ams. i» been 6 01J6 WABRWCH P7) (BO 6fcs U Barte*! J M *1ferac«i 5 10 9 - 


jarMWIWnn 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 - ... 

-9dHtomi- 

BIW 9-» Onmt Mo, M DtoefthetaM. 3-ltwoe*, 1M MnMle, Anamem 14-1 oteen 
1S9S: LMimote S U 0 R Fanant 3-1 IW R Hem) 6 ran 


064B0P BOOFAia PHOOUCSl PC) (TAswid lot^- SuBJ J EflratK 6 ID 9 , 

■ILAKUOm«tAtrII JLHano4100 

5 SAUELD KM* (38) U G fflvel M bras 4 10 9 


-M Dwyer 
'CHtenjr 


l 


•*r. ?n n 




:T Sunday 



A: 

si'T- 


H* 






iJks. « 

n*V «8 ^ ‘if 



TH 1 RSK 


HYPERION 

2-20 BraveheartaL50 Montrestar Mft Sa<^ ^ 
hawa 3S5 Primo Lara 425 Mutadarra 4J55 8 ar- 
wd Of Hope 



GOING: Co«J. 

STALLS: Round course- tndde; satoshl course - sonheide. 
MKAW ADVANTAGE: High tor 5T* Sf; low tbr 7f * Im. 

■ Lcn-hand morse, level but Quite sharp. 

■Course b*Wof umn cm AA1 . Thhsk utinkin lm. ADUISSION: 
Chdr S 12: Tau*.-waJte SR (OAPa 54); ftraOy Endoaore £3 fQAPs 
si Ms. Accorapnucd unrier-IGs ta*. CAS PABE: ParaSy Endoaura 
S‘J per car IncJudtng four aduhs plua nil ehfldrm; r-imBim^r- f>y» 
RACING 


8 SBCOWMBITLCuDaa385. 

9 60 Stua>eOHMHND(U*RARnstnne365 

10 6 suer PUT (USA] 04 MS JCBd 3 S 5- 

11 4 vaMEZ(£0RQiasa3B5 

12 0- CHDOfUN SOUND «T&8ttrfiy3 80 TVMfaml 

13 SMUrvanUESHfeenSBO 1PM2 

-ISdeetaeed- 

KmNS: >4 Bewtri Preemne, 4-1 Kaaa Afcaaa, SI Seecutewnt, Arp- 
He ftewy, KM, smrt Pley. la-1 tefenac, IM Man 


Teel TtflRSK HUNT CUP (HAM3CAP) (CLASS 
C) £164)00 added lm 


[W 


334-311 HOMO UM 05) (QP HM1E 4 9 13. 
15000-4 CMCWMCXA0QBME5912- 


GHod5 

T Spate 9 

114432 C&£RIM.CUM0DmJLE)raegil RLnptoU 

123440 WE A6M (H) 6* MbJ ttensfen 4 9 9 NKsaMtyS 

005060 N»CmnKr(VSA)0DDWtt*4 9a 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: KandraWaloBr i&55} 
won at Ripon on Saturday, Band Of Hope (4.66) won & P«U»- 
frset on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: None. 


15006-3 IBBUfW<DJMWM496. 
5056&6 MRy0D(CD)MEiCBd595L. 


-II Henry IS) 15 


O Ofi\ MARKET PLACE MEDIAN AUCTION MAD- 
=r¥-i EN STAKES (CLASS F) £4,500 2Y0 5f 


50 BOLBO BOY (IQ M W Eastertv 9 0 
4 BRAVSEART (7) U Channon 9 Q_ 

0 EAOR TO KEASE (15) 1 Beay 9 0. 

4 GRAIE TRIES <BJ E Wfeprifis 9 0 

0 MLEM)BOY(QMWEdEitafa|90.... 
SMOKEYRKMI 0WL«» ] JOT** 90 

TEAR WHItEI ISIs BO 

ACCOUnANCY LEADBI B 8 

GIPSY PROCESS M W Eastflffly B 9_ 

5 HOLLY DRUMHOND ( 2 fi) W Bay 8 9 

THEWffldnONE G OUoyO 8 9 

TOP OF IK FORM II John** 8 9 

-12dedarad- 



560624 UOKMSORAIMBOW p3) )Q BohJon»8 9 4A Day (9 7 

B 113000 WMFUIBB(l)||D|HHnmnPdS»4 OMItaUlO 

10 000060 CASiaROGSEll)03)[D)Rttete691 AMacteyll 

U 121000 SGARABEH (11) [D) S KeOtoMB 8 9 0_Dain Mdtoown 13 

12 024600- SAMRUOR CHAMMY 02S) T BKtetoy 5 8 13 U Bbeh 3B 

13 Mail RMnOWALDHt(7)(CO) D tfctmk 4 8 13 JUeit thnam 2 

14 004442 SOOTY TOW (5) (CO) jarx** 9 8 12 Fljw*(5) 1 

15 643114 HMKWIfWHaRWRftUYgBlZ AOdMeS 

16 000000 5M«aVEnicrA|CD)DaipSHtoBB8 


_CTea*»B4 


17 624830 KARMSAA (3S) (CD) MOepnan687 PHcCato(3)3 

18 000240 V£WBBXXiADp)JD)PbaEGB5 — SSwateaUB 

-lBdadamd- 

BEmHQ: 4-1 Tertkm, 5-1 Mn Lara, 6-1 Coteafial Ctuir, S-l Rwnho 
WaRzer, ID -1 InoM n tf aa r teto aa. Rwna Afirin, 12-1 ettan 


BET1MG: Ur4 Top Of The Form, 4-1 Bmmhee^ 6-1 Onto Hares, 6-1 
MoSy DrmnoaA 6-1 Botora Boy. UL1 £eM * Pto«t 120 «te» 


4J25 


BALDERSBV HANDICAP (CLASS I^£5yl0O 
added 5f 

HERE COMES A STAR 0Q (CD) JDar 8 100 A Ortoana 21 

CALL HE m BU£ (IQ IP) N TmHer B 9 13 MMU 

SAULYSLADEp) (D)CCyw4911 BDa«ato21 

MSDBdMDERdQP) MfflJ RanwJBn591Ulltoail«B 
TOE 9CYMAN (2* W Bofi JoM» 4 9 10u—A 0% (Q 11 

PAID BUNCO (206) (CD) T Bason 5 9 10 ItantogB 

NB7S BON4A0I (229 (CO) M Ctxfe 795 JtoaaltoRMXr 
UUHL BffiT (23) TO P Nntan 4 9 5-Jtonl Dtobte (7) 13 
CHIDWai MIU 0 Q n S BowtsS 9 3 & Itefto A • 8 
BEAU VENTURE (USA) (14) (D| FLea892—RUpptol 

SRXCOTTNE(UB) R WKSAerASU OdsBtoaealO 

GAGAJUU1 00) (D)P Bens 3811— — — GHadSS 

MtMRESDW(7)P)PE«ra3B10 SSanisnlBB 

TENOR CM) (CO) 0F] D IfchoAs 58 9— JUm tomm 4 

AMMSM(77)(D)MteOKatohw4B9 OIMImM 

STGPfBtSOAB ROOST 0Q (CO) 0 NtohoBt 5 S & 

-iFRplUB 

SINB mm 7W BAND 02) W B MdMtn 5 B 6A Cater 2 
NnURALKEV 02) P) □ ttoldn Jen 3S5.^M^12 
ABLESHEHP0Q (D) MVYtetody 4B0lltoan(7}TB 

KA1AB OQ (CQ 0 Ctepman 7 B 0 P Faaawy [5)14 B 

□0MMB15 P03) (P)TEaEMnry480 TW — 2 

MNCM RAMOW (2MJ R M Ormten 3 7 lfU-Ctem** 


BiJ 


1 002303 

2 400000 

3 1<X»00 

4 610000 

5 01234-0 

6 3(45673- 

7 160600 
B 233000 

9 412021 

10 0000® 

11 542060 

12 006360 

13 062242 

14 133320 

15 223321 
IB 000005 

17 2023-00 

18 2000-00 

19 50606-2 

20 635500 

a. 330380- 
22 10460 


Mmufn netfto Ttt nt 7h« ftarttoP M«rNrftw)«Mitaw74t8b. 
BETTMft M hate, Wl CtartodDM, AM ShariB, 83. Hm Qnr A 
SM, Pate Bbano, 124 brddir TMh; 14-lCtel Ha TeWA IB-lrAtea 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
ID 


MDLLGATE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 3YD7f 

00- «UMAAL(220)H'niinnntew90 GCaitorS 

0 BAmesnUK(USA}04)CCM9O AOManlO 

04 BOUMJACOB0QTGBBMV9O MBta»12 

33 omomtusmnajeaso LOramfell 

OO BUMAINPEIB(IOR(nAMfiiOtenii90 TUWInii 1 1 

424- HAMnST»(22QMSlsae90— — JMnKftoeanZ 
2-2 MflNMM(lftRAiimtmt90 H Price 5 


0 NORDIC BfT (DEI* 0Q Ml Olhaman 90 RlteftoS 

0 RAMEAIVfl£(lfi)MBDlTnm(an90 OPnar»P)8 

5 SURF COY 00) W 14^90 MaOtoeenB 

11 443442 CUSSg BEAUTY 0QHHanh8B— ■— - .AMacfc*fl3 

12 OO BKHAMH>aiJESr0B)PHlimB9 BHM4 

13 • 0 ROCKY STROM 02) RWMer 69 <M r*14 

M WWCAlByCFtehuatBfi- nU>7 

-14dadorad- 

BEnilte64HB — awti*>,»4lteteew,aiBaaiJ—fi..mik- 
(Men, AIMmL 141 Ctoeilc BaaatK 2M Mfe» 


COKWDLD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7jB50 
added Tf 

214-0 SHMMRS)(USA)(30) 6*EDuniap41Q0. IIMal 

253015 STORWHirpQWM»aitoto«Y699 OWteeB 

10120-0 qURUBS0D(D)MDaB497 DewrMAUw-7 

111315 RAIOS02) (P)MeLSV*te697 Dlft*)*(3) IS 

036021 BMRIB.OFHOFE(a(D)JLftm496(5U-RlJWto5B 

160000 PBBeOf 7H*AEp03)(C){D)DNichols7 92 

ten nim na ifr 

200800 SOMBDON BOY 06) (D) P DAw B 9 2 RMMdlA 

44130 JOHBL08)nTEeeWy39O -MUtel3 

400000 KNOBBlfflEZE (38) P) M Oemcr 6 8 12 


3-20 


SPRING MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

£5400 added lm 4f 

6- |RCWUesaUP0B)CfttI0li49S HRMnB 

023- ARCUC FANCY (OSA) piQ P Man* 3 8 5 RTMB 

DARK SUM AhUhobna3S5 — MBMnaMwU 

® H4BBET HOUSE (RO (5) C 0|Her 3 8 5 BSnfcell 

0 «®UWMKUBt»(8*C»M385 Rft«tellO 

4-2 RA$SA1HAWA(17)(BH MStOUe3B5-BaeBlW(anw8 
03 |®«ALPRESSUttp3a)MBMIte«lEy385AOteteB8 


12 50-1305 BARRASH 0O (0) P 4 8 7 

13 405500 AUMOTremre {7} 0)706*1111886. 


JIDeeringlB 
ASradanAB 
-IftenhtfU 

1* 003005 mTT)URUDra)(C96NdABhoo5Be « Carter 3 

15 4SI06S tMSHAQ(USA20Q(QMCta(MWg84J > NMteOfi9 

16 0-12008 vmESOMH.03 (0) AHaohen 582 I Stack (3) 2 

-ISdaotored- 

BETTWUWBanilWIhto^W^A**!^ B-l >>“«*• w - s, »' 

THent 10-1 Mto OT Pawtoa, 12-1 QnUwt, 24-1 Mhaia 




HYPERION 

240lrtasdi3iOltos{|340Asd^sU5Chad- 
wicfA Glr«Br^ *45 Mtefcer Dnm» &2D PerelanTS»- 
tics 535 Bente star 6 JS FoxtesJ^d 




GOING: Goud iGood to Fttm tn phwsL 

Lett-hand couree- Run-In 1 70yd. 

■ roitnw 1* SE of town near B501 7. VacaKUr tmfen 
Oewe Kiwi wOotra course. ADMISSION! dub At 5 tW» S12V, 
ToucrvrUs 5 1 OfOAPBS7): Course £3. CAE PARK: FYee. 


SIS 


BUNKERED FIRST TME Wamwfi Ivtooted, 2,40), Star OT 

nnjmiis TN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: la? wM B w»w t&SB) **• >W n 
sp ni jw mfles by N l^mnaid from Oe 

BILL LOVE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 5 
_ £3,000 added 4W 2 m 

6 CAW. (3Q WCty ID 12. 


7 4FF2CP HBBH M lLliAPAM(T)P ftatey 7 100 ATheatea 

m 7 ifcwlmwl 

A»lmfKl0stDwnttei"e|>tto/«M»a*amAtoijfi9Atetona8C«L 
BETIMto U-4 Ctoterietoa Gtofiar, 34 OnrHw UteMi 7-2 Nftanro, 8- 
1 NarttM OFttoMi w StteTtater, 10-lWaM, IMHenyUMteM 

MM7BUUD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3450 added 2m 

1 343011 HOCyil*NDraa00(a8TGeeijF71im— APAfcOajr 

2 820305 H»ETBt DRUM 04) (Dl M Whna» 7 11 3 — PCroteayO) 

3 562106 SAfff 03. (U8A) (2D (CD) F teten B ID 9 lUtdder 

4 004344 a»TWI«BIBT0Uro»teCtens^61Dl.WI4«*too 

5 523325 KALZMfl (USA) (2 4) TOACe tlpa 11 10 0 — Chtm Webb [5) 

MWrani vnipic 1CS8. True tetxftxp m(Bic feted 9K<*. 

BEmtGE 84 Hafir Waartorv, 74 Spm Harter, 4-1 Htoter Dnan, 9- 
2 SaM GW. 20~1 KWari 

GALOR GAS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4400 added 2m 


5-20 


2.40 


8 


b ennu^wf www 

230 KtASAB (51) P Mewls 10 12 

OSS UW^(USA)(I79IfiJud«1012 
WTO -TOMHANOaRPralO U -.-- 
2OJ630 1WNST6AD 048) J Jenkaa 10 12 
YOU* RADCALJUPSGT 1012— 

r flBErBJWtrUtfgPWeiP.I- 

TOOP SUPfflBMSHHGP Johnson »7 

-Btedawd- 


AP McCoy 



j>Cm4ay(7) 


EaaaHiii»HhMW^ M ^ Mt ^ Bll * M ' 

l YM« RarBcN, CsA SM- mm 

WS ATK»IS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,750 added 2m 4# UXlytfS 

iia in* a iWftan 13 11 7. ^ 

m n ■* » i W . 7 : RH ‘** 


503124 iqSHNBimM05a)W(BQ KBatoy 711MJ_ 
306P1P SWROFOAMDtUJMItes AEfiteneos83110JR|nB 
M5TO2 CMRH4LHBWHP (UM) ff) P BaOvB U Ollwto 
3QI4J045 «liAaCCl^FYB^9U4^_^WH«rt^V 
110« NICHBMDO (TO) H) S Baaltshaw 6 11 4 — 

(>50603 TE5TIKICH(26| WCfey9IL4 ftWtnliB) 

6emN6:T-*Paial«Bftct(BC7-2SMr0fWMiMOriBBaalte»0B^7-. 

ITeat Hteto, tbl Wtenato, hre Hade 

— HOUGHTON VAUGHAN MUUDEN OPEN 

NH FIAT RACE (CLASS H) (DW 1) £2^)00 


231P03 CMCAfltffi MCTP R gP W K 
4-64NP 
600105 
J44023 


155041 WC8BKRUIBBQWJ 
□00055 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 

8 
9 
20 
21 
S3 
13 
24 

15 

16 


2 m 

0 ARCBCfUSKBliB* NROBafPOwesSll 5— CUantofia 

0 BAO(ECRIBK0WIBSJot«S(to5U5--AThonteo 

45 CHUBCY 1AMBERT 0* J ttariae5U5 -IMH 

- DtstANT-POOT 62} 0 ShemoaQ 6 U 5 lAlfcCartoy 

niTHERUN09)lfisE9adiS115— — KWdn(7) 
“7 SALE M Bpe 5 11 5 



GBOQ W N Hantesm 5 11 5Jlla» (7} 
. „J»S) D I«»lwi5 11 5-JT Vbmv(5) 

OT? (20 J MSB 4 11 0 WlkMatl 

harry (52) A Can! 412. 0-, ILmttor 

7. iiawmaftPStBOBHiaiSUO-, MBmaw 

TO «pn9)ios»BUO MdmhnwKn 

S ^BV{79)UteHS<fe<!5£tO MrJQ4o4r(3l 

W sSSirB 88SH (42) JP6HKK5 110 IRKMaa# 

TO |MOAMPULY(21)fii4toS|>4109 TJnto 

5 5SSoRAMLSrndk4109~ Ht*AI«i 

-IBiHdmd- 


Sill 

<r own imroiw-. 04] R B tSflY tQg 8 

1 %5 

aeTTWfe 74a MdrtyaNo,’p^R« 5-18*1* 

fit. 7-1 PtoecttM Petei 15-2 Brweato Rdar, 104. JW»a. 14<4 4<fc ** Scav H Mwr toy, S-l Neflc Fv**w, MatarM’nrt, 12-1 sttiart 

e? HOUGHTON VAUGHAN MAIDEN OPEN 
5j 5mjcr RACE (CLASS H)(DIVI}£2fl00 
2 m 

2 BAYS® 136) C Eanon 5 11 5 — lAWCTOIv 

1 owStAPOOK HaBtMB 5 11 5 ADoteto 

0 m«Jraa(E6)MBjniin5115 ABatosn 

no wmii0Nae^Nia^su5^totoww>n 

0 mrmosnYWcvMiteisus bm 

0 BKHB5 TO RABfi (34) DHcMscn6115 — RltetoeyB 

3 JP««OHJEp9)SSteWtld5J15 —— f *VJob 




BH5A WASTE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 

. B) Fi(\n oo added 3m 2f 

; SSM^SaSffn^ia 

l 5S 

5 3S35W0 ^T^oea-PSWJHJ^WIOSJF^^ 

6 1212P1 Sfi»wui(»tc0)l*sJP'mBn7l03 

7 366321 ASHNES(*JIFto0efiMB100. 

-7t ‘ J 


Mhtaan add* lOtL Due tantfcsp wfgw 

^sstsassss^s&sss^ 


LiS 


WfekMARES NOVICE CHASE 

(CLASS D)£5yl00 added 2 m ST 

1 32322S CMMNACK? SMBt 06) WTmdg BlllO-J P^K 

l OraKlSUWWJHtewmSlOB--^™ 

l gjniTOOTTOlWWBltertnB^ ““"^SSS 

t ,®®Siwww N »«* TiaB 

5 iitriirn nwninmr ■■ animn 


iKE 


NUWM8 

JM[70)RFK4 


»P 1W*y4 
WtoHNn0» 


i(7) 


6110- 


SUO-HrJMe^R 
jmwfltM 


5 i-«s» taws5Jwfc»eio7 — 

5 105424 WKftB0(Z3) jte«10lOQ. 


06 10OTN4ttM.ff^We»fJ fl 

7AMH led. UWRfctes To Raft C*W«^ 


RKwaaMfi 7-1 Fwda* lad, 10-1 * 




STRONG&OW HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
F)£4>000 added 3m If 110yds 


HYPERION 

Z20 Dutoaky Z50 Meifns Dream 3L25 Nova Run 
3-55 Father DQMrfk%4^0 MIU OTTie Rags 5 j 00 
Amari King 5L30 Dfs Last 


GOING: Good to firm. 

■ Bight- hand course with 300yd run-in. 

■ Racecourse b nort h of ci ty chi A4B. Hereford raBway station 
to ono ndle away. ADMISSION: CUb AU^Taunlalb 19; coune 
enclosure £5. GAS PAWL Rec. 


Ml 


BUNKERED FUST TOME: (120), Mawtl Bar (vi- 

soRd, ISO], D ate T o The Phoae (rtsceed, 4 JO). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LON&&1STANCS RENNERS: Wyayanl Lady (BSOJtas been rent 
221 miles by Mb II Revdqr Llngdale, Iron OnduA Ooecailn- 
doraa (2^0) srat 188 miles Grom F Murphy's MkHkham stable hi 
north Torte M wr. Silver Spinney (5J0) sent 188 miles from P 3 He- 
aria's Aghby-De-LfrZoacb gtahte in tcSceagafalrv. 


3-55P60 PETTY BRD6E (63) (CD) Mames 12 11 10 . 
3031P3 1BE BW06H (26) C BnXSo 7 11 7. 


F2F215 WMBIFOIID CASTLE 01) KBateyO 117 — ' UHkaq4v(N 

42163P B4M»RNmBU04)(D)Ultoe7I15 0IHW(3)V 

UFfP-PU JKYJAYSVKnME TO US J SCMBTB 13 110 

_MrBPt8K*(S) 

4-TOOFP lSimmPtB«Iffi(ll)JNMOHvM)lD10 

UR Thornton (7) 

Q55P6S LUOMO PM TO A Bam* 12 10 8 

528542 HOHBR D(MI«R TOG Batted 10 5 

4U34FF EM8LET BUOY (2« (CJ JMtea 8 401 

143424 njnnrseREBNdBgTOmJKicUioo — 


rav 


2.20 


34P000 M40MTS CI1IPI PB) W J ButoY 9 10 0 EJaimaao 

264624 BAWRD BAY 09) (D) G Bsnen 12 ID 0 UBlMwyB 

6S3353 PRUDHTTPEGHY CZ6) R ftastfl 100 IRestB 

UPP050 CUOHM AROUM) (HQ TO J HuEDgr 8 10 0 ROB* 

Mtenun«MytelQzTwnentoeBp«tedte'7uidi^(heen9Hl3h.ltoe- 
jfxs Own Ba 8b BMnf Bar 9sr 7«t Pnate* P 4 ©' 9st 4ft. Oonn 4n»0 
9stUb. 

BEUMB: 74 Bma Baonft, 4-1 Wrar Dotenft 8-1 BawMBR, LDono 
Ha, UW VMaitad Castto, Baevd Bay; IM ottera 


TOTE PLACEPOT SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,500 added 2m If 

1PFF10 BMWUI(S0DUCan912O -. DMcCatoB 

020025 MU5Wa.GM)MHHodBa71LU .T Daacwnbe 0) B 

3F23Q3 Ct*JRYHaNCE[26) A Jones 8 U 8 fillptH 

F23CQP BISHOPS CAJ3LE (88) R Fits 8 114 ITkMt 

404050- PHNABOPt (5B5) K MCK^r 8 112 ASSTOBl 

STO (HUDSKY (2B) R OOlteen 6 U 1 OOMw 

1FT04S CASHFLOW CRMS (23) JUBns 4 ID 13 SQnrtae 

F33POO U» BtamiiM(E9)Rtelias 8 3D S2 RJotem 

6P03O3 WHKTS TOE JOKE (38) J Tuck 7 10 11 HRMtoiik 

001444 UABS0N(28)J Plans 9108 LAspel (Q v 

506436 ffiDRGEUIE(31)TO)FJm<MiB10a. 


430 


BODEN OLIVER NOVICE HANDICAP HUR< 
DLE (CLASS E) £3j000 added 2m If 


12 00320-0 SET-BFriUGMT (48) B Siren 6 10 7 

13 46558 BYLORDMAYOR 0928) P Bosen 9 10 0 OWatahTO 

14 OPDMVP DABM4RK (39 R Las 7 100 lltoBn 

15 reran WUOOUWIS EKSW (7) P fhttfiwi 5 10 0 ROaub 

lfi 00000P HUSKAL VOCATION (3S) B Pieces B 10 0 W thwtrax (7) 

-lfidaeiared- 

MMtud hc«E 1QK 7"* M&K Dahata* 9st U»; HtroOnfe 

Bm» an Mv NWeaf UcMtoi CM flh. 

BE11VIB: 7-2 UntaM, 84 Rrdnham, 6-2 Cotway Prim, 8-1 latewrn. 
10-1 GemRe tana, XU. Ptetarapa, Mytonksipv, 18-1 ottore 


1-05 HARI£QimWAIX(2G(EO)RO6iAan51110Dff5aBMn 

3-2214T IADY COMESS (US) John RUpnon 6 112 UTBynm 

00 IBO SWSriR8aW0(*3)M1aB5Ul RJeSosan 

(515-14 MU.OnrHERAfiS(28)(BF)MrcDHaneT1011. 


OOE4 IAUmUE(23)BDeHui6109- 
045120 JAVA SWWE 04) JTurt 51D9-- 


-rJAtephyP) 

IBMton 

JHaetMidi 


P08 LBE STR^ DUES (H7Q 5 Chasten 5 lD5H1tdO*5T(7) 

0003P O TAYLORS MGMUBi (239) R Price 5 ID 4 Jt Doris 

006532 C0tWNX|B) RAIsop5103 FWp HU0 ni (7) 

TOOVO DUKE OFBUDWORDi (B) MSbesoad E 100 DWatafa 0) 

006 DASHT0TOEni0NE(3ll)KMDqyin4100 ASSodtoV 

5880 WORM TIE WAR (B7)F Jordan 5 100 RPaUeriS) 

-12 doctored - 

MMnan nefffic IQsL True nandfcap i*B(ehK Due o t Buharin 9a 13to. 
Dash la 71te Pham SSlflB, HtwA The »»&f 12b. 

BEnm 7-2 Ml ornn 4-1 le« Cwfna, 81 Kartayte UMh. 

B-l CsiwaA B-l Lroca lyn, IMro Strent Bhm, 12-1 dHmb. 


2.50 


SUN VALLEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4>200 added 2m 3f 

1PF2LP IWJIOMHMY07}(DtO9wMad7119 BUjemV 

F3F3F1 RJIPMCX IAD 0>e TO N 7toaon-D8MS 7 11 9 I Jenin 

81541F HBIUIS DREAM (M) (D) (BF) 0 Slwrwwi 7 U 9 

MRfehank 

631*33 OSCNLAN DORAS (14) (C) F Mupbf 7 U 9— H Fautnr (3) 

R300F3 DORMSniN BOYO (35) T HM 6 U 3 RktamyTO 

P-25524 R8E DAY (48) J MUe 7 ID 12 Stteren 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 16-W06 DMIWneR)(aqOUMiDn51O10. 

-Tdecknd- 

BE1RNS:2-1 Otar Malta, 94 FMaxxA 3-1 Mertfas Dreaai, 7-10*- 

caRAaDnres, 8-1 ntjerlt 11, 18-1 Dot— toa Boyo, 25-1 Hard Pay 

RED CROSS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
Lr=^J £3^00 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 10 9BIALIMffil{li4}DMoCan5118 Dl 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
ID 
11 
12 

13 

14 


feTI/t] JAIL-BREAK HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS H) 
OAW l £2^00 added 2m 3f 

1 22-6345 At HASWM 0ifl N fSdaa 12 12 7 MrNHdWtm 

2 0BP-341 AMAH KMC (83 JWal 12 12 7 UCVteriIhim(7) 

3 866114 BWUARJREW M) (CD) 3 (town 10 12 7J»LU|r (7) B 

4 1742-410 mMapQ(D)Pci5Buitel3124JlrNRiaicte8(l)B 

5 654458 SEASTORCH(Ult9CjDhnan9120_-UR1homtHi(7) 

6 CHU2-23 TUFFNUT0B1RSETO MsPGrangr9120UAPNBps(7) 

7 mt> BROWN BABY (80) S Grime 10 U 9 lArTByme{5) 

~7dacUad- 

BBtWTfe 5-4 A—tKhE, 7-2 Dritoulfinonn, 82 fhnd l a r Friend, B-l M 
Hesttaf, See Search, 12-1 Hwaper, lfril Brow Baby 




29-1357 N0MRU«mmNttondBsan7116-^JtoCMenTO 
213210 TBtsnA HOWARD (42) Mrs D Maine & 11 3rJKtephy TO 

BAlMBE8B0YJGkadg , 6112 rDnscmdwTO 

aUSMHMABRUSM R Pnce 6 11 2 UHJaduon 

0F4 DAJRAAN09 NTwssn-OMes 7 112 TJratos 

0PPU3D WSICtASS TO GAAod6 11 2 RUM 

.JUBtoraen 


632F3 RMNG BUMBl 0a D Nehohan 5 11 2 . 
(90402 MIRE 04) 6 Jams 8 11 2. 


*0P PACffTC POTY® ntj) AJBnws61l2 — 
OO YOWK TYCOON 07J A J Wson 5 11 2 . 
GO FUMON 01) C Nash G 1011. 


F0090 G0RKUC(7)M»CPUi»81011. 

P POT BLACKBRD (7) Rtoe 71011 

-Wl 


-PCW»(5) 
■ TO 


RS) CROSS MARES NATIONAL HUNTRAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £4550 added 2m If 

1 WYNYARD M0f (Bl) Mb H Raetoy511 12M Harrington (7) 

COOt VWIUE Capt T Forssf 5115. Bfian»oa[3) 

24 CYSlAST(44)Mnpe6n5 OBenma(7) 


0 DUMBLOON BROOK (38) Mf^c51l5 8Hom(7) 

300 n£BMH(9flrMam4tonn6U5uJ*clltetfThM« 

4 FlDOSY PS) (BF) J [0*ord5 5 11 5 R Johnson 

HOTMUYNIhsamOnHSllB DWatohTO 

8 JAKES JOY (383) Graeme R» 6 11 5 WrttoSteUim 

PACITST Antocry Fester 5 11 5 DRanopmfT) 

RAXAPesH HP C Janes 6115 S Ryan (5) 


BETTMSc B4 TTytofi Omar, 7-2 Nava Ran, 4-1 HauWte Hoarard, 7-1 
Brea N HabatO, B-l MtnA 144 8o ftoBc, 20-1 topann, 250. nttaa. 


SEVER SPMEY P hb«& 5 11 5 .T J Mmphy (3) 

30 AWTFl3fra[5«J'*«4 UO T Dascmate (3) 

LAW REBECCA S Damian 4 110 M Ketddey (7) 

UanWGDOVE&nWTBAMUO BMcfiatmp) 

MHS IdCCLUSKY Ms P Ditfetl 4 11 0 MduM ttornt (7) 

SOHTOCOMENUmcdenillO UBMtodiTO 

TOPEMTY SMOKE Saerne Are 4 11 0— Uw toatam (7) 
-17 rhekrod- 

BEniTO: MWynrartln^-, 4-1 DTa Laat, 7-1 AdeirtRjw, Hot nary, 10- 
1 Orel VMne. Ranhe, 14-1 rttw. 


rir-i,' r'*:**" 


. __ .a-r.-t-— »ir- 

r:^' ■.=£/ r-t' riL^-s-= 


HYPERION 

&4S A WfaNjy Citizen &15 General Shirtey 645 
EtSmbowg 7JL5 Distant Echo 7.45 Sounds 
Stra^&lSWintsrRose 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand course. The Bf course has a sharp dog-leg trail at 
hatfwitf. 

■ Racectarroeto westofcKy on B4095. There is a regular bus 
aerrice flrom the raffway suUoaa ac both WWwfek ( l m rnwyjrrad 
LmrinKun Spa (mr 2m nwayl. ADMISSION: CUb 313(16 to 
24-stCT4lds£6); TKUnszSsSS; CoaoeSb. CAR PARK: C3nbSOL 


SUNKBBBD Fnwr TD4E: Now. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Final Pride (8.15) has been Mitt 
176 mites by P Bowen from H a ve ifu rdwegt. Oyfed: Anatmrrie Tem 
(8.15) red 144 mBea from G R OUnryrfs UpperiUmNey mabte In 
north Yorteblre. 


[0SK\ VETERANS CHASE (CLASS C) £6fi00 
added 3m 2f 

1 110044 STRAIGHT TALK (28) <BF)PMtmfc 9 120 APUcCoy 

2 1103FB WU3raRD04(CR)MsJnmanl312O WHantan 

3 121-2PP EDBB0U9G |84) M«a H Wgh> 10 11 6 IFTWaj 

4 44P2U0 BRHOPS HALL (21) fl Aina 10 11 2 RDunmotfir 

5 1134PP FAR S880B (7) (CD) P WaRnem 10 11 2 TBtyB 

6 1141-61 DOtWA DEL LABORS TO GUcCtuT 10 11 1-BCBROid B 

7 553408 HNBB8SHI58) ED) PWebbetl4 1012 R 

-7 


BEmta 34 wthtfoed, 4-1 Datan Dal Ufia, 4-1 SuritiMThh, MS* 
ops (Mb 5-1 Uteteato MM. ter Sat**; 1B-1 IteaMbb 


7-15 


f2cl WILLOUGHBY NOVICE HUNTH7 CHASE 
(CLASS H) £3^400 added 2m 4f 110yds 

FU43 HtMMNRYRSUN 04) Us C HaaSnff 8 12 7 

tor DS Jones (7) Y 

a0P-5 BUJECHEH(04)(8)) J!*** W125-JArHtotfcy(7) 
12F232 ARfiJYaJBBI»TO*teCHe)B7122-URHetoP) 
<3t8L BACKBBICm 0817) APes*8f9 12 D_Jte FlWriry (7) 
RWBt BEAT THE RAP f9T5 M Pepper 10 12 Q,_Jfr C >4onfcv» (7) 

30B43U BUHBAL CTO RrtMJMteilBS 1112 0 J»JReae(7) 

SllPf- COWIBLTKRHfT!ISKinMB0lie»<s812O. 


HGGS& HU HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £5000 added 2m 

1 002102 AMANCW (21) TO 9 Hamoed 5 U 13 BOmreaDdy 

2 050152 AIBEMME 04) IP) (BF) Ate J Ced 7 11 6- 

3 210600 l»ANrEaffiP5)TODAltUinA6U4 

4 401P05 KB>IMMMND0Rm(BnNMBJ«ITlO12DSItyaw 

5 404350 1»JAy{U)TOBUe«Bl|(n6108 UJLUnaBpi 

6 rmta aotmso (7) (Ct^ G Pnce9101 APMeCoy 

-Sdaetond- 

BETtMG: U-4 Amando, 3-1 ARwataa. 5-1 Dhtant Edn, U-2 Kattp He 
to Mad, 7-1 Teen Jay, 8-1 BoMa* 


YSgl AUJERMadSTER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
- - - I E) £4^00 mlded 2m 4f 110yds 


YAVMte(7) 

JfrNRMil 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a FfPSF-P FBE xm* (49) KMo^fe9 U 0 . 

9 6V- HOBHOBBER [77H) J Ooc*ar9 120 UJDorirar[7) 

U) PUI3PPP- IMWRRA«GBt(5123JP0^1012 0_UABaUtejm 

11 5W- PONTDEFM((WnMB5iPi[#OhK)120 

.jaRlM*w(7) 

12 F2-33 BAJMAfl 03!) A Ttetorf 8 12 (L— — UJ7H»«>fc*® 

13 0 SHAWAIUMOBE (7) J Tfcjr 7 12 0 UWJNTOW(7) 

-Udaetettd- 

BEITMR M A Wtody CJttan. 3-1 Howjmm, S4 due Chete, 7-1 Pont 
da Me 1M Aqnu «*» IM Mat** 3®- 1 «■*« 

BARFORD SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) 
I £2^50 added 2m 

ON (7) KWtodw 51111 UAWWto(7)B 

H7)TOJB«toy<“6 

:(a4)JC7SI»8115. 

Hff 04) cat* 5 U 5 ,e heritor 

(2« P 5 11 5 M Qtaftn f7) 

(8} R PbBp, 5 11 5 -J Raton V 

A J Mro 5 11 9 DJBmtel 

KSMUU (623) TGratoedd 6 11 5-W Itemlnya 
EXMVUE(4C}BCarMCp5115 — OaryLjoaiB 

THEClOCK{E)JMutors4UO SQm 

FORMUMp^jpcuAsnSua mmm 

LAD TO R twnsheafl 4 U 0_Hr M Rhnal B 

39 H Hmn 6110 — ADoadatffT) 

wnCH0fl)CSaa«r6UO HftM&B 

(KltlBjCtcUm . — -TKto 


1 21F SOUNDSSniONE(24)|RF) Dlfehofenn 7 U9-JtJahuai 

2 103313 H»3WOTB»(HRMBsHKn#*SU4 JFTBay 

3 020246 ARCTIC IIFE (32) J Jenhns 7 11 2 A P McCoy 

<1 P5BU-U2 POMOON BUDGE 03) (BH G tteaoori 9 11 2 Jl Rmnn^' 
5 000630 SOtND FORECAST (S) Ms S Johnson B 11 2 — DWWMTO 
$ TOO T)€»YA7YI«>HSHt5PaiJAtoLT^7U2-51fcNaR 
7 DO S0W4AURA (29) P Yteftram 6 10 11 Ttoy 

-7dRteed- 

BETItte B4 Strandi Stnwfc MToo Sham. Ba Anaic Uto, 6-1 Pontoon 
aridgn. 10-1 Soond Fbrwwt, 25-1 TSa Wrywaitl SsAop, SoaoaQni 


8J S 



WASPBRTON HILL NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS q £3W added 2m 4f 

UOydfi 

222UF- FKALPROE !337) P 9wei 1011 13. RJbtatoi 

645342 MUBOORWfDOETOJBoGOy6118 MBorieyV 

004-5 STONBWOPpto JWhte5U7 JR 


F600 ITOiB50IAfiOS(13B) Mbs M Rotted 4 u.d,(SMy4no» 

425000 ROHAUI0 (88) MRntoBl 81013 BMcNaBB 

04UOU CASSWS BOY W TO R &>te 5 10 12 A P McCoy 

204483 A«MIU3BWOt9GOIdra»dB10U„ P 1*10* (3) 

0-438$ WOS)«GECU)MSiefipad510 7 Bftm* 

5-14014 TBJAAR SYSTBAS (174) ) Trine 7 ID 4 Hl>pe(7) 

(WO P6WHREf45)f Jonwi-LIDI liaddv 

OfrW BffOFRDUQK{7U M9sHKn0tt61OO QFRymfS) 


12 P0U&P6 BDIXVHQSSTOD A Steeov 7100- 

13 DBOF FBC DEA (56) TCasep 7 100 



BEna«7-4BBB»«MEMtoShki W MiadlT)ieB»*74Donl- 

Ingat i»ritf4 , 10-1 QMtowte R*to Laaeaa, 14-1 Bacret ftmnnta, 
lMJIWtosi The Ctoi*> 30-1 Bteatc 


Ttoy 
TO 

14 400000 WRSTOSOnECTOCGmuSlOO Wlfanton 

15 -W TK SH5ET SEVEN (26) J Creaoel 8 10 0- J? Mweay TO 

-15 declared* 

AAdrun vcfefit IDSL Tn* hantfcap wegnis: SI 07 Pouffi 9d 6^ Bosjl 

mo« Stt Ftoe «ea 9H 2b. Itetoen Owe BH13B, The SeoefSewr fry 

13b. 

amHto 114ltobow YMbte oa toterllDia, 01 Stooaereis 7-lRo> 

nnrito. 10J. final Pride, Peutotre. AaWttanre, 12 J. otoare. 


Kentucky Derby favourite 
Unbridled’s Song badly drawn 


Unbridled's Song, the warm 
favourite for today's Kentucky 
Derby, must defy a poor draw. 
He will start from stall 19. 

But Ernie Paragallo, Unbri- 
dled's Song's remains convinced 
his colt can overcome that 
handicap. ta My only concern in 
the race was getting knocked 
around in traffic. From the 19 
post, I don't have to worry 
about that," Paragallo said. 

He commented that even if 
his grey were “lied to the 
grandstand, he'll still beai this 
field”. 

Buzz Chace, Paragallo 's rac- 
ing manager, added: “You have 
ahorse with a lot of tactical 
speed. It’s a long stretch of a 
quarter mile. If he can't estab- 
lish himself in a quarter-mile, 
we're in the wrong place. Wc 
shouldn’t be in the race." 

D Wayne Lukas, a trainer 
with an excellent record in the 
Kentucky Derby, has expressed 
disappointment about his five- 
strong challenge for the Classic 
- saying it still is not big enough 
in ius opinion. 


“Wc had nine possibles and 
we thought we could run six or 
seven starters,’* Lukas, who had 
nominated 17 three-year-olds 
for the Sim Derby, said. 

“We may not win this thing.” 
Lukas continued. “But 1 bet you 
turning for home that there are 
some white bridles [worn by all 
Lukas horses] in the area. It 
won't be easy to handle our five 
horses." 

This year. Lukas's five Der- 
by runners have compiled a 
record of six wins, seven seconds 
and three thirds in 20 starts, 14 
of them in graded stakes races. 
Bui none is coining off a victo- 
ry. 

The five will take Lukas' 
number of Derby starters to 31 
since 1981. Lukas, who won the 
race with Winning Colors in 
19S8 and Thunder Gulch last 
year, insists he only enters hors- 
es for the race which hold a real 
chance. 

City By Night, a 12-1 for the 
race, was scratched yesterday 
with an abscess on his left front 
foot. 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

2JXk JL MME IAURA (T Qum) 9-4 fav: 
2 - ktatfcantanca 9-2; 3. Marcfi Star 5-1. 
13 ran. L nk. (P Cole, Wharcombei. Tot®: 
£2.70: fXIO. £2.10. £130. DFi£B40-CSF: 
£12.87. Trio: £7.00. 

3L3& L ANGEL CHIMES (J StacW 9-L 
2. Golden Pond 15-2; 3. Wanning Trends 
»2.Uiw.4-Xlav Sky Dome (6th). Sfttel. 
1 Y«. (J Bante. fttewmarlieO. TWK £17.60; 
£4.10. £2.40. £1.90. DF; £6330. CSF: 
£7229. Those £32228. Tike £7530. NR: 
WeMHa. 

BJffie 1. WOCS LOVE 0. Dettori) 3-1; 2. 
SltaffltaB KMTOt 10- 1; 3. RamoozO-l. 5 
ran. 8-11 tov dever CUcfte (4th). Sh-M. 2. 
(Saeed bln Sunor. Dubai. TMk £220: 
£130. £2.40. DF: £5.40. CSF: £23.44. 

3.40: 1. RIYADIAN (T Qunn) 10-11 few: 
2. Buzoof 12-1; 3. Sacrament 12-1. 9 mb. 
Nk, L (P Cole, Whatcomiw). Tottc £2.10: 
£120. £130. £2.60. DF: £7^J0. CSF: 
£12D4. Tno: £47.40. 

05: 1. BOlDEN TOUCH tW Cason] 
9-2; 2. Spflto 2-1 tev; X Askem 11-1. 32 
(ML Vi. 2Vi. (N CNtoRhen. Newmatet). Tow 
£380; £320, £1.70, £320. DF: £4 4a CSF: 
£13J4. Tricast £8533. Tno: £49.50. 

420: 3. TA MB <W Ceoon) 11-4; 2. Rnte- 
ftrihr Evans fa v: 3. Sefr o nw 12-1. 14 ran. 
5. avs. (E Duntop- NamroriwO.Toia: £3.70: 
£3.70. £1.40. £2.70. OF: £2,80. CSF: 
£5.75. Tno: £350. 

520: 1. MISS PHAVDA (PM Etuay) 5-2; 
2 . Beau Brano 1-3 ter. 2 tan. 2a (P Wah 
wyn, Lantorun). Tote: £2.00. 

Jackpot £7,770.70: £9^5020 earned 
bmoni to Nmmaritfit km£v. 

Pbnepot £33.80. Quadpot £4.40. 

Pteco 6: £36.77. Place & £24.04. 

HAMILTON 

225: L TAZ3BAR1 (D®TBO MoHatS 4-1; 
2 . BoBora 7-2; 3. Ufa On Tho Street 4-7 
tov. 8 tan. Va. 15. ID Moflao, CanmaD. Tote: 
£420: £1-80, £220. OFi £9.70. CSF: 
£1626. 

2.45s J. JUST BOB U Femme) B- U 2. My 
CtanjwMS-1; 3. Rhus Manor 33-L 7 ran. 
B-5 (w Ganxx* Valley (60d. 9. r*. (S HeV- 
tte«B, Middfehaml. Tote: £8.20; £4.90. 
£4.4a OF: £46.10. CSF: £45 .K. 

320: 3. COLDER KING (Mr V LiAanKA) 
4-1; Z. Sbcae» 7-2; 3. OUSeftaoi 

Hmm 3-1.5 ran. 7-4<a»MeCneteee (4th). 
1. Vj. U L Eyra, Trtaag. Tote: £4.90-, £230. 
£150. OF: £5.60. CSF: £1625. NR: WW- 
worth Lady. 


3-55: X. CLIFTON FOX (S D VWtams) 
5-2: 2. Ten PMt Sbr 20-1: 3. Snuttan 

7- 2.6ren.9-4l»UNeyDUTiHions(4tti). ‘fc. 

1. U Sewer, WorKsop). TotK £330; £1.50, 
£3.00. DF: £2050. CSF: £3320. 

430: L DANKO (A Daly) 14-ll2.AfiriM 
JaNar 4-1 fan 3, Ftoah In Ilia Pan 5-1- ® 
ran- 1. 2>/s. {SWNam&. NewmarteO.Tcri*: 
£10.40: £230. £2.20. £180. DF: £1120. 
CSF: £65-87. True £309.60. 

53ft 1 FOREST BOY (J F £gjn) 5-2: 2- 
Grean Gam 12-1; 3- IWtrtz 7-1 5 ran. 

8- 11 lav Pasternak (5to). V*. 3V;. (K McAu- 
liffe, Lantooum). Trite: £2.90; £130. £3-00. 
DF. £6.90. CSF: £23.14. 

Placepal: £44220. Qnadpot: £43^1 
Place 6: £147821 Place 5: £49629. 

NEWTON ABBOT 

150: 1 mx TECH FLYER JH Johnson) 
7-1 2. Urban Uljr 12-1 3. Tndor Fllflri 

9- 2. 15 ran. 100-30 far Touch Steer. 6,11 
fl Jones). Tate: £920: £420, £2.50. £19a 
DR £26-90. CSF: £85-57. TncasE £396.14. 
TrW £30.60. 

225: 1 ALLS GEORGE (A Thornton) 
11-10 foe 2. Maple Dancer 33-1 3. Ben- 
Janfa Lancaster 5-1 fi ran. 2 Vl 27. (ANew 
combe). Tote: £190; £110, £4.90. DF: 
£19-3a CSF: £1924. 

225: 1 MAKE A STAND <D BrriffBter) 

10- 1 2. Tapanta 7-1 3. RtoMia fa*. 14 

ran. 25. 3. (M P|MI. Tote: £1220; £7-60. 
£220. £130. DF: £5520. CSF: £7758. trio: 
£28.10. NH Baang Miracle, tosh WJdcanl. 

320: 1 DMMOM> FORT (A P McCoy) 
4-1; 2. Afl Far Luck 4-6 lav; 3. Golden Opal 
25-1 8 ran. DeL IV*. U MoCormochle. ). 
Tote £3.10; £120, £150 . DF: £2.40. CSF: 
£627. 

4u05: L lUHTASHM (B Fetttm 16-12. 
OaftySponGbl 7-4 lav; 3- San Dle$> Charg- 
er 5-1 6 ran. 2, 2V?. Cl FTittfvHeyesl. Tote: 
00.00: £520. £140. Df: £1440. CSF: 
£4128. 

440 : 1 MR SHOT (R Johnson) 5-6 fav. 

2. Trtftawooda6-l 3. Lansdneaa 9-2. 11 
ran. M. 11 fO Wdntaon). Tads; £1.60; 
£110. £2.40. £130. DF: £5.60. CSF: 
£7.10. Tbk £1100. 

520: 1 SILVER THYW (A Bates) 5-1 2. 
Country Tanprin 20-1 3. Daceto Evens fn. 
18 ran. ?V;. 2&IMrsJ Pitman). Tata: £45D: 
£220. £320. £120. OF: £169.40. CSF: 
£10173. Tno: £1640. 

Placepob £12.70. Quadpot £2.00. 

Ptaco & £17.02. Place 5: £42l 
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sport 


FOOTBALL: The race for the Premiership ends tomorrow. Where was it won and lost? Glenn Moore highlights the highlights 

Ten matches that forged the championship 



FALTERING 
START FOR 
MANCHESTER 


CANTONA 
RETURNS 
TO ACTION 


Everton 1 Newcastle 3 
Man Utd 2 Liverpool 2 


Ferdinand, having continued 
to score through September, 
notches his 10th goal in nine 
games as Newcastle go four 
points dear with a win at 
Goodison. It is their third 
away win in four attempts, no 
signs of travel sickness so far. 

But they are overshadowed 
by events at Old Trafford a 
few hours later as Eric Can- 
tona makes his long-awaited 
return. He has a quiet match 
and seems about to be up- 
staged by Robbie Fowler's 
stunning brace when he coolly 
converts a controversial 
penally. 

In "Cantona's absence 
Manchester United haw re- 
covered well from the open- 
ing day debacle buL even with 
him. they arc unable to over- 
turn a shock 34) home defeat 
by York City in the Coca-Cob 
Cup. York will end the sea- 
son fighting relegation to 
the Third Division. 

TOP FOUR Newrask! P B PB 21 ; Aston 
Villa 8 -ir: Manchester Uni S-J7: Uitr- 
pool B- 1 & 




Aston Villa 3 Man Utd 1 
Newcastle 3 Coventry 0 

Opening day, the ooly day of 
the season when everyone 
can dream. Except at Old 
Trafford where optimism is in 
short supply. After the sum- 
mer sales of Paul Ince, An- 
drei Kanchelskis and Mark 
Hughes there is discontent in 
the air and some supporters 
even suggest Alex Ferguson 
should go. 

The mood deepens when, 
45 minutes into the new sea- 
son, Manchester United are 
three down to an Aston “* iiia 
side fresh from narrowlv 
escaping relegation. 

The visitors are unrecog- 
nisable. and not just because 
they arc wearing grey. They 
are also fielding a number of 
teenagers and playing the 
in-vogue five at the back. 

At half-time Ferguson bins 
the new formation (the kit is 
to last a few months longer). 
They pull back a goal and. 
more importantly, recover 
confidence. 

On Tyneside pre-season 
prayers arc gloriously re- 
alised. Suggestions that Les 
Ferdinand and the rest of 
Kevin Keegan's £14m in- 
vestment may take time to 
settle look foolish os New- 
castle win handsomely. Fer- 
dinand opens his account 
with the well-taken third. 



Key moments (from top left, clockwise): Manchester United lose at Aston Vila on the opening day; Eric Cantona celebrates his winner for United against Liverpool on his return 
from suspension in October; Stan Codymore fires LtverpooFs late winner in a 4-3 win over Newcastle last month; and Kevin Keegan loses Ms cool at Leeds earlier tNs week 



As autumn has turned to win- 
ter Newcastle have gone from 
gliding through away games to 
grinding them out but they still 
arrive al Old Trafford beaten 
twice in 23 games and with a 10- 
point lead. Ruel Fox has gone, 
to Spurs, but Philippe Albert is 
back from injury. 

Manchester United have 
shone at Chelsea, where New- 
castle lost, but gone down at Ar- 
senal and Anfield. The 
youngsters are showing signs of 
strain and Alan Hansen's as- 
sessment. “vouH never win any- 
thing with lads", is looking valid. 

Yet Newcastle are brushed 
aside, with Roy Keane out- 
standing. He scores the second, 
having been beautifully picked 
out by the emerging Phil 
Neville. The first is a rare goal 
from Andy Cole. 

Cole's goal, driven in on the 
run. is pan of a four-game scor- 
ing streak -otherwise he fails to 
strike even in consecutive 


League matches. Newcastle's 
gloom is deepened when the 
Keith Gillespie ruptures a thigh 
tendon. 

“The circus came to town but 
tire lions and tigers did not. tom 
up," Keegan said. “You have to 
earn the ngjrt to be champions,” 
said Ferguson, firing the first 
shot of the psychological battle. 

The odds still favour Keegan, 
the last six New Year's Eve 
leaders have become champio ns 
and, when Manchester United 
go down 4-1 at Spurs on New 
Years’ Day, it looks as if New- 
castle will be the seventh. 

TOP FOUR Newcastle 20-45; Manchester 
LftEf 20-38; Tottenham 20-35: LMipooi 

19-34. 


police bad to intervene in a 
toucfaline row between Tfeny 
McDermott and Bruce Rioch. 

However, as the pundits say, 
it does leave them free to con- 
centrate on the League and vic- 
tory over Bolton secures a 
12-point lead with 15 games left 
. Manchester United play on 
Monday and gain three points at 
Wfest Ham. Cantona is regain- 
ing form and fitness but he im- 

Cble starts arrow. Butt is sent off. 

TOP POUR: Newcastle 23-54; Lhe/pool 
23-42; Manchester Utd 23-42; Tottenham 
23-41. 


conviction and alleged ex- 
model girlfriend fill the I 
the broadsheets ask, bow win he 
fit in? 

The answer seems to be ‘"per- 
fectly”. He goes from tfr* ' J 'rport 
arrivals to the su: - di u ies bench 
before coming on and winning 
a derby Newcastle . seemed 
about to lose. Manchester Uni- 
ted's dull win is notable only for 
unde rlinin g the decline of the 
current champions. 

TOP FOUR Newcastle 25-GO; Manchsster 
Utd 26-51: Liverpool 2548; Aston VHa 
25-45. 



SIGHTS 
FIXED ON 
LEAGUE 
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PERFECT 
FIT 
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HOME 

COMFORTS 

DESTROYED 


wot 13. The visitors are equally 
confident after winning eight 
straight but are subjected to a 
stunning barrage of pressure. 
Asprilla is untouchable as he 
creates chance after chance for 
Fer dinan d. Peter Schmeichel 
saves them all and, as New- 
castle’s hurricane blows itself 
out Cantona sneaks in at his 
favourite far post to steal the 
winner. The result also opens 
the door for Liverpool who 
ended Villa's challenge, and 
underlined their own, with an 
eight-minute demolition the 
previous day. 

top Four wore a n te 28-61; Manchester 
Utd 29-60; Liverpool 2955: Aston VOa 
28-49. 


Ham apart to regain the Jead. 
Asprilla ism rich form but, not 
for the first time, chances go 
'begging. . 

TUP THREE: Manchastar Utd 30-61; Ne*'- 
CMte 2&81; Uaopod 30-59. 



Newcastle 2 Bolton 1 

Newcastle’s 19% has started 
badly. They have gone out of the 
FA Cup on penalties to Chelsea 
at St James' Park, and were 
beaten in the Coca-Cola Cup by 
Arsenal in a fractious tie at 
Highbury. David Ginola was 
sent off for retaliation and 


Man Utd 1 Blackburn 0 
Middlesbrough 1 Newcastle 2 

Newcastle have not lost in the 
League since Old Trafford but 
Keegan is not convinced- He 
wants to make sure and, after 
weeks of “Will he? Won’t he?" 
signs Faustino Asprilla for 
£7.5m. No doubts about his 
ability, just his temperament. 
While stories about his gun 


Newcastle Utd 0 Man Utd 1 

By being beaten at West Ham, 
and held at Manchester City (lit- 
erally, in the case of Asprilla who 
takes exception to Keith Curie's 
grappling). Newcastle have seen 
the lead cut to four points. 

But, however worrying their 
struggles on the road tbejr have 
been able to count on maximum 
points at home and they wel- 
come Manchester United 
backed by the record: played 13, 



ITS All 
HUR AND 
SQUARE 


QPR 1 Man Utd 1 


After, six months of 
Manchester United finally < 
up with Newcastle. It takesavery 
lategaal from -who dse?- Can- 
tona and a generous measure of 
injury time to do iL 
Two days later Newcastle re- 
spond in style, ripping West 


Ihearibreak 

AT 

ANFIELD • 


Liverpool 4 Newcastle 3 


The game of the season, and per- 
haps the one that breaks New- 
castle. Whife Manchester United 
pause for breath, having sealed 
a place in the FA Cup final, their 
rivals go head-to-head. 

Liverpool lead inside two 
minutes through Fowler but 
Newcastle take up the gauntlet, 
responding through Ferdinand 
and Ginola. Fowler levels, but 
Aspriflarestores the lead. New- 
castie have chances to seal il but 
waste them. Stan CoOymore 
then scores twice, the second in 
injury time, to win it for the 
Reds - both of them. 

It is Keegan’s turn to be 
questioned. Dissenting voices 
are beard on Tyneside, echoing 
the short-sighted doubters of 
Old Trafford’s pre-season. For 


the first time the title is Man- 
chester United’s to lose, as 
well as Newcastle 

top THREE MancheflW 1114 32*1 
wewaale 31-64 i+S 6 ': own*®* 
32-62 (+341. 







Southampton 3 Man Utd 1 


With the spotlight on them 
Manchester United wither in 
its glare- Call it superstition 
or call it as United try to, a 
t echnic al problem with 
picking each other out. 
Whatever, the half-time shirt- 
change at The Dell speaks as 
loudly as the grey perfor- 
mance about the strain of 
being favourites. 

The following day New- 
castle, who had suffered 
Easter heartbreak when Gra- 
ham Fenton stole three 
points, from his heroes at 
Blackburn, edge past Villa 
and the race is on again. 

Liverpool, having lost at 
Coventry, have finally bowed 
out. 

TOP THREE: Manchester Utd 35-73 
(+29); Newcastle 33-6 7 (+26); Liverpool 
34-661+35). 



Leeds United 0 
Newcastle United 1 

Manchester United have de- 
molished Nottingham Forest, 
Ferguson finally biting the 
bufiet- and dropping .Cole. 
The five-goal reward has put 
their^pm difference beyond 
reach and the pressure back 
on Newcastle. 

. The players cope with it, 
aided by the belated return to 
the ranks of Gillespie and 
Lady Luck, but the manager 
does not. After his team have 
beaten a hyped-up Leeds 
Keegan explodes on televi- 
sion. With moist eyes and jab- 
bing finger he accuses 
Ferguson, not without justi- 
fication, of doing the hyping. 
His players, depending on 
their nature, think “good on 
yer, boss" or “oh God, the 
gaffer's lost it”. 

Ferguson himself falls 
silent, the job done. 

70PIWO: Manchester ua 37-79 (+35): 
Newcastle 36-76 (+29). 

And then_ 

Newcastle were held 1-1 by 
another pumped-up team. 
Nottingham Forest A bad re- 
sult but generally, not a bad 
performance. 

This is of little consolation 
to them, Keegan or the Toon 
Army whose 10-month 
odyssey now looks like end- 
ing in failure. 

However, after such a sea- 
son as this, few would suggest 
there might not be another 
twist in the title tale: 
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Howard doing it the wrong way 


In the first half of their Euro- 
pean Cup tie against Rangers 
at Ibrox in the autumn of 1992. 
Leeds* captain, Gordon Stra- 
chan. scored a sweet goal from 
a move loo quick fora linesman 
who wrongly called it offside. 
The goal would have put Leeds 
2-0 up with the return legal El- 
land Road to come. It was quite 
possibly a pivotal moment. If 
Leeds had extended that Eu- 
ropean Cup run. perhaps 
Howard Wilkinson would have 


jnger chest 
i Frenchms 


FAN’S EYE VIEW 


No 148 

Leeds United 

Giles Dexter 


vices of a certain Frenchman. 
Whatever the silverware head- 
ing for Oki Trafford this season. 
Manchester United fans know 
that once again they must 
thank Howard Wilkinson for 
their player of the year, if not 
the decade. 

Perhaps do one other than the 

inspirational Wilkinson could 
have brought the League cham- 
pionship back to Elland Road 
just three and a half years after 
taking over in the basement of 
the old Second Division, but 
then only the idiosyncratic Yoik- 

shireman would have commit- 
red the transfer blunder of the 
generation. Eric Cantona was 
the last piece of the jigsaw that 
made Leeds an awesome, 
thrilling attacking force. 

Here was Currie, Giles, 
Clarke and Gray rolled into 
one. Tht ultimate Leeds play- 


er - highly skilled but capable 
of loo king after himself. The 
embodiment of all the virtues 
of the Don Rcvie version of to- 
tal football. 

Let us not forget the inten- 
sity and passion of Cantona's 
love affair with the Leeds fans 
who first recognised his genius. 
It was the Leeds supporters who 
coined the chant “Ooh, aah 
Cantona" and made it into a 
record, and to them that Eric de- 
clared from the balcony of 
Leeds* Town Hall, champi- 
onship trophy in hand, “I love 
you. 1 don't know why. but 1 love 
you." When Wilkinson sent the 
Frenchman to Manchester, he 
not only robbed his side of its 
best player, he broke the Leeds 
supporters' hearts. At a stroke, 
he destroyed their imagination, 
their dream, the belief that 
they would see the promised 
land. Wilkinson has offered the 
excuse that he and Eric had dif- 
fering philosophies on life. This 
observation simply illustrates 
how Howard has completely 
missed the point by confusing his 
philosophical niceties with the 


business of running a football 
team. 

Perhaps winning the title so 
soon after taking charge led 
Wnkmson to believe that he 
could do no wrong, but he to- 
tally failed to build on that suc- 
cess. Wilkinson’s failure to 
acquire a high quality central de- 
fensive pairing has been the 
cause of many of his recent trou- 
bles. Where other sides have in- 
vested heavily Leeds have tried 
to defend on the cheap. The 
centre of defence this seasoa has 
been based around David 
We the rail, Paul Beesley. John 
Pemberton and Lucas Radebe 
who did not cost £lro between 
them - and it shows. 

The Cantona debacle apart, 
Wilkinson’s activity io the 
transfer market has been very 
frequent and frequently 
bizarre. His deals remind one 
of a parsimonious housewife, 
always on the lookout for bar- 
gains past their seli-by date. 
Having found Strachan for a 
song, there has since been an 
endless quest for another thir- 
ty-something bargain. 


After the sale of Batty a 
match tanner read “We’ve got 
rid of the Crown Jewel, now let's 
get rid of the Silver’'. David Bat- 
ty, Noel Whelan and Eric Can- 
tona were sold for a grand total 
of £5.7m, while Carlton Palmer, 
Brian Deane and IbrnasBrolin 
cost £lOm between them. 

How far Leeds have back- 
peddled in the last few seasons 
was illustrated in the week that 
saw them totally outplayed at 
Anfield in the FA Cup and all 
but humiliated in the Coca-Cola 
Cup fioaL The cup runs were 
achieved almost entirely against, 
lower-division opposition. 

The thrilling team of a few 
seasons ago is now just a mem- 
ory. The tragedy of the Wilkin- 
son era is that having created 
a side capable of sizzling foot- 
ball, he and the board pro- 
ceeded to dismantle it. 

WUkinson's man manage- 
ment deficiencies will soon de- 
prive Leeds of another 
world-dass player wilh the im- 
pending departure of the de- 
moralised Brolin, while Tony 
Yeboab has understandably 
declared he has no wish to con- 
tinue his career at a “nobodv” 
club like Leeds. Cantona fa- 
mously boasted to Wilkinson 
that he could win him cham- 
pionships. Howard was alone 
to not believing him. Perhaps 
he does now. 


. Arsenal v Bolton 

1bp43cbrer!atWHg^\tfio missed 
the midweek stalemate against 
Liverpool wiih a back injury. Is not 
Jftety to be ® to hetp Arsenal seek 
die victory that would seal a Uefa 
Cup place. Defender Adans is step 
ruled out Bo ton, already rele- 
gated, have striker Blake avaflabfe 
after suspension, while goal- 
keejer.Brarragan.tiafback Small 
ana Burnett are m contention. 

Ctielsea v Blackburn 
England Under-21 defender Du- 
pery, suspended lor last week's 
draw with Tottenham, wU have a 
-fitness test but otherwise Hoddle 
has s fu& strength squad for his 
-fintf match as Chelsea manager. 
Blackburn's Norwegian midfielder 
Bobinsn (caff swain) isinflnefor 
his first Premiership mjfich in three 
months ^ Coleman (feg> is fit after 
missing last weeKs draw with At- - 
serial tot Newell (hamstring) is 
doubtful. 

: Coventry v Leeds 
chard son (knee) and Paul 
WWams (calf) are doubtful for ' 
Coventry: who welcome back de- 
fender Oatsh '-(ban). Strachan- 
may face his former club. Leeds,:. 
aimin g to avoid a club record sev- ' 
ofth successive defeat, will be ■ 
without the injured Ford, Speed,- 
Dongo. Deane, Pemberton. Job- 
son, Brofin and Msboah are iqjufetf-. 
but gaaftaepw Beeney (ban) 
available again. ^ * 

Everton v Aston VOa \ *' 
Southgate (knee ifeameatt returns, 
ftofo asa-week tay-ofF, but John- : 
son is banned and - 

but "forks is fit after missing bst - 
weekend's home defeat by Mah-: • 

Chester Crty. Everton welcome 
back Hone and HsTchcliffe ftons)- 
and Parkinson ' .• 

Man City v tiwapoot 
City are uncharged after last 
weekend's victory at Vffle Park, li#* 
erpool defender Wri^tt(baadjsfic, : 


TEAM NEWS 

. Middlesbrough y Man Utd 
Ehgand Under-21 midfielder Mus- 
toe (knee) returns fix Middles- 
brough but inured- duo >fendrie 
and Renting are both.ruled.ouL 
United are expected to keep the 
team that beat Nottingham' For- 
est 5-0. BoH»(hamstrirs§} .is fit 
again. - 

Newcastle v Tottenham r 
Anderton is ejected to .make be 
third start in a week foDowiqg a 
saren-month with -groin 
trouble in an unchanged one-up 
as -SpufS pufsue a ptece in'the; 

win 

are also JiJcefyr fr> be,uncbanged 
with AstxHfeon th&taa®fy - ' 

.. • - 

nifsses me mp 

fit^fhe+esrof me squad are 

wiaBabte .'^T-V. v 7 .' ' . ' 

"• sadStaBBptan V Wknbtedon 

» lead 
attempt to escape 
• Vete^®on:Jfe :wa l replace Mad- 
(jfson r^WWdrington. Winger 
..yritorsts suspended. Nofwegan 
-leoohsrdsen (ankle) may return 
for a W&httedon return after a 
month on the sidelines, possibly 
es- a replacement for captain 

.jenes. 

*. West Ham v Sbeff Wed 
'Wednesday welcome back de- 
Jemfer Newsome (ban). Manag- 
^rPleat is likely bo keep faith with 
goalkeeper Pressman despite 
criticism of his display last week. 
^Striker Dowie (ban) returns for the 
Hammers, who give tests to mid- 
fielders Moncur and Bishop, while 
Lampard is on stand- by. 
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Rusedski 


has to work 


for victory 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Nevvcastie 


Greg Rusedski gave Britain a 
winning start against Slovenia 
in their Euro-African zone 
Group TWo lie here yesterday 
hut it was hard work for both the 
Canadian-born power server 
and the spectators. 

Rusedski defeated the 21- 
ycar-old Borut Urh, ranked 
420 places below him at No 478, 
in four sets, having looked as if 
he would make short work of 
the No 2 player from a Balkan 
republic with a population of 
only 1.97 million. The score, 
6-1, 6-4, 6-7, 6-3 illustrates the 
way the match began to swing 
away from Rusedski's control. 

After a smooth beginning 
when the Brit appeared to use 
, the surrounds as a shooting 
gallery. Ball boys and line 
judges were forced to dive for 
cover to avoid being belted by 
” Rusedski's mighty serves. 

This went on for the best part 
of an hour and a half, during 
which Urh was barely able to 
cope. The Slovenian, however, 
gradually gained confidence in 
the third set, bolstered by his op- 
ponent's numerous errors, par- 
ticularly on the backhand, which 
was a constant source of frus- 
tration for Rusedski. 

After saving a break point in 
the opening game of the set, Urh 
proceeded to match Rusedski al- 
most shot for shot And al- 
though the Briton conceded 


only six points off his serve and 
brought his total of aces to 18 his 
game seized up in the tie-break. 
. Rusedski faded to win a point 
in the shoot-out, . which began 
with his dumping a bac khand 
into the net with an agonised 
shout of “hit in 

Rusedski’s fifth double-fault 
of the match presented Uhr 
with six set points, and he glee- 


J HIM LU LU CU1, UOUt* 

ing himselfback into the contest 
with a backhand half- volley. 
Rusedski created a break- 


it out of his grasp. Another op- 
portunity came Rusedski’s way 
in the sixti) game when he footed 
his opponent with a forehand 
lob, only to squander the chance 
by netting another backhand. 

There were two further 
deuces in the game before 
Rusedski netted a service re- 
turn. Irritated, perhaps, with his 
inability to break through, 
Rusedski thundered down an- 
other ace in the next game. 

Urh finally cracked in the 
eighth game. He saved one 
break point which Rusedski 
had crafted with a superb top- 
spin lob but then double- 
faulted to offer the chance of a 
second. Rusedski made no mis- 
take this time, passing his op- 
ponent with a forehand down 
the line and releasing a roar of 
“Yes"! 

The job was still not quite 
complete. Indeed Rusedski 
found hirnsdf 0-40 down and ft 
was at this stage of the pro- 


Greg Rusedski plays a forehand volley in Ms four-set defeat of Borut Urh yesterday 


ceedings when Rusedski was 
seen at his best He produced an 
ace to save the first break point 


The Slovenian then hit a 
forehand sendee return over the 
baseline to give Rusedski a 


a forehand volley to whisk away glimpse of a match point A 
the second and a service winner glimpse was all rt was. Ruseds- 


to bring the score to deuce. id volleyed a forehand over the 


baseline to lose it An ace gave 
him a second chance, but this 
time he misdirected a fore- 
hand volley. The backhand let 
him down again on a third 
match point and when he bit yet 


Bond finds Hendry in premium form again 


Snooker 

GUY HODGSON 
reports from Sheffield 


Ask a snooker player what he 
fears most and the No 1 answer 
would be snapping his cue. Not 
far down the list, however, would 


be meeting Stephen Hendry at 
The Crucible. The man is dan- 


gerous anywhere but here he 
would make the non-heel bits of 
Achilles look vulnerable. 

It is 23 matches and five years 


since the Scot was beaten here 
and yesterday he made it look 
likely that he would push that 
first figure to 24 by taking a 10-4 
lead in the semi-finals of the 
Embassy World Championship. 
His opponent, Nigel Bond, 
might make a comeback: Mar- 
garet Thatcher might become 
leader of the Labour Party. 

Hendry, himself, admits he 
has been below his best so for 
but the five-times champion off 
colour would look like the pic- 
ture of health in anyone else and 


even before be began ins match 
with Bond he had bring playing 
so badly he had recorded eight 
centuries. As the record for the 
whole tournament is 12 (held by 
Hendry) you can gauge the 
depths he had plumbed. 

Which would be intimidating 
enough for anyone but . Bond 
has more reason than most to 
oount the scars because he has 
been beaten by Hendry in the 
last three cbainpkmships, twice 
in the quarter-finals and last 
year in foe final. Yesterday be 


had the misfortune to run into 
him just when be found his ruth- 
less streak for foe-first time. 

Only seven frames were 
played yesterday, which was an 
act of kindness by the sched- 
uler’s part becai/se Bond had the 
look of a man who had taken too 
much punishment by the end. 
Hendry took ax of the seven and 
the wonder was how he man- 
aged to miss out on the other. 

The first frame set the tone - 
Bond missing a black, Hendry 
knocking off a quick 77 -- but it 


was the third that inflicted the 
sort of reverse that shatters a 
player's confidence. Bond led 
62-0 with a break of 61 and ap- 


peared to have arrested a Sow 
that bad seen his opponent go 


that bad seen hs opponent go 
from 3-1 down to 6-3 ahead 
Another black tattling in the 
jaws of a corner pocket let 
Hendry in. however, and it was 
almost cruel to watch as he 
cleared the table to take the 
frame with a break of 64. Bond 
managed to stem the flow in foe 
12th frame but any hope he had 


Gascoigne and 
fellow sinners 
given day off 


Judge insists Tyson 
fights Lewis next 


Last chance to impress 


Paul Gascoigne may have col- 
lected both the players’ and 
football writers' footbafier of the 
year awards in Scotland, but he 
would revert to his alternative 
role of buffoon if he was to pick 
up a yellow card in foe Premier 
Envision at Kilmarnock today 
and miss next weekend's Ten- 
nents Scottish Cup final. 

lb make absolutely sure he 
cannot have a brush with any- 
thing so daft, and with the 
club’s eighth successive league 
title already under lock and key. 
Rangers’ manager, Walter 
Smith, is resting Gascoigne, 
Richard Gough, Andy Goram. 
Gordan Petrie, John Brown 
and Alex Cleland for the trip to 
Rugby Park. All of them are 
only one booking away from be- 
ing" banned for the Cup final. 


Boxing 


Lennox Lewis’s hopes of fight- 
ing Mike Tyson for the World 
Boxing Council heavyweight 
championship received a sig- 
nificant boost with a New Jer- 
sey judge's confirmation that 
Tyson mast meet Lewis before 


anyone else. 

Superior Court Judge Amos 
Saunders turned down a request 
from the World Boxing Asso- 
ciation champion, Bruce Sel- 
don, to aDcw him to fight Tyson 
in a unification contest in July, 
and in so doing reaffirmed has 
injunction of 15 March pre- 
venting Tyson from fighting 
anyone but Lewis. 

“1 would think Don King will 
be getting in touch with us veiy 


quickly,” Ftank Maloney, 
Lewis’ manager, said. 

Lewis, who is training for a 
non-title fight on Friday against 
Ray Mercer, and Maloney in- 
sist there wfll be no deal with 
King to allow Tyson to fight Sel- 
dom first 

**J would not advise Lennox 
Lews to step aside or make a 
deal with Don King unless it is 
Mike Tyson coming out of the 
other corner," Maloney said. 

“By me stepping aside, they 
may come up with some plan of 
an attack that may cause me not 
to be able to face Mike Tyson 
in the ring," Lewis said. “1 
would love to take this out of 
foe courtroom and into foe 


Hockey 

BILL COLW1LL 


ring It is quite clear Tyson is 
deathly afraid of Lennox 


Great Britain’s men play their 
hosts, Malaysia, in their open- 
ing game in foe Six Nations Sul- 
tan Azlan Shah Cup inlpoh this 
morning in foe knowledge that 
foeir coach, David Whitaker, in- 
tends to announce his Olympic 
squad on his return. 

While most of foe squad will 
have already done enough to 
confirm their places, the tour- 
nament provides a final chance 
for foe three players who have 
come into the reckoning after 
last month’s Atlanta tourna- 
ment - foe relative newcomers 
Danny Hall and Howard 
Hoskin, and Phil McGuire, who 


is returning to foe internation- 
al scene after nearly a year out 


al scene after nearly a year out 
with a back injury. 


The absence of Simon HazUtt 
with a hamstring injury gives 
Soma Singh another chance to 
stake his claim as foe cover de- 
fender with McGuire also in 
contention. Assuming that leav- 
ing comer specialist Calum 
Giles behind is nothing more 
than a tactical decision, de- 
scribed by Whitaker as “to keep 
out main powder keg dry", 
then foe last place would seem 
to be between Hall, Hoskin and 
19-year-old Mark Pearo who 
was in Atlanta. 

Teddinglon celebrate foeir 
125 years with an international 
veterans tournament at foeir 
Broom Road grounds where foe 
Olympic gold medallist Sean 
Keriy is set to make his first vet- 
eran's appearance for Rich- 
mond. Overseas visitors are 
Klein Zwitzerland from The 
Hague, Harvestebuder, from 


Hamburg, and from Dublin. 
Three Rock Rovers. 

The final stages of the County 
Championship take centre stage 
today and tomorrow at foe Mil- 
ton Keynes Stadium with the fi- 
nals of foe Under 14, 16 and 18*$ 


Youth Cups on Monday. 

The women’s AEWHA Cup 


semi-finals take place tomor- 
row. Chelmsford, at borne to 
Clifton, could be without Lynn 
BoQington while Clifton may be 
missing their captain, Tammy 
Miller, just back with Great 
Britain from Atlanta but cany- 
ing a calf injury. In the second 
all-premier game, Doncaster 
entertain Ipswich. 


CHEAT BtOtUH SQUAD: S Mason, J WW 
an, H HcnMn (Reading). D Luck** (East 
Grtnaeatfl. J Latent* (capb, P McGuire (fed- 
dMgmn), Sowa Sb«b. J Shaw (SouOwseV 
J HaBs. N Thompson (OfcJ Lottfran&w). 
D Htei {GUdtatO, R Cards [Pob Barcelona), 
C Mayor. KaUrtr Tskhor (Cannock). 
R Thompcoo. 6 P ord ha ni (HounskM). 




UOTES 
OF THE 
WEEK 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Newton gets his timing right 


■TTbirtgs which have been : 
said over the last .'few days, 
have been almost slander- 
ous. I think you; have-to- 
senti a tape of the gametio 

AlexFeraJson. Isnt that Bffe 
Leeds performance] what, 
he wants. Kevin Keegan,- 
the Newcastle manager, 


Cycfing 


[ United manager castdouto 
on the commitment of 
Leeds for the mattft against 
Newcastle. 

■ 1 think I would love it if; 
[ we could beat them. He's j 
(FfergusonJ gane down a lot 

i in my estimation. Kee- 
gan. 

tfi don't know. how l did 
it but I dkLVve had 14 op- 
erations so 4 deserve this 
mom thah anyone; Pad 
Sascoigne -celebrates 
Rangers! SoettislS title win. 

■ 'i vemte^nced ..the 
Engand, Rectors do nor 

first-oass 
CoiwcfeFGy 
on The :-Henr pia^ 
STS In frM&iutarKf set-tin. 


The Olympic hopeful Chris 
Newton puBed on foe yellow jer- 
sey for foe fifth time this year af- 
ter winning foe time-trial stage 
of the Tb waites Grand Prix near 
Preston, writes Robin Nfchoff. 
He averaged 22mph over a 33- 
mfle course, finishing 13 seconds 
ahead of Jon Clay, the 1992 win- 
ner of this five-day race through 
Lancashire and Cumbria. 

Newion deposed his team- 
mate, Paul Jennings, frohi his 
overnight lead after starting the 


day 15 seconds in arrears. New- 
ton's speed against foe dock has 
given him the lead four times 
previously in races as far apart 
as Malaysia and Scotland, and he 


Athletics 

KmaMhstan’s world 100 metres hurdles 
silver medallist Olga SWshiglna, has 
been banned for four years pending a 
hearing alter testing positive lor the 
steroid stanoaolol at an Indoor meet- 
ing in Ghent. Beigum, last February. 


said yesterday: “I hope I can 
hand 00 to this one. Our tear 


hang on to this one. Our tear 
is now pulling together be* j 
than in the previous race „ncn 
J was our only man m con- 
tention, so there is evety chance. 

“1 was sure I could produce 
something in the time trial and 
even if it means defending the 
jersey for the rest of foe race, I 
just had to go for h." 


Australian Rules 

Aft brtti rauufc Melbourne 15J.4 
»»--» btGedv* m503fcSy*»Swwl46 
dK. >mwi Essendon 12. IE (90). 


AMERICAN LEAGUE: Toronto 7 MtfcMUkee S; 
Catfonia 3 OaWsttJ 1: Dtfraa 5 Teraa 2; 

Raft Yankees 5 CWC30J MBe Sot 2. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE* JWWapftB 2 BCrtfe 0, 


Howard Kendall s success in steering 
Sheffield United from the retegstion are 
to the fringe of the playoffs was 
recognised yesterday when he was 
named Endsleigh Insuance Lease Rist 
Division manager of the month. 

Steve McMahon, manager of Swindon, 
wontheSeoondOMsicinaHailaflertBK- 
ing his team to the championship and 
Graham Turner, the former Wolves 
mana&r. is the Third Division manag- 
er of the month after Binding his side 
into the piajKrtfs. 

Don Goodman, the Wolves 'striker; 


■ fffo aon). 


lla ted ne (Cowmy), Borut (Noamgiam FowtL 
Sa*r iErpaai ftuace). Hm (Btfmngiamr- 

THUHSOW8 UOE RESULTS.- F*CltoXPn>- 
ntonl#: lee* 1 Towwam 3: ftocnriRmi 
1 Nmar» - 1 - ttworfwfl Conforancs: Uas- 


rJsrfew i SJowsn l: hdttnwcn 6 Kenw«fi z 
U*Lm^Pm^0H*k*rCxirmn3$e* 
Jury l. nr* OMriam a*rar fSejjs 3 Twme 


I*W P fcjgfag; 1 Hareflew 2. iMBond 
Imp* PraniMr OtoWon: Bosm Uh> 4 Guae- 
toy 3-VflnrtMWM KM Lm£» Prat DMttarc 


could be out for up to 12 months with 
the fractured skull he suffered against 


Con 1 QwnMcft Bonufp l; Furness I Dat 
tort L Mertfi Wat t CoucUw rind Ot- 

'Moic NewcesHe Toan 0 Ftai l. I.^™ * 


Basketball 

NBA FLHT-oftS Flttt-rmmt Eastern Cee- 
feemacABarta 75 Indiana 83 (Sea-offte se- 
ries fed 3-a. WartmaCwlBrence: Houttn 
102 LA latere 94 (Houston trii ttstuf4i»e*- 
nes3-lk Snow*!® B7 Seattle JM f5 rente 
a*i b est-of-ft* sarias 3-11. 


* uyoing 

Cadle cool on rule change ss s 


BadwiMH 


The fans who watch this week- 
end’s Budweiser League play- 
offs at Wembley Arena when 
London Tbwers play Manches- 
ter Giants and Sheffield Sharks 
free Bi rmin gham Bullets, msiy 

, Cnolich nlairetssucb 


as Steve Bucicoau, wiamn ncu- 
lan, Trevor Gordon and Roger 
for the last tons, writes 

Duncan Hooper. 

The league isdexiaon to allow 
five foreigners per team near 
season instead of two, could 


force the better English players 
to join Continental clubs as 
English teams spend their mon- 
ey an imports. At least two 
dubs, London Leopards and 
Chester Jets are lining up five 
Americans each for next season. 

This is a route that Tbwers’ 
coach, Kevin Cadle, will not be 
following. Cadle, whose players 
are poised to complete a clean 
sweep of all four domratic tro- 
phies, said: “Most English clubs 
can’t recruit two good Ameri- 
cans, so bow do they think 
foeyTl suddenly find five?" 


Cycling 

THWUTB6RW® PfUXTOUROFLANCASHStE 
S*MMt stag* 113 nfe IfaiMrM, Prated: 
1 C Newton m Hbisjaatektemn 2 iCtor 
iGB Mcuvatn BHsw M3«c3MPKiten«*n 
Enet&-OirattD +17: * P Guran tOeDmum- 
Pcwsart +2t s R rtwfee «n<wseC?r»»MJ 
+24; 6 P Mannhfi ffirfegC® +27. OmmD 
rtandtaec 1 Newoi lhi 36 nw 33 sec; 2 Car 
+ law?: 3 Poafc +17; 4 Cuon +21; 5 Htajles 
+24; « U wiNsham m Mr-PeugpaO- +X. 

VS TOUR DUPONT Sraopd (FwOcr- 

Wabms to RJchoXKJtl, 15Uon ,^XS mte): 
1 L Amowre (US»5tf32irti> 8sac Z G Ma«- 
luaon (SwT *32.09; 3 M EBoS i (GBJJ 4 M 
tMdMGert; S A Baff i»; 8 L VAn (N«M; 


HuddersfeM last weekend. 

Fa#? Tenm, the Turioeh narional manag- 
er; said restefday he would resign after 
nett mcmh , 5 Euopean a&rfxjnsHp.asr 
BTgfedtancestfadngowrtmmGraa^ 
Souness as managM’ of Gatatesara* 
MAJOR LEMBUE SOCCER: Ktoffle Oty 6 Onlum- 
bus a. 

REPUBLIC OF WOAM) WfflBMl SQUAD fir 
Itomaft D»g»tfa. 30 HbgDi mityJMn* 
mtOanj. Dwq IBohBBWW. WORM (BIW- 


» Iflwi a Pondns Uacu S*xxvt DMw 
- L a J ****** lTSEsfletd 3 PWJ Vb»3: 


■HiYCiard WESfiSSS. 

rteji 3. Ann bmnnom Oomblnaon Hut 
0 tCWWhW) 4; west Mam 

1 CwWP^w a. Smod DMifaa-Nonxjrt 

AfO 3 Chottwmari a. FreBCh Umk MgnMa 

htww3 Roda JC Hataade 1. Mvnftyftwl 
Mg Fotgina 1 At abiiui a 


Imtu. Cd (Bamouei. Hbmb (IMS). Mvycwiy 
yjetxirj. Qtnnr Mtrtw flEnmern. W- 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Golf 

Laura Davies, the worid No l, shot an 
opening two- under-par 70 to tie ttoee 
shots behind V&S SWrmer, who is lead- 
in& nt the Sprint TitlefioMeis Chwnp*- 
onsWp in Daytona Beach, Florida. 


HggTON CPBV^ 


I L Janjen; D Duval; KTnpteo: u Bre&aSf 
D Mam G Ktofc HOocfBBrcJfctoeBsrtjMHJ- 
torclMaBac*.rajCW^j5^CFbw 
D Hanvrortt j Cca*i (Japaift 0 PwO; RG»m 


4.8 


7 w: Robin trn; a a sovth m rmw*a» 
(SmQ; 10 JEvanEhnBdJSl Btsafflettma. laaii- 


COMTE OF FLORENCE ITALUM OPBii Lea0- 
h* fkst’TOmd (Boryatnc Golf o*, 

OBorMwieM MMid; 

ase&OK 6ecRocaao;OH»Bl:PS*laM 


teawiM CncJudaB tfma bona*. 

*ftlAm8BB«3h'3aflW sa«;|M0p»«a> 
+&eq; 3 EHtatt +7 bbih 4 F Cotama (tt) 
+8*ec;BMWuaMGen +Mbec. 


FbofbaB 

Stuart Motor, West Brormrich Alton's 
33^e»-otd ftmier BtgBnd 0 mateepar 
and the dub’s (on^st-sowig pfayer, 
has been released cm a free transfer 
after 10 yeara at 7h» Hawhoms. 


The measurement on foe 
Richter scale of the smafl-to- 
moeferate earthquake that 
forced foe suspension of foe 
baseball game between the 
Seattle Mariners andfoe Cleve- 
land kriians atthe Seattle King- 
dome on Thursday night 


ISwtf). «7 E Romero (A«0: E Mqft*. (ffi. G8 
G Turner (HZ): O Rolahn (tot: SWvimct (Ger); 


M Sana (Hi: P Pnce; R WAsoft: A Sratfv tfm 
A Doc* lit): 1- Wcstwcott S9 f Vster^lSor. U 


OansD Robertson: S Czar. M Uoubnd; P 
Haupaud INw); C Matt B&k R R oSartfi P 


Cm>T D fi RtKMlC ft Cotos M McOi*l. 70 £ 
OiSUfl (Fift J Pvwro (Sp); M Gw*** |S»w)j A 
CottaiE s locaeii (hh Q Or J Payne; a stw- 


txm: M Zermsn (Bi.ni Awn iSp); S Tor- 
rancc A MeetacA (Swi; D Cooper. T Lnet IF* 


D Cmn (Swei: 5 FMd: C Suncaon tSpI: J 
McHenry; P Estes: S Lua (SpU J MKontan 

(SwBh pamwiuree jfioww! PA*aeP®*ii“ 


sport 



Quinneil set 
to make 


union switch 


DAVE HADFIELD 


Wigan yesterday sounded re- 
signed to losing their Welsh for- 
ward, Scott QuinneU, to 
Richmond, after the union club 
TPfidp. him “an offer he can’t 
refuse". 

The 23-year-old dual in- 
ternational,' who joined Wigan 
on a four-year contract worth a 
bask £50,000 a season in Sep- 
tember 1994, is expected to 
join Richmond al foe end of this 


Super League season. The 
Wigan chairman. Jack Robin- 


convcrt to switch back while still 
in his prime. 

Richmond are also thought 
to be pursuing a deal to take 
Leeds' former Bath winger, 
Jim Erfkm, back to foe 15- a -side 
game. 

Meanwhile, QuinneU will 
play for Wigan against Paris Si 
Germain tomorrow, although 
Skcrrcll, Neil Cowie and Mar- 
lin Offiah are all doubtful and 
face fitness rests today. 

Much of the interest else- 
where will centre on how St He- 
lens and the Bradford Bulls get 
back into their stride after last 
Saturday’s classic Sflk Cut Chal- 


Photo graph: David Ashdown 


another ace foe spectators held 
their breath to see what would 
happen on match point four. 
They need not have been con- 
cerned. A trademark ace - his 
26th - clinched foe match. 


proach and said that the offer 
to the player, thought to be 
around £300,000 over three 
years, would double his earn- 
ings. “We really cannot match 
such financial power, whilst 
Scott has an offer he probably 
can’t refuse," he said. 

Wigan's straitened finances 
have seen them fail to retain a 
string of leading players over the 
last two years and others, like 
the Test prop, Kelvin SkcrretL 
would leave for the right offer. 

“Our first team squad is thin 
already,"Graeme West, sheir 
coacb, said. This is another 
frustrating piece of news. Wle re- 
ally can't afford to lose any more 
players. The ones that have al- 
ready left haven’t been re- 
placed.” 

The question of a fee for 
QuinneU. a major success in 
league after a tentative start has 
still to be addressed. His move 
back to union, however, would 
mark a shift in the relationship 
between foe two codes of rug- 
by. Although players like 
Jonathan Davies and Adrian 
Hadley have returned to union 
and David Young is due to do 
so al foe end of this season, 
QuinneU would be foe first 


lenge Cup final at Wembley. 
Super League leaders Saints 


arc at home to Oldham, with the 
Cup-tied Australian. Derek 
McVey, coming into their pack 
to replace the injured Andy 
Northcy. Oldham, the surprise 
side of foe competition so for, 
are without foe suspended Scott 
Ranson and Jason Tcmu and, 
more dumagingly still, their in- 
jured captain, Martin Crompton. 

The Bulls have been a mag- 
net for xympalhy and praise af- 
ter their efforts in the final, but 
the fact remains that they have 
now lost their last three games 
and badly need a win over War- 
rington this afternoon. The}' are 
without a Wembley casually. 
Sonny Nickle being ruled out 
with a dislocated shoulder, but 
have the Cup-tied James Lowes 
and Steve McNamara buck. 

Bradford have denied ru- 
mours that their captain and 
Wembley Lance Todd Trophy 
winner, Robbie Paul, is to join 
his brother, Hemy. at Wigan. 

Leeds have their captain. 
Neil Harmon, back in their 
starting finc-up and Carl Hall on 
foe bench against the London 
Broncos, with Marcus Vassi- 
lakopoulos preferred to Mick 
Shaw at hooker. 


of reining Hendry in vanished 
with breaks of 76 and 71 in foe 
final two frames of foe day. 

■ Imperial Tobacco, who have 


Howell exploits some 


sponsored the World Snooker 
Championship through foeir 


Championship through foeir 
Embassy brand since 1976, hare 
agreed to back foe event until 
foe year 2000. The four-year 
deal guarantees prize money of 
more than £5.4m and ensures 
that foe event will remain atTbe 
Crucible. 

EMBASSY WORLD OUMPKNSHP(Sl>eln0i<Q . 
lMHM(BMrthtoM):8Hnt)rlM 
hurts N Bond (Eng) 10-4. I 


tough conditions 


Golf 


David HaweH, the former Vfelk- 
er Cup golfer from Swindon, 
completed his first round in a 
five-under-par 66 despite suf- 
fering from a wrist injury in foe 
Italian Open in Bergamo yes- 
terday. 

Howell, 20, is now in joint sec- 
ond with Italy’s Costantino 
Rocca and Sweden's Patrik 
Sjoland, one stroke behind foe 
leader Gary Evans, who shot a 
65 before a thunderstorm and 
heavy rain caused play to be 
abandoned foe day before. At 
that time Howell had plsyed 12 
boles in two under par and had 
hit his approach five feet from 
foe flag on foe 13th green. 

Yesterday he immediately 
holed the fire-footer for a birdie 
three and had two more birdies, 
at the 16fo and 17th, to finish 
in 66, just before another thun- 
derstorm followed by r ain, halt- 
ed play for more than two 
hours. 

Weather permitting, the sec- 
ond round will be played today, 
and only foe top 50 players, in- 
stead of the usual 65, and those 
tied for 50th place, will play the 
last two rounds tomorrow. 

Howell is a little concerned 
at having to play three rounds 
in two days, assuming he makes 
tomorrow’s cat. “Tve a strained 


tendon in my right wrist," he 
said. “And it hurts on foe follow- 
through but foe worst pain is on 
my backswing - if I’m too 
quick." 

The promising Howell made 
it on to the European Tour 


through foe qualifying school 
last November and has been 


last November and has been 
joint eighth twice and joint 
12th once in foe eight tourna- 
ments he has competed in. 

In foe second round of the 
Welsh Women’s Open in St 
Pierre, Chepstow, yesterday, 
lisa Hackney showed foe ben- 
efits of a winter spent training 
in Florida by taking an early 
lead. 

Hackney, who ended last 
season with a Tour-best third 
place in the Spanish Open, 
added a 75 to her opening 73 
and that was good enough to set 
the target for foe rest of the Geld 
as blustery conditions caused 
problems. 

The 28-year- old finished her 
round just as foe overnight 
leaders, Lora Fairclough and 
Caroline Hall were setting out 
again. 

Both resumed with bogey- 
sixes to slip back to level par as 
Stephanie Dallongevillc. of 
France, foe only other player u» 
break par yesterday, went to the 
turn in 40 and needed birdies 
at the I2fo and J5fo to recov- 
er to be just one over. 


grawfcJWMWBr (US): G Chwwa (Aug: S 
T nr*sJD«y: R Mini ffjetfw. 72 S Grjppa- 
snnMnfl; W Wanner iSAj; D Home M un- 
MGo^(iaPHaiin0mA(Mfcof« 
CFrL? OGBtaro; M JlmcneorfSp^; M Be- 
*5^*yOi^(inix«(»;AR»*aoidl9»ie}; 
Aqre sa.TO; J Lomas: B MBtttHank. 73 P 
HedUom cSwaj; S Ctartc M utsorv A Kansan 
(Den); M Haton iSwy; J lownanl (US); D 
fflBMng T Gogate (Gar): S Wateiar G Ryalfc C 
Tift* (Ausj; 5 Gaaacnec UUu- 
WitSjil QMrtaBi flu: R TSwmond; P Unnart 
P FUts (Swa); M Ctojwn iAu»: 

HWW MHnnQfUL rouRMW«W(l>fB*<rt. 


Rugby Union 

Simon Shaw, the Engjana A tods win 
play his first senior game tor five 
months when he Dims out for Brtslef 
at West Hartlepool in the last Courage 
League game of the season tomorrow, 
Shaw sustained a career-threatening an- 
We injury when Bristol played iransvaal 
in November. 


ftefiS Bounter (Mai; fOwen (HZT. S H®afa 
UHMrt; 0 EkergfeCftB (TO* M vmm* 
Ctown). 70 A BonhommB (Ausl: F Cb»s 
U Werv+teenA CTaO: M Wutwpah ismfl: 
tJnwB bera Wji (Ciwoj; 71 J Kemcnan (USB 
SIl^W^Sa«^(Au8l;flniruflyHwn- 
dwn mw); lbI Ying-Ajh n«D; P Moo* atSt 
PWWa»ir^(llM:SPung(HK};LB8rt»r(USl. 


lee hockey 

ST-WtCT CtIP S*con«f-ro»Jc«l pUy-aTTv 

“rtm cnftmnee saMtolc Ftt«te 2 
"WMWoNs 0 (flora: ^sevensones 

mwNtenMmnwMalKl^ 
gp 3 Cobn*} J rat/ Kmcax leM Itesl of ^- 
en series 1 -Q|. 

yttmCHAIAPiOHSHIPStVten wOSW BVftwt 

Czed)Re|kjUE5UiitetSQ(esO:Cz^te(MBM: 

SLWtedSWesO. 


Squash 

EUROPEAN 1WM CKAMPtONSMPC (AmMot. 
dm) Men’s wraMlnata: Enrtwa 4 fmath o 
iC WaAef K S Etepuro 9-S 9-2 &-5. M Qtaten- 
er bl J Rouwwi 9-S M W). P Johnson H O 
ftxjoanen 0-3 JO-S P-5. S Mm*, w u Manta 
9-3 9-0 B-3L Scfltend 2 German) 2 Sconond 
■dn 9 7 on fsmes Mintback. IP Mco) bt S rten; 
Mt 3 S- j. S Cow br F ftosi P 2 O 9 9- 1 9 
4. A TeylDi tea » * Hareh 9-S 6-9 2 9 9-2 2 
9. D todtfi toslto B Nouer M 1-9 9 3 S-a. 

Loum pOKo play-ort*: wko-i < - n,jm O; Swp 
dm 3 wnmart 1 : fiaw 3 to* 1; Spam 3 Ho) 
land 1: S we t Jt a iiO 3 Gmeea 1; World 2 Align,) 
2 : Nwwf 4 SkHerva 0: Csdi flep 2 Portu^j 
3. Women'! fcnmrptaM AUqMffc Smtaiaw 
2 Sweden l; FWand 3 AuBna 0; SooOrd 2 Span 
l: Denmarit 2 IrctrtJ : Nortmy 2 ttWes, 1; Bel- 
g»an 3 ftafr Os Stomna 2 ftjitufflj 1; Hunean a 
Ceeeh Bepubhr J; ScoUand 3 DenoaiJ* ft Swe- 
den 3 Austm l: Fmand 3 b«m land 0. 


Tennis 


Rn^by League 

fey Aston, amrtey’s pfayewoaeft. was 
yesterday suspended from playrr« for 
sk weeks after being found guitty by a 
su&«mmiQBe of the Rugby PootbaJl 
Lease’s board of Directors of Wingng 
the game into disrepute. Psfaon verbalV 
a&used Peter Gilmore, the Woriiinaon 
nyfef ea. ttthe end of Bramtey’s 2<>6 
defeat in a Second Division game at 
C*teteon2lAprfl. 

Gary Schubert, Workington's Aus- 
traaan-bom forward, has been ap- 
pointed coach of Second Division 
Bam** 

Woririn gon have a vacancy on their 
»«sms quota after lataek: fiDpo, «*ir 
30-year-oW pn^j forward, W3S eon- 
™jned as holding a Samoan passport 
and will count as an emerging nations 
player. 


ATP TOURNAMENT (fctoftkfi) SDi0m. qaartar- 
flnateTiteia(AMOMMna(»ai^utej&, 
3 0-0 6-2; C (Spi &! G Karascro lOoal 6.3 

6-4: B Qcc*tr iCni a B hauacher ifiert 7-6 7 
6; S D»«W Id tern tt H Qumy 6-1 &3. 
AWT OWlfiNBE (Mtomaj Mmrs Mh, ^ 
ood mmet R Henttierg ius< a 0 IVtiearpn (Ua 

6-4 6-2; v siMdea illsi tat J BfOrtanan is*c)7- 

5 2 6 6-3; N Ivjte ISm) bt S Dc^er (Auu &4 

7^ B Stievm (05J W O Owicnl rft) fra S-l. 
nwwara cuucamnuHHUtEMiKmmr 
tw*S) Oiartfir-iw*: C M3rtw« iSoi W R 

ISwu i-6tr3;ASancfte:-vta)iB(^jb*AMS 

UA SPRWC SATmnE (HUIMm MMn>. 


6-2 CO. women* swtmmk: iStett iSAiS 
L WowWIlB IGBB &0 6-4 J (htenffiaS? 
Boteknua iC HPp) ?■« 2-6 K 


yiweftiikw iftg) « LSanehoz (Sp)S^f5 

Ruud INcai bt 0 \om ICS 

Sonette: ISP) W A Manm (Sp) “ e [ 






EfyKff»?jPS?^<E!PSP»>*C-ro«oln« 
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PILKINGTON CUP FINAL 

Bath and Leicester to stage grand finale 


United face the Captain Marvel factor 


Football 

GUY HODGSON 


An ahrmingvcnon has been dis- 
turbing Manchester United sup- 
porters since it became clear the 
championship could be decided 
on the season's final day to- 
morrow. They see a mud- spat- 
tered figure charging into the 
area, determination dripping 
from every pore, to head the 
goal that denies United a third 
Premiership title in four years. 

The figure is Bryan Robson, 
and the thought of Old Traf- 
ford's Captain Marvel turning 
into Corporal Punishment has 
been enough to give United sup- 
porters anxiety attacks. The 
Middlesbrough player- manager, 
too. in all probability, because 
he is an invidious position. 

The chances of Robson tak- 
ing the field tomorrow are slight 
-the prospect of becoming a lat- 
ter-day Denis Law is too awful 
- but he would probably prefer 
if the club he is most associated 
with could win the title almost 
anywhere else. If Middlesbrough 
win. he could be denying old 
friends a prize, lose limply and 
the muttering? from Newcastle 
about collusion will begin. 

Which is hard on Middles- 
brough who have played since 
Christmas like they could lose to 
Uniicds youth team, nevermind 
the champions elect. In their last 
League eight matches at the 
Riverside, they have won only 
once and as that was against the 
Premiership's current whipping 
boy’s. Sheffield Wednesday. 

Given usual circumstances 
you would expect United to get 
the win they need, but the con- 
ditions arc far from normal and 
they might well be dinging on to 
a point"" by tomorrow evening 
while hoping Newcastle do not 
get the six goals they need against 
Tottenham at St James' Park to 
deny them on goal difference. 

"I must have had 80,000 let- 


ters from United supporters 
this season wishing me well,” 
Robson, who still lives in the 
Manchester area, said. "I 
wouldn't like to lose them as fans 
but we have 27.000 season tick- 
ets to uy to entertain. I can as- 
sure everyone my players will be 
determined to do their best.” 
Words that will soothe a few 
battered souls on Tyneside who 
are enlarging straws to the size 
of planks as they clutch for 
something to forget they once 
had a 12-point lead. “I think the 
way we performed showed we 
have the ability to win the title,” 
Kevin Keegan, their manager, 
said after Thursday’s 1-1 draw 
against Nottingham Forest vir- 
tually buried their hopes, “but 
it’s not how we play now, it’s 
how the table looks.” 

Little has gone right for New- 
castle in their run-in and even the 
chaise of opponent tomorrow 
could be better as Tottenham re- 
quire a win to help their Uefa 
Cup aspirations. A defeat for 
both championship contenders, 

and an anti-climactic conclu- 
sion, is not out of the question. 

When it comes to disappoint- 
ing finishes, however, Sheffield 
Wednesday, are becoming mas- 
ters. Six years ago they appeared 
on the blind side of everyone and 
managed to snatch relegation on 
the line and this year they mak- 
ing a pretty fine job a staging a 


into their final game. 

If they lose tomorrow and 
Southampton, Coventry and 
Manchester City win, Wednes- 
day are relegated “I've bad 
sleepless nights,” David Pleat, 
their manager said. “We have 
to assume that the other teams 
below us will win. We have to 
believe that otherwise our atti- 
tude may be wrong. We're ready 
for the weekend of decision." 

So are Manchester City, 
whose weekend could be made 
complete by neighbours United 


winning the championship while 
they are relegated. They face Iiv- 
erpool at Maine Road knowing 
they have to do better than their 
relegation rivals because goal dif- 
ference could condemn them. 

The City manager, Alan Balk 
is looking for a similar perfor- 
mance to the 1-0 win at Aston 
Villa last weekend. “1 asked 
them to sweat blood Zbat day and 
they did," he said “If we do the 
same again we wifi have no 
fears against Liverpool." A re- 
peal of the vkftxy last Easter that 
eased their relegation problems 
last season would do nicely. 

Should City prevail fans of 
Southampton could be watch- 
ing the last performance for the 
dub by Matt Le Ttssier, who has 
said 1 be will leave if they are rel- 
egated. They face Wimbledon, 
who are underdogs with sharp 
teeth but more supine when it 
comes to teams of level rank. 

Coventry showed that last 
week when they won 2-Oat Sel- 
burst Park. Seasoned escapolo- 
gists, if they coukl have chosen 
their opponents tomorrow they 
would probably have plumped 
for Leeds who have had six suc- 
cessive defeats - their worst run 
since 1948- and have collected 
33 out of their last 102 points. 

This in the ninth time in the 
29 seasons Coventry have been 
in tbe lop flight that their survival 
has depended oa the final match 
and every time they have been 
successful The one blade omen 
is their manager, Ron Atkinson, 
who presided over Sheffield 
Wednesday’s fall in 1990. 

As an interesting footnote to 
Wednesdays black day, Mid- 
dlesbrough saved themselves 
bom relegation to the old Third 
Division with a 4-1 victory on 
their old ground, Ayresome 
Park. Their opponents on that 
occasion were Newcastle. 

The championship's 10 vital 
games, page 26 
United's seats of yearning, page 8 
Flan’s early release, p^e 4 
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ACROSS 

I Cave could yield such a 
camp spot t’10) 

8 Rnuch gin. one in hard 
stuff is virulent (9) 

9 PJav from one on the wing 

(4) ’ 

W Constables unfinished 
work? 

I I Faint and fall short in con- 
test (S) 

13 College outside American 
station (b) 

14 Imp without name, right - 
one on the run? (S) 

17 Manufacture of river tackk 

(5) 

19 ftiinis brought to a head in 
issue Jb) 


21 The man's height, I see, is 
noteworthy (8) 

23 Having a dreary track 
rccorct perhaps (2,1,3) 

25 Starch slip and second of 
collars (4) 

26 Article on Poe run off soon 
after (9 ) 

27 For Channel 4, ‘e's prolific 
00 ) 

DOWN 

1 Astute in manner, set up 
cordial right away (9) 

2 Male worker's quit firm (4) 

3 Animal, creature East Eu- 
ropean raised (8) 

4 Sort of add enmity's re- 
duced (5) 


MMJHtatoAggMcmitttow 


Friday's SobitHJD 


QHU0OJ0QB IDHSnHBl 

, a b 0 b a n n 
E3EHQQ SB0B0B000G]] 
, 0 m b a a □ a . 
IliOHHBlinaEU QQQBl 
, 0 0 13 O ID 

tinHOH OHBHBH0Q0 

. a b ra 

I0Q0C10QQ0O OdBOBl 
O DO HU 

0U0Q 0000000000 
, n a 0 q b □ □ , 
□000000000 OO00 
.□□□□BOB, 
Sonoran BOBOnracjs 


Last Satnrdaj-’s Solotroo 


0003000000 

□ 0 0 □ O 0 □ 
□HonEQnnra □□□□ 

0 □ b a m m n 

00QQOO 000000013 

□ 0O O HO 

□□Qiann bobbquqs 

O 0 H 0 O CJ 
0QBB0EQQ 0001300 
O D D SHE 
00000000 00BQEQ 

o o a h a e b 

QH0B 000000000 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
OnaBRHODEH 


5 Eject, showing the gate (7) 

6 Tb deprive of bread about 
done is teasing (10) 

7 Short man’s bluifc (6) 

12 Resin enclosed, one 

socked by painter do end 
( 10 ) , . . 

15 Not heartfelt, cmc siren’s 
acting (9) 

16 There could be many a 
brush with this type (8) 

18 I spread awful gloom (7) 

20 Summnary entails a point 
about British game (6) 

22 There's nothing, nothing 
like an egg (5) 

24 That's the spirit, climbing in 
Derbyshire peaks (4) 


8 ^fataq^wrf]WCMfrp«fiUJilfliayg8ta^>Sqag6te:agP8eg 

Win a Franklin Bookman Dictionary and Thesaurus worth £100 

The first correct solution to this week’s puzzle opened next Thursday win a Franklin Book- 
man Dictionary and Thesaurus worth £100. Answers and the winner’s name wffl be published 
nest Saturday. Send solutions to Saturday Crossword, R a Box 4018, The Independent, 1 Cana- 
da Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL. Please use the box number and postcode and give 
your own postcode. Last week’s winner was: Mis J Gibson, Morpeth, Northumberland 








It could be you: Glenn Hoddte (lefty, preparing Ms Chelsea players yesterday for their last game under his reign as manager, at home to 
Blackburn tomorrow, picks out the Dutchman Ruud Gullit, who could become his successor at Stamford Bridge • Photograph: Robert Hallam 

Gullit interested in Chelsea job 


Ruud Gullit yesterday opened 
the way for Chelsea to appoint 
him ns Glenn Hoodie’s succes- 
sor at Stamford Bridge. 

The move would dearly win 
the approval of toe new Eng- 
land coach, who stressed that 
“continuity” is all important as 
he prepared for an emotional 
farewell at home to Blackburn 
tomorrow. Chelsea's hierarchy 
meet before that game to dis- 
cuss their options. 

“I haven't heard anything of- 
ficially, but because of all toe ru- 


mours you are thinking about 
how you woukl do it," Gullit said 
yesterday. “I would need to 
talk to them about how things 
would be run, what would you 
like to change. There are so 
many things to think about, but 
the job hasn't been ottered yet." 

“It is wise to consider it now 
because everyone is talking 
about iL I was honoured by the 
way toe fans reacted and also 
the way toe players reacted." 

Hoddle, back at toe dub's 
training ground, spoke at some 


length about his new job with 
England. “I don’t want to get 
too involved with what is going 
to happen with England at the 
moment,” he said. “It’s not fair 
to Tfeny {Venables]; he’s got a 
massive job on his hands and he 
doesn't want a side circus. 

‘TD be stepping into the back- 
ground and looting at Moldo- 
va, Georgia and Poland. I 
already have the fixtures and 
have got something set in my 
mind about what I'm going to do. 

“'Whatever anyone says, it’s a 


full-time job. And what I've done 
hoe [at Chelsea] from schoolboys 
rfe ht through, I want to under- 
pm that a Httte bit [wi to Expand}. 

*T in sure Tfeny bas done that 
anyway, bm I reaBy want to look 
at toe Under-21s and Uorfer-lSs. 
The FA have been good enough 
to give me a four-year contract 
and it is worth footing at that and 
bringing things through. 

“The opportunity has come 
even quicker than I ever thought 
ft would. Some people get them, 
some don't and Fve bad the 


Brittle kept in 
place by RFU 


Wp 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

The notion, widespread yes- 
terday morning, that the Rugby 
Football Union was about to 
reach a settlement of its dispute 
with England’s leading dubs 
turned to dust last night when 
the RFU committee balked at 
moving against the chairman of 
its executive. Cliff Brittle. 

Some members had been 
considering seeking Brittle's re- 
moval as chairman of the RFlTs 
negotiators after his refusal to 
meet representatives of English 
Professional Rugby Union Chibs 
on Wednesday. In the event toe 
challenge was never mounted 
awl instead the committee ex- 
pressed the hope that Brittle, Bin 
Bishop, the RFU president, and 
Donald Kerr, chairman of 
Epruc, would swiftly meet again 
to resolve who controls profes- 
sional dub rugby and who takes 
the money from iL 

What progress there has been 
occurred in Brittle’s absence on 
Wednesday, when Bishop, hav- 
ing been appointed by the ex- 
ecutive against Brittle swishes as 
independent chairman of toe 
uirion/chib negotiations, decided 
to proceed without him. By 


Thefte^MiTO 


pprteoh, .... ... .... ....... 

edfs Visit to Woifcft' 


Wednesday night Bishop was ex- 
uding optimism that a settlement 
was in reach. 

Instead, there was a contra- 
dictory statement from the RFU 
last night which both extolled 
Bishop for effectively going be- 
hind Brittle's back and explicitly 
left Brittle in place. “The Rugby 
Football Union committee con- 
gratulated the president on the 
progress made in his discussions 
wito Epnic, in particular the con- 
tinued confirmation that the 
senior dubs wished to remain in 
the RFU," ft said. 

“The committee agreed with 
the president that a further 
meeting should be held as soon 

chn^mrahip, with'^^^^e 
and Donald Kerr as leaders of 
the RFU and Epruc negotiating 
teams respectively, in order to 
bring toe detail of these negoti- 
ations to a speedy conclusion." 

Bishop yesterday denied a re- 
port that Brittle’s supporters 
were threatening to have Tony 
Haiku, the RFU secretary, 
sacked. Brittle did recently ask 
Hallett for details of his con- 
tract, as well as that of Michael 
Humphreys, the RFLTs media 
adviser - scarcely a chairman's 
vote of confidence. 

Cup final previews, page 23 




courage to say “yes’ and I'm very 
positive. But it s very important 
that Tfeny gets on with having a 
successful summer and that will 
make my job easier." 

■ Jean-Marc Boanan, whose le- 
gal fight against Uefa changed M) 
toe face of European football, is 
to sue toe sport's world govern- 
ing body, Fda, for not sanction- 
ing a benefit match for him. Eric 
Cantona and Diego Maradona 
are believed to have agreed to 
play in the match, due to take 
place in Paris on 14 Maty. 


tssect ptift/j,? 

Best of the action - 

. . On ajrrafor weekend of; - 
sport, repeats from all to*' 

. kpy: events, Bricking: :.V 
Stete Bate dtKf tlni Gtaver^ 
at rugby union’s two big cup 
finals 

David Tremayne at toe San 
Marino Grand Prix - • • 
Richard Edmondson. at New- 
market for toe 1,000 and 
-• . 2,000 Guineas • 

Derek Pringfe'at Arundel for 
toe Indian . crirttetors’ tradi- 
twnal djrfcafo-raiser 
John Roberta -at Newcastle 
7 tortbeDavfe Cup • 
Hodgson at toe World 
/Snoater Championship In 
7 ': .- SttefffeW . . 
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